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ON THE COVER
When you have to fill large shoes
This month DJ van der Linde appears
on the front page. He is the newly
crowned Free State Agriculture Young
Farmer of the Year where Senwes
was the proud co-sponsor of the Free
State Agriculture Young Farmer Conference. In this edition Bora Monyatsi
is also the new producer we focus
on. In both of these articles of these
two young men you will read how
they must have filled large shoes, and
they’ve done an excellent job thus far.
This month we will celebrate a year of
area focuses, this time the focus is on
Bultfontein. The focus is also on Bultfontein District Agriculture Chairman,
Herman Meiring, a man who really
brings his side when his services are
required, an excellent leader.
Bultfontein is suffering hardship as
a result of the drought at present,
with water shortages as one of the
consequences. Senwes is also making
a contribution as founding partner
of the drought disaster fund and is
playing a pivotal role in being a sustainable part of the solution.
There is no doubt that large shoes
have to be filled, while others are
moving borders in order to establish
the standards for the future.
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ED I T OR 'S LE TTE R

CAMERADERIE
O

ne often
looks for an
idea, a notion or a
word to describe a
producer. During
the drought over the
last period of time
one often stood speechless at the
way in which producers assisted
one another and how members
of the public and companies
came to the aid of producers.
Genuine cameraderie. But
what is cameraderie? It is a
feeling of deep friendship
amongst a group of people. In
this instance our producers.
We can all identify with it.
The idea is explained to us from
an early age, as in the animated
television series Brakanjan and
the Three Musketeers. The story
originates from a 17th century
musketeer named D’Artagnon.
Charles Ogier de Batz de
Castelmore, Comte D’Artagnan,
served Louis XIV as captain of
the Musketeers and died during
the French and Dutch wars.
His life, although fiction, is very
interesting. This is where the
expression of “one for all and all
for one” comes from. Stanley
Kauffmann referred to something
similar in the New Republic, namely that the troops in
Vietnam “only had one another
and nobody but one another”.
We focus on Bultfontein in
this edition, where cameraderie is
evident amongst producers. In the
spotlight focuses on the chairman
of Bultfontein District Agriculture, Herman Meiring, who set
up a system of people to improve
Bultfontein. The Bultfontein
area also plays a huge role in the
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food basket of South Africa.
Cameraderie is also seen in
this area, with Senwes as part
of the agricultural community delivering feed and creating
systems to address the threatening
water problems in the Bultfontein and Kroonstad areas.
Upcoming producer, Bora
Monyatsi, admits that he only
started to understand the cameraderie amongst producers
after he started farming.
The hunting season is upon
us and we have no less than
two hunting articles for the
hunting enthusiast in this
edition - one each by Jaco
Kruger and Frans Dreyer.
Cameraderie is also cultivated
at Senwes Equipment and 16
technicians are among the John
Deere top 50 candidates this
year. We also officially welcome
Gerrit Maritz as comrade and new
financial director of Grasland.
Luan van der Walt from the
University of the Free State shares
with us his article on precision
farming, which links up to Susari’s
article, Safex Scenarios and Thys
Grobbelaar’s Come Rain or Shine
and Grain Market Prospects. The
spiritual side is also not neglected, with articles by Willie
Botha, Carel Botma, Milanie
Vosloo and Jenny Matthews.
Only co-operation and genuine
cameraderie will ensure that we
get through these difficult times,
to face the future with positivity.
“One for all and all for one!”

Aubrey Kruger
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Pieter & Tshepo
Hamish McBain
Retired Executive Director,
Tiger Brands Ltd about
policies in South Africa
“ ’Really we are into injury time now,
we need to get around the table.”

Full steam ahead towards a Nation in Conversation.

Heard all
over...
Jannie de Villiers
Chief Executive Officer
of Grain SA
“The farmers are already
thinking of next season. It didn’t
just rain rain, it rained hope.”
Kobus Steenekamp
Managing Director:
Monsanto SA
“There are a lot of risks. One
risk that we need to manage
is the risk of misinformation.
One misguided message,
facebook or twitter entry can
cause a lot of damage. And
we need to manage that.”

Gerhard van der Ryst
Branch manager at the
Senwes Village Hinterland
branch in Bultfontein
“After the 105 mm of rain
which fell in Bultfontein
from 4 to 6 April this year,
an unbelievable positivity is
evident. Rain is living water
and with the Creator of all,
one can rise above anything.”
Mike Schüssler
Director and owner of
Economists.co.za
“We are marching towards
10 million unemployed
people in South Africa.”

Danie Minnaar
Producer from Bothaville
and air balloon enthusiast
“In both instances, farming and
air ballooning, you find yourself in
nature, between two worlds. As in
the case of farming, you are totally
dependent upon nature. It is all
about feeling - you are looking for
air currents. It is a hobby which gives
you a chance to get away and which
could have a positive impact on you
as person. It is a world removed from
all reality and it gives you a way of
escaping to a relaxed atmosphere.”
Dan Kriek
Chairman of Free State
Agriculture and ViceChairman of Agri SA
“With the assistance of government
our farmers can again produce
surplus maize volumes next
year. However, if we still do not
understand that the government
will have to assist, everyone will
understand it after this year.
The South African farmer has
always subsidised the consumer.
We will learn this year what
it means if the farmer can no
longer subsidise the consumer.”

Have you contributed to the drought disaster fund?
THE AGRI SA DROUGHT DISASTER FUND NEEDS YOUR HELP.
HOW TO MAKE YOUR DONATION: Donations can
be made via the webpage www.droogterampfonds.co.za
with various payment options like EFT, Credit cards, Check
and Debit cards, SnapScan or by SMS at R30 per SMS.

WHY MUST I CONTRIBUTE? Senwes appeals
to all concerned South Africans to stand by our
producers because they play a critical role in the food security of this country and the economy of the countryside.
SENWES Scenario • JUN/JUL 2016
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AUBREY KRUGER

Drought!

Drought pellets being
delivered at the Senwes
Bultfontein Silo.

Let’s all help Hoopstad and Bultfontein
AS THE DROUGHT
IS CONTINUING ITS
STRANGLEHOLD ON
THE HOOPSTAD AND
BULTFONTEIN AREAS,
SENWES CONTINUES ITS
EFFORTS TO SUPPORT
THIS AREA IN THE
TSWELOPELE DISTRICT.
AGRI SA DROUGHT DISASTER FUND
The Agri SA Drought Disaster
Fund, which was launched in
2015 with Senwes as founding
partner, increased to a massive
R14 million in May 2016.
The Free State, Northwest and
Northern Cape provinces were
the worst hit and thus far the
Northwest has received R3.1
million from the fund, Free State

R2.9 million and the Northern
Cape R2.3 million. The fund
reaches many towns, in total 150
- 41 Free State towns, 35 towns
in Northwest, 38 in the Western
Cape and 23 in the Northern
Cape. This area is also the core of
the Senwes area, which was particularly hard hit by the drought.
10 599 commercial farmers
were assisted, 1 566 of which were
emerging farmers and 8 657 farm
workers and members of the community were assisted with water
and food parcels. 39 729 bales of
fodder were donated, as well as
26 580 bags of feed pellets,
200 000 litres of water and 532
trucks transported all the said
donations.
SENWES A MAIN ROLE PLAYER IN
RENDERING DROUGHT AID
Senwes recently assisted the
Bultfontein and Hoopstad areas
in particular in the form of

Outgoing chairman of
the Bultfontein District
Agriculture, Kobus
Steenekamp, accepting
the drought pellets.
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516 bags of drought pellets in
April (303 to Bultfontein and
213 to Hoopstad). In May a
further 216 bales of fodder was
divided between the two towns.
Grainovation made a huge contribution by transporting the donations at no cost. An additional
15 consignments still have to be
transported at no cost. A number
of other donations are in the pipeline and a number of transport
companies have indicated that
they wish to join the project.
WATER SHORTAGES AT THE TOWNS
The Senwes water project kicked
off in 2015 with water having
been donated by staff and members of the community. Thousands
of litres of water have been delivered to a number of towns thus
far.
Senwes even channelled the
water pumped from its silo to
Hoërskool Bultfontein in an

Food packages being
distributed to the needy
in the Tswelepele district.

MA IN A R T ICL E

Water Shortage

•••

Reaches Crisis Levels in
Tswelopele Municipality

Grainovation supplied the transport of the bales and drought pellets
to the drought stricken areas of Hoopstad and Bultfontein.

attempt to assist with the water
problem. Two tanks of 130 000
and 90 000 litres each were erected by the community for the
storage of drinking and irrigation
water, according to school principal Jaco Kotze. The chairman
of the school's governing body,
Johan Pienaar, said that Senwes'
assistance has resulted in a saving of R8 000 per month in the
school's water account during
this time.
THE CURRENT SITUATION
The chairman of Bultfontein
District Agriculture, Herman
Meiring, says that approximately
10% of the normal maize volumes, 15% of normal sunflower
volumes and 1% of normal soya
bean and ground nut volumes
have been planted. The chairman
of the Hoopstad South Farmers
Union, Riaan Taljaard, said that
the maize plantings in their area
also amount to 10% of the normal plantings and late sunflower
plantings amount to 30% of the
normal planting levels.
RAIN
According to both Meiring and
Taljaard they received 30mm of
rain between September 2015
and January 2016, which paralysed the area. They also received
between 270 mm and 320 mm

of rain from 18 to 22 January
and again from 4 to 7 April.
“Due to the late rain the
regrowth period of grass in the
grazing area of Bultfontein is very
limited,” said Meiring. Farmers
therefore sold a lot of cattle and
only core herds were retained to
ensure the continued existence of
the producer and his labourers.
THE IMPACT ON THIS AREA
The impact is huge, with
183 000 hectares of land being
impacted by the drought 86 000 hectares of which at
Bultfontein and 84 000 hectares
at Hoopstad. 8 000 hectares and
5 000 hectares respectively are
under irrigation in the two areas.
FOOD DONATIONS
The community has launched
feeding schemes and food parcels
are handed out to needy children
at schools in the area. A further
problem is that the use of seasonal workers has declined. Less
money is therefore in circulation,
which brings about its own problems. In addition to low planting
levels, very little rain and water
shortages, cash flow is also a
problem.
For more information or to
assist, please contact Herman
Meiring at 0832923427 or Riaan
Taljaard at 082 856 6533.

THE AGRICULTURAL unions
of Bultfontein and Hoopstad
South are reaching out to anyone
in the area, and indeed all over the
country, to assist the Tswelopele
Municipality and community in
combating the drought conditions by donating bottled water
to the beleaguered towns. Visit
the Tswelopele Water Shortage &
Animal Feed Project facebook page
to find out more.
Concerned citizens who wish
to assist can drop off donations
of bottled water at the Senwes/
Hinterland branches in Bultfontein
and Hoopstad respectively.
Should you wish to make a do
nation, please deposit any amount
into the bank account of the
Bultfontein District Agricultural
Union, a non-profit organisation,
at ABSA Bank, Account Number:
9260809457, Branch: Bultfontein,
Branch Code: 334235.
THE SITUATION IN BRIEF
The Erfenis Dam supplies about
99% of the water needed for these
areas via the Vet River. The dam’s
current level is at an alarming
10.25%, which means that at the
current usage rate, the dam will
only be able to supply these towns
with water until 17 October 2016!
The crisis is real and its hea
ding for a total humanitarian and
livestock disaster. Fellow South
Africans, companies and institutions are asked to make donations
of water and funding to ward off
the crippling effects of the drought.
Please contact the chairman
of the Bultfontein District Agri
cultural Union, Herman Meiring
at 0832923427 or mail geluk@
absamail.co.za to find out how you
can make a difference.

SENWES Scenario • JUN/JUL 2016
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A REA F O C U S

The Bultfontein silo was the biggest in the Southern
Hemisphere when it was built in 1964.

AUBREY KRUGER

Bultfontein

flexes its muscles

BULTFONTEIN HAS BEEN
FLEXING ITS MUSCLES FOR
A VERY LONG TIME - IN
FACT, SINCE 1947 WHEN
THE TOWN WAS ESTABLISHED. THE AREA IN
WHICH THE TOWN IS SITUATED WAS PURCHASED
BY MEANS OF A FEW
DONATIONS RECEIVED AT
THE TIME AND THE AREA
HAS GROWN SIGNIFICANTLY SINCE, PARTICULARLY
AFTER BULTFONTEIN
WAS DECLARED A
MUNICIPAL AREA IN
1938. BULTFONTEIN WAS
NAMED AFTER A SPRING
AT THE FOOT OF A HILL.

6

TWO AREAS MAKE BULTFONTEIN
UNIQUE
Bultfontein, which is situated in
the heart of the Free State, is an
interesting agricultural area and
can be divided into two distinct
areas, north and south. Arable
land in the north and green grazing areas in the south. The older
people used to say that the south
is the ultimate, because ‘dit reën
altemit daar (it will no doubt rain
there)’. The two areas are clearly
visible from space.
FROM THE PAST
A number of tunnels dug by the
‘boers’ during the Anglo Boer War
(1899 – 1902) which were used
to hide from the English, can still
be seen in the area - on the farm
Terra Firma. Locals say that there
are approximately 500 metres of
tunnels.
Bultfontein is also a town of
firsts, with the first aeroplane
which was built there in 1907.
The first bond for a farm in the
Free State was approved in 1923,
over the farm Panfontein in the
district. Another interesting fact is
that king George VI, his wife and
daughters Margaret and Elizabeth
visited the town in 1947 and the
whole town was astir with roads
and the airstrip which had to be

JUN/JUL 2016 • SENWES Scenario

Since 1874! This year Bultfontein is
142 years old and will celebrate their
150th anniversary in 2024.

built and upgraded.
Years later, in 1965, the
Bultfontein Golf Club was built,
with its 18 tees and 9 greens on
which even Gary Player played on
occasion.
The formation of hundreds
of tractors a few kilometres away
from the Bultfontein silo right up
to the silo in the 1980’s was also a
sight for the local community.
It is also unique that this small
town has its own little airport with
a 1,2 km tarred landing strip.
DROUGHT SEASON
During the past drought this area
bore the brunt with very little rain
and the effect of the drought is
clearly visible from the top of the
Bultfontein silo.
This area produces maize, sunflower and wheat, but cotton and
asparagus have also been cultivated
in the past.
FARMING IN THE AREA
In terms of cattle, a number
of breeds are found at the various stud-farms in the area,
which include Brangus, Frisian,

A RE A F O CUS
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The Senwes Village Hinterland branch in Bultfontein is almost
26 years old after it was opened on 9 November 1990.

Holstein, Bonsmara, Simentaller, Hereford, Brafford
en Limousines, to name but a few. The area also has
a number of wool producers, who farm with German
and wool merinos. Up to 180 000 kg of wool has been
produced in one season in the area. A new trend is
merino’s and lucern.
A number of producers are establishing small game
camps in which they keep plains game, sable antelope,
buffalo and even lions.
WELL-KNOWN PEOPLE FROM THE AREA
Well-known people from the Bultfontein area include
people like as former police commissioner George Fivaz
and his second in charge, Mike Bester. There is also the
Toyota and McCarthy businesman, Brand Pretorius as
well as a number of excellent sportsmen participating in
sports like target shooting, weight-lifting and saddlery.
HOËRSKOOL BULTFONTEIN
Wherever you go, you will hear that the Bultfontein
Hoërskool is one of the export products of Bultfontein.
The principal of the school, Jaco Kotze, says that this is
due to the fact that the school has had a 100% matric
pass rate for the past 15 years and ranks as one of the
best schools in the Free State. The school was founded
in 1881 and the school building is one of the unique
buildings in town.
BULTFONTEIN DISTRICT AGRICULTURE
The chairman of Bultfontein District Agriculture,
Herman Meiring, says that they have approximately
170 members and two study groups, Grootpan and
Midde-in.
Bultfontein also has a very active hunting community, with the Cheetah Hunting Association.
It also has six feeding pens and a number of private
mills.

The first magistrate’s court was built in 1951.

Tractor after
tractor in the
1980’s with
many producers
waiting to deliver
their grain at the
Bultfontein silo.

>CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Die moderne boer staar talle uitdagings in die gesig en moet verskillende baadjies dra
om hulle te oorkom. Jy sien om na jou plaas, jou werkers, jou bates, jou huis en jou gesin.
Santam verstaan hoe baie van jou verwag word en daarom neem ons ’n wetenskaplike
benadering tot die beskerming van jou oeste, sowel as jou boerdery- en persoonlike bates.
Want ons glo jy verdien uitsonderlike versekering. Vir meer inligting, bel jou makelaar of
besoek www.santam.co.za/products/agriculture. Santam. Regte, egte versekering.
Santam is ’n gemagtigde finansiële-diensverskaffer (lisensienommer 3416).

KINGJAMES 34356A

VANDAG SE
BOERE IS
MEER AS
NET BOERE.

Bultfontein flexes
its muscles
> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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The NG Moedergemeente in
Bultfontein.

PECAN NUTS
Pecan nuts are also cultivated in
the area and an additional 5 000
hectares are planned over the next
five years.
CHURCHES
Bultfontein has churches in abundance. It includes the NG Mother
Church, NG Bultfontein-East,
Reformed Church as well as a few
Charismatic churches in the area.
Another old building is the
magistrate's office in town, which
was erected in 1951 and inaugurated by the former Minister of
Justice, CR Swart.
BULTFONTEIN SILO
The silo is managed by Ina
Strauss, one of only four female
silo managers at Senwes. She is
in charge of 17 staff members at
Bultfontein silo.
Bultfontein is one of
Senwes’ four largest silos, with
Wesselsbron, Bothaville and
Viljoenskroon being the other
three. Bultfontein silo was the
largest silo in the Southern
Hemisphere when it was erected
in 1964.
It has 111 bins in total. This
Keeve Steyn silo has 99 bins (60
round and 39 star bins) and the
new silo has 12 round bins. The
silo was erected in 1964 and the
new silo was added in 1982.
The Keeve Steyn silo is the
largest silo in the Senwes stall,
with Kroonstad, Theunissen and
Wesselsbron 234 being the other
Keeve Steyn silos. Mainly maize,
sunflower and wheat are received
and although rail transport facilities are available, the extent thereof is very small.
Strauss says that the silos were
97% to 98% full over the past

two seasons and between 3000
and 5000 tons of grain per day
have been received in the past. An
interesting fact is that water has to
be pumped out 24 hours per day
since Bultfontein silo is built on a
water table.
Talking about silos - the
impact of agriculture on the area
is clearly visible. You will find a
silo every 10 km from Bultfontein
to Wesselsbron, at Bultfontein,
Protespan, Willemsrus, Tierfontein
and Wesselsbron.
SENWES VILLAGE HINTERLAND
BRANCH
Gerhard van der Ryst is the
branch manager of the Senwes
Village Hinterland branch in
Bultfontein. He is in charge of a
team of 55 staff members.
The Senwes Village Hinterland
branch in Bultfontein is almost
26 years old and was opened on
9 November 1990. It is situated
on the old sports grounds on the
northern side of town. A grain
store was erected in the 1920's
and the founding members were
well-known families such as

The Gereformeerde
Kerk in Bultfontein.

the Calitz, Cronje, Coetzee and
Bredenkamp families, amongst
others. A mechanisation branch
as well as a new grain store was
opened in 1939. A retail branch
flowed from the mechanisation
branch.
So many people made contributions to the growth of Bultfontein
over the years and each person left
his mark. A number of projects
have been launched to upgrade
the town with a view to the 150
year celebrations in 2024.
Keep on flexing your muscles,
Bultfontein!
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Meiring has his community
at heart

Herman’s pr ide!
The M eir ing fa
mily with Herm
wife Tertia, daug
an M eir ing at th
hter Aletia, sone back with his
in-law Dirk Gouw
s and daughter
front is the third
Anneke. In
daughter in th
e family, Darien.

s
s
e
n
i
p
p
a
h
True
AUBREY KRUGER

ANOTHER SENWES PRODUCER WHO
SUPPORTS HIS DISTRICT

W

hat is true happiness?
There is often no defini
tive answer to this question. The
elements of happiness are, however, clearly visible on the farm
Geluk, which belongs to Herman
Meiring, Chairman of Bultfontein
District Agriculture.
Herman, who recently turned
51, farms on 500 hectares of land
and in addition to maize, he is
a sheep, cattle and pig farmer as

10 JUN/JUL 2016

well. He also leases 340 hectares
of land on Plessisdraai. As proud
fourth generation producer, following in the footsteps of Grandfathers’ Albertus and Charles and
Father Albertus, Herman is at the
helm on this farm. He has been
farming here for the past 28 years,
since 1988.
DREAM
His dream is to find the real mean-

• SENWES Scenario

ing of happiness. Jan Pienaar, Treasurer of Free State Agriculture, says
that Herman’s vision is not only
focused on himself - an excellent
description of Herman in one single sentence. In his own words, he
regards farming as a privilege. It is
a pleasure to work the soil with his
hands and to make a success of it.
HIS PRIDE
His family is his pride and joy - he
has been married to Tertia for 28
years. As a man who does not blow
his own trumpet, Herman leaves
the room when Tertia is asked to
describe him. "A man who always

IN T HE SPO T L IG HT
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Herman and his wife Tertia.

Herman farms with live stock
like cows, sheep and pigs.

offers help, even if it is to his own
detriment”. They jokingly tell
me that they have been together
since forever, as they were born
in the same hospital, four days
apart. They have four children,
Anneke, Aletia and Darien and
they are quick to add Dirk Gouws,
a producer from the district, to the
brood. Dirk is married to Anneke.
“They are our children. I would
also like to use this opportunity to
thank my wife and children. They
often have to take second place
in this “game” in which we are
involved”.
THE WHOLE OF BULTFONTEIN
After his family, Herman has the
whole of Bulftontein at heart.
When I talked to people in the
area it became evident that Herman is regarded as a father by
the community. Someone who
looks after their interests. No
wonder that Herman, with a few
other people, managed to run 52
projects at once at one stage. The
airport, roads and the Boertjie Festival are only some of them.
CO-OPERATION
Herman adds that nothing can

be achieved without co-operation
and communication. He believes
in being involved everywhere. He
was the chairman of Bultfontein
District Agriculture from 2008 to
2012 and was elected to this office
again in April 2016. Co-operation
and communication from the top
to the bottom send out the right
signals. He has no problem in
organising any gathering in record
time. Why? “I learned one thing you can talk to people, you cannot
talk to yourself”.
EMPLOYEES
His compassion with all people in
Bultfontein cascades down to his
workers as well. After a number
of people came looking for work,
Herman decided to launch a job
creation project. It is a farm gate
project which involves a number
of workers. These people are very
happy on the farm Geluk and they
receive housing, a salary and commission in accordance with a commission scheme. Herman explains
that the project is based on an order system and that things are quiet at present, due to the drought.
However, they are gearing themselves for when the agricultural

sector improves again - he would
also like to co-operate with Senwes
in this regard. Herman has been a
member of Senwes since 1988 and
he does all his purchases through
Senwes. The Agri-Services division
also assists his with mapping.
HERMAN ALWAYS GETS UP
Herman has experienced dark
times in his farming career, but his
> CONTINUED ON PAGE12
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Herman Meiring
> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
faith is his anchor. However, the Bultfontein community is wonderful and they
support one another.
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THE DROUGHT
Herman says that the drought can indeed
knock you down. He experienced this
first-hand when he had to sell everything
he owned on auction in 2002. For this
reason he decided to decrease his risks by
not planting. “I adjusted my strategy and
focused more on cattle.”
One often hears that drought is part
of a cycle. “It may be part of a cycle, but I
believe that there is a message in the cycle. The drought is also a sifting process.”
BALANCE
Walking through Meiring’s house it
becomes evident that balance is an important step towards finding happiness.
Herman has a massive gymnasium where
he trains two or three times a week with a
few other producers. He is also passionate
about hunting and fishing.
Another piece of advice from this
sturdy farmer before I left: “Do what you
want to do now, one day never comes.
You also have to enjoy what you need to
do now”.
Herman is definitely pursuing happiness on his farm Geluk by making the
most of every day.

PRO MO T IO N A L A RT ICL E

•••

NATIONAL FOOTPRINT

T

he future vision of Ters
Pretorius to expand the
trademark on a country-wide
basis, resulted in the establishment
of satellite plants (or factories)
in partnership with the Botha
family from Vissersdam, district
Trompsburg during 2012, and the
Van Zyl Family Trust from Thuso
Mills, Bothaville during 2014.
Johan Botha is the director of the
Trompsburg plant and Thabo van
Zyl the director of the Thuso Feed
Mill.
The plant at Trompsburg
specialises in the blending of sheep
products, but it can also manufacture licks, and the two plants in
Heilbron, as well as the plant in
Bothaville, are multi-specie mills,
which can also manufacture licks
on a separate basis.
It makes it possible to distribute
the Telwiedré product as far as the
Eastern Cape, Northwest, Free
State, Gauteng, parts of Limpopo
and KZN.
Marketers are active in all the
regions and are rendering service and advice to existing and
potential customers. Telwiedré
makes use of the best animal feed
experts in the world to support the
marketers in their duties.
Telwiedré Voere is accredited
with and is regularly audited by

Dekra ISO9001:2008; AFMA Safe
Feed for Safe Food, as well as AfriCompliance, who are specialists
in Africa in respect of the management of risks and compliance
with legislative requirements in
the animal feed industry. This is to
ensure that the management and
quality systems of Telwiedré Voere
will continue to be of a world
standard.
The three directors (owners) of
the different plants are all active
farmers, which means that they
have empathy with the situation of

producers. Due to the recent and
continuing drought country-wide,
they do everything in their power
to assist producers. Proof of their
support is the drought aid and
promotions (special discounts), offered at the end of December 2015
and which still apply in respect of
certain products via co-operatives
or retail outlets.
Please contact the primary
plant at Heilbron at 058
8522742 for more 		
information.

Pieter Möller,
Johan Botha,
Thabo van
Zyl and Ters
Pretorius
during the
opening of
Thuso Voere.

Telwiedré production plant, Heilbron
SENWES Scenario • JUN/JUL 2016
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MEET BORA
MONYATSI, AN
ENERGETIC YOUNG
UP-AND-COMING
FARMER. MOST
FARMERS START
OUT BY LEARNING
THE DAILY FARMING
ACTIVITIES FROM A
VERY YOUNG AGE. BUT
THIS WAS NOT THE
CASE WITH BORA.
FORCED INTO FARMING
Bora was literally thrown into the
farming fraternity when both his
uncles, Pule Monyatsi and George
Letlojane, died within a year of
each other in 2013 and he had
to step up to fill their shoes in
2014. His father Wesley, who is a
securities clerk at Senwes Credit
in Klerksdorp, was the one who
made the call to throw Bora in at
the deep end.
THE START
Learning how to swim was the
only answer. In fact, while growing
up Bora was actually terrified of
cows. But he took on the challenge
with one piece of advice from his
father: “You need to farm because
of passion, not for money.” And

14 JUN/JUL 2016

AUBREY KRUGER
Different worlds! Bora’s farm is in the foreground with Sasolburg, Vanderbijlpark
and Vereeniging in the background.

with that advice his passion for
farming grew.
He especially likes an old photograph of himself with a goat and
his grandfather, Andrew Aphiri.
This is something that he thinks
about a lot lately and which gives
him the idea that he was born to
farm.
At the outset you must be able
to accept that you will make mistakes. When they first planted
he had already planted about
two hectares of maize when one
of the workers, Elias Dlamini,
stopped him because he didn’t use
a marker. So he had to replant and
learned from his mistake.
Now, after two years on the
farm, he has become a confident
farmer who knows exactly what
he wants. He now knows different
cultivars, how to drive a tractor,
how to plant, how to prepare the
soil, etcetera.
UPBRINGING
Bora, who was born in Mafikeng,
speaks English fluently and is
currently a vibrant 29-year old
chap. He went to different schools
in Klerksdorp, Stilfontein and
Potchefstroom in the Northwest

• SENWES Scenario

province and matriculated at
Milner High School in 2005.
Interestingly, Bora studied Civil
Engineering and Information
Technology before he changed
to Marketing Management, for
which he received a diploma from
Unisa.
BEFORE FARMING
After he finalised his studies he
went around the block, from being
an account administrator at
Standard Bank and a salesman
at Discovery, to name just a few
positions before being thrust into
farming.
ABOUT HIS FARM
Bora farms on the farm Pula Ke
Khumo – Trading One. Loosely translated it means ‘Rain is
wealth’. Pula Ke Khumo is 1 365
hectares in size, 450 hectares of
which are arable land.
The farm’s name rang true this
season, even during the drought,
as Bora says that the farm still received 600 mm over the past year,
while they usually receive between
450 and 600 mm. But its not like
that for every farmer in the Vereeniging region, where rain fell in

NEWS

Bora as a child with
his grandfather,
Andrew Aphiri.
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Here is Bora's children
Onthathile and Leano.

patches. “Other farmers weren’t
that fortunate.” All in all he utilises
600 hectares of land for grazing
and leases the remaining land to
other famers in the area.
SENSIBLE FARMING
This year the family decided to
plant only 80 hectares. The reason
for this was to minimise the risk
during the drought season. “In
retrospect we could have planted
more, but the risk was too great.”
He decided to plant 45 hectares
of white maize and 35 hectares of
yellow maize. When Senwes Scenario visited him, they were busy
making bales to sell. This, as well
as the rental income they receive,
assists their cash flow situation to
a large extent - something most
farmers are familiar with.
STAFF
Bora employs two people on his
farm who help him with everything. He adds that there are about
five houses on the farm which
he leases from the government
where his workers as well as other
people stay. “I look after my staff
well. First and foremost I provide
a house, electricity and water for
them.”
FAMILY
The lady in Bora’s life is Boitumelo
and they have known each other
since high school. They have two
children, a son Onthathile (2) and
a girl Leano, who is 5 months old.
They live in Mafikeng but he sees
them whenever he can.

Bora Monyatsi, a confident
young farmer, on his farm.

HIS MENTOR
His mentor in farming is Herculas Willemse, a large commercial
farmer in the area. He always tells
me to learn as much as I can from
him while he is still there, which is
exactly what Bora does.
SENWES
He also has a lot of respect
for Senwes Agronomist, Julias
Ramohlabi. “Julias is like an older
brother to me. There is a lot of
mutual respect between us and he
is very understanding.” Besides
the assistance from Julias, Senwes
also offers other services, such as
the extension of loans to farmers.
He is also in the fortunate position
that the farm is only 3 kilometres
away from the nearest Senwes silo,
Raathsvlei silo.
MOTTO
He believes in the saying: “Don’t
be afraid to be yourself.” As a
Christian Bora says that one has to
have a strong character to weather
all challenges. “If you don’t go
through something tough now
and again, you will not be able to
meet challenges.”

TIME-OUT
Bora admits that things can get
hard at times. When that happens
he applies the advice he was given
by a motivational speaker / psycho
logist. “Once in a while I go out in
the veld and just shout. I’ve learned
to shout where nobody can hear
me. The veld is my therapist.”
THINGS HE LEARNED
One thing he learned is that as a
farmer, your job doesn’t stop when
the work day is over. “I’ve also
learned to look after my stuff”.
Here Bora refers to stock theft that
has plagued him since 2014. At
one stage 52 cows were stolen and
they got 27 back. Since then the
herd has grown to 37.
After two years of farming it
seems as though Bora has experienced the highs and the lows,
which are shaping him to become
a great farmer. May the name of
his farm “Rain is wealth” ring true
in the future!
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T RADE N E W S
Ben Burger will
keep your wallet
in safekeeping
as relationship
manager in
Bultfontein.

Ben Burger
will carry your wallet
Boeta du Toit (CEO, Agri NW ), Pierre Vercueil (President,
Agri NW ), John Griffiths (Agri NW Young Farmer of the
Year), Callie Buitendag (Santam Agriculture), Magnus
Theunissen (Outgoing Young Farmer Chairman, Agri NW )
and Gideon van Zyl (Newly Appointed Young Farmer
Association Chairman, Agri NW ).

Senwes sponsors Agri NW
Young Farmer Association
SENWES WAS once again a sponsor of the Agri
NW Young Farmer Association held on 22 April at
the NWK Training centre in Lichtenburg.
The event was well-attended by young farmers
from the Northwest area as well as by local media
representatives.
Various expert speakers addressed the conference
on issues pertaining to farming and the farming
value chain.
Certisure’s MD Daan Hugo shared Certisure’s
model on risk management, which was in-line with
the conference theme of “Management of Critical
Agricultural Risks”.
The conference was preceded by a gala dinner
the night before where Mr John Griffiths was
announced as the Agri NW Young Farmer of the
Year.
Other highlights of the conference included
presentations on the future of Agriculture by Mr
Jerome Yazbek, Director of AgriSig, supported
by a panel from AgriSig consisting of Mr Danie
Bruwe, Head of Marketing, Mr Marinus le Roux,
Agronomic Product Development and Miss Chantel
Yazbek, CEO. Mr Jacques van Wyk, silo manager
at NWK Silo Services, tackled how to “Manage
your farming business with ease”, while Mr Claude
Peters, MD RenEnergy Africa shed some interesting
light on solar energy in a presentation entitled “Take
control of your energy.”

16 JUN/JUL 2016
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R

elationship Manager Ben Burger at Hoopstad
will think nothing of managing your business
on your behalf. This is how Ben sees his job and he
mentions that he would like to carry customers' wallets for them.
Ben was born in Bultfontein and started as sales
representative at Senwes in 1980, selling tractors and
implements. He was transferred to the Retail Division in 1993 as assistant branch manager at Bultfontein and was branch manager at Luckhoff from 1996
to 1998. He was also the mechanisation manager in
Bloemfontein in 1999.
After a short period as manager at Afgri, Hoopstad, he returned to Senwes Bultfontein in 2005 as
input marketer and then became the relationship
manager. “The guys around here know me and by
God’s grace I managed to find my way again”. The
trust relationship he had with them survived and he
could immediately focus on supplier relationships.
His philosophy is to carry the customer's wallet,
which he has been pursuing since the early years.
With his product knowledge in respect of direct
input products, such as fertiliser and seed, as well as
his mechnisation background and 36 years of experience, Ben is the right man for both employer and
customer.
Ben really achieved success when he increased the
turnover at Bultfontein from R26 million to more
than R200 million in one year. His focus was to
bring customers back to Senwes. “I have a good relationship with my customers and, moreover, Senwes
has a good product”.
The 67-year old Ben enjoys his work so much that
his contract has been renewed for the eighth time.
He will continue building relationships as debtors
clerk in future.
Ben has been married to Estelle for the past 38
years and they have three children. Tommy follows in
his father's footsteps and does a similar job at FNB,
Bennie manages property and Riané is married to a
young farmer from the area, Theuns du Bruyn.
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Riaan Botes, Senwes Equipment
Workshop Manager at Bultfontein.

T RADE N E W S

Riaan Botes

keeps producers’ wheels rolling
THIS IS how Senwes Equipment
Workshop Manager, Riaan Botes,
describes his role in this area.
Botes regards his division as absolutely essential for the producer.
He describes it as the link between
the client, the technician and the
spares division. “We literally run a
business in conjunction with the
farmer. We are actually his partner
and we have to keep the wheels of
his business rolling.”
The 37 year old Botes is very
competent due to his 20 years of
experience at Senwes. He started
as apprentice at Bultfontein in
1997, qualified in 2001 and was
appointed as technician and contractor before he was promoted to

the position of workshop manager
in 2009.
Riaan's duties include work
flow planning, setting up of spare
parts, dealing with claims, special
tools and many other day-to-day
duties. He believes that in order to
retain a client, the focus has to be
of a long-term nature, followed by
service. “Good service ensures that
the client returns time after time.”
To support his point, he mentions that 80% or more of the
spare parts are ordered by the
workshop.
He enjoys working with producers. Bultfontein is a very dry
area in South Africa and this year
he witnessed the way in which

producers stand by one another.
“We know and share one another’s
concerns, which makes us a close
community”.
Riaan has been married to
Adéle for the past 16 years and
they have three children, Ruan (9),
Henry (6) and Riaan (2).
Riaan is perfect for the position
which he holds. He is an extrovert
and admits that he talks a lot.
However, he adds with a smile
that he has to exercise self-control
because he is actually short-tempered.

Everyone in Bultfontein knows Sonja
BULTFONTEIN residents all
know Sonja Cloete. Sonja has
been part of Senwes for the past
14 years and is currently the junior grain procurer at Senwes. She
started there as grain administration clerk and was promoted to
junior grain procurer in 2004.
She believes that face value is of
the utmost importance.
She is truly interested
in the farming operations of producers she wants to be there
for them.
She believes that
Senwes is the leading
agri-company in this
Sonja Cloete is your
junior grain procurer in
Bultfontein.
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district. There are a lot of reasons
for this, one being the fast and
effective service rendered by Senwes. “If a producer delivers grain
in the morning, I am able to show
him all his consignments within
five minutes“. ”When you talk
about Senwes Grain Procurement,
people know exactly who they are
dealing with”.
Sonja mentions that Senwes offers the best possible prices, as well
as a variety of transactions. Her
involvement helps this introvert a
lot. She likes one-on-one contact.
She has to know people in
order to have a good conversation
with them, and “she knows these
people very well”. One thing
about Sonja is that she says what
she thinks. Her colleagues say that
farmers really love her, because of
the good service she renders.
Sonja has a junior grain pro-
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curement award in her office,
which confirms that this 37-year
old grain procurer is indeed very
successful.
The Bloemfontein-born Sonja
went to school in Theunissen and
studied Import and Export Management at the Central University
of Technology in Bloemfontein,
where she attained her National
Diploma in 2001. She majored in
marketing, which helps her a lot
in her current position, where she
works with imports and exports.
Bultfontein citizens should
know that Sonja is a jogger and
she likes road races. She completed
a Two Oceans Half-marathon in
2000 and a 28 km race in Bloemfontein.
Sonja has been married to Gerrit Cloete for 12 years and they
have three children, Lenise (10),
Lianie (8) and Lize-Mari (3).
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DJ van der
Linde is proud
of his 40-year
old planter.

2016 Free State Agriculture Young Farmer

a proud Senwes customer

“I HAVE ALWAYS KNOWN
THAT I WANT TO FARM!
THERE IS NOWHERE ELSE
WHERE I WANT TO BE.”

T

he sixth generation Van der
Linde, JD, was crowned as
the provincial winner at the Free
State Young Farmer event at Monte Bello Estate in Bloemfontein on
21 April 2016. Here Senwes was
also the proud co-sponsor of the
Free State Young Farmer Conference. DJ is motivated to follow in
his ancestors' footsteps en tells us
that his grandfather, DJ van der
Linde, was the 1984 Maize Farmer
of the Year. “I want to be part of
a good farming history”, he said
ambitiously. “I never thought I
would win the competition up to
this stage. There are a number of
good farmers out there and I do
not regard myself as the top farmer
in the area. However, I try my
best and I am proud to be able to
compete on equal footing with the
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others”.
DJ grew up on the farm St.
Helena near Vierfontein and is
currently the third generation on
the farm. He is a proud farmer:
“Everything I know about farming I learned from my father”.
DJ has a B.Ed. Tech with main
subjects Mechanical Technology
and Fitting-and-Turning, which
he attained from the North West
University in Potchefstroom. “I
built all sorts of things and used
my hands from an early age, but
I also knew that I wanted to be
a farmer. I only went to study to
find a wife”, he adds jokingly. He
met his lovely wife, Rianette, at
university and they are blessed
with two beautiful children, Divan
(6) en Suhanri (4). “Without my
family, and in particular my wife,
I would not have been here today.
She supports me at every level of
the farming operations”.
DJ really started farming in
2012 when he inherited the farm
from his late father, DJ van der
Linde. He systematically expanded
the diversified farming operations

• SENWES Scenario

to 750 hectares of cultivated land
and 150 hectares of grazing. The
farming operations include 60%
white maize, 10% yellow maize,
25% sunflower and 5% cattle
(Simbras). One thing which DJ
learned from his father and which
he really took to heart, is: “do
something once and do it right”.
DJ likes to know exactly what happens on his farm. “I am painfully
neat and tidy”, which is why he
has refined his planting techniques
and why he precisely manages his
crops. DJ is a proud Senwes supporter. “I wlll always do business
with Senwes. They look after us
farmers”.
DJ always manages to make a
plan - he uses equipment, implements and skills available on the
farm in order to adjust to changing
conditions. “I don’t have the latest
implements, tractors and equipment, but I adjust what I have in
order to keep up with technology
and the developing industry”.
DJ has an old threshing machine
which dates from the thirties and
which is in a 100% working con-

T RA D E N E W S

tola, Aaron
m the lef t: Phineas Ko
The far ming team. Fro
mbeu,
No
on
Sim
e, Jan Majoro,
Motete, Petrus Motet
.
de
Lin
r
de
van
DJ
d
de an
Rianette van der Lin

dition. He also has 70’s and 80’s
John Deere tractors. “These tractors really last forever”, JD proudly
said. His planter, which he uses
year after year, is 40 years old and
he adjusts it every now and again
with the latest technology.
Prof. Pieter Fourie, Associate-Professor at the Central University of Technology (CUT), Free

State Department of Agriculture
and convener of the judges, says
that the drought conditions made
the judging very difficult. DJ says
that the drought brought him closer to his Creator and made him
realise once again where everything
comes from. He and his team of
workers, (10 male and 3 female),
worked very hard as a team in

order to deliver a successful crop.
“I don’t farm to make money. I
farm for 10 other families”. DJ
is a kind-hearted man who is involved in his community. He is
involved with Grain SA and Free
State Agriculture. He also works
on the Vierfontein road and acts
as mechanic for a number of SA
Police Service vehicles. He started
a community shooting range and a
soccer field for his employees and
he is always offering his services to
the school and church.
“I go to the Senwes Bothaville
branch a lot. I really like the people there”, DJ said with a smile.
He also enjoys the Grainlink
App and thinks it is “very smart”.
Senwes supported DJ during the
competition.
With Senwes firmly behind DJ,
we wish him every success with the
last leg of the competition.
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Nation in Conversation:

Tackling burning issues at Nampo
NATION IN CONVERSATION WRAPPED UP FOUR
DAYS OF FILMING AT THE
NAMPO HARVEST DAY IN
BOTHAVILLE ON FRIDAY,
20 MAY 2016, WHICH SAW
TEN PANEL DISCUSSIONS
ON BURNING ISSUES IN
AGRICULTURE BEING
TACKLED HEAD-ON BY
SOME OF THE SECTOR’S
MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE
EXPERTS - 35 PANEL MEMBERS TO BE EXACT.

T

he final day was marked by
a discussion on changing
the image of agriculture with
panellist Phumi Mashigo, Foun
ding Partner, Ignitive, suggesting
that ‘Feeding the Nation’ should
become the new brand slogan for
South African agriculture.
All ten episodes are available
Joe Maswanganyi, Senwes Group
Executive in deep convers ation with
Prof Mzukisi Qobo, Political Risk Analyst
during Nation in Convers ation. They
were part of an all black panel including
Anchor Mpumelelo Mkhabela, former
editor of the Sowetan and Prince
Mashele, Political Analyst.
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on Youtube, and will be broadcast
on various TV platforms. For the
full list of episode titles and panel
lists, please visit the Nation in
Conversation website.
The atmosphere over the four
days of filming was one of tangible optimism and passion despite
the current drought conditions
and political shenanigans dogging
the sector.
Discussions included success
stories, including those of new
black commercial farmers, family
businesses, the value chain from
the farm to the fork, changing
the image of agriculture, how to
market agriculture to the youth
as an attractive career choice and
even why South African farmers
are actively being pursued to farm
further north in Africa.
What this round of Nation in
Conversation put into focus, is
that the discussion is definitely
gaining momentum with the message going out to Joe Public on
more platforms than ever before.
The Nation in Conversation App
allowed people to participate in
the conversations live and in real
time. Similarly the Nation in
Conversation digital platforms
registered significant traffic
throughout the proceedings.
Consensus was reached that
transformation is non-negotiable, while the need to produce
enough food for South
Africa and Africa was
seen as a priority. The
quality of food came
up as an increasing
trend as the South
African consumer
expresses a demand to
be able to trace what he eats

• SENWES Scenario

back to where it was produced.
Government inertia in the
implementation of policy was
seen as the main culprit in hol
ding back the rolling out of some
of the suggested transformation
reforms while successful initiatives
from private groups of commercial farms in the transformation
arena were seen as a catalyst to get
more farmers to initiate their own
reform programmes.
The African continent still has
46% of the world’s underutilised
arable land. This incredible statistic means the potential for South
African farmers to expand their
businesses into Africa and share
their skills and experience is a real
option. This fact was driven home
by the revelation that 42 African
countries have made formal
approaches to South African agricultural associations for farming
assistance.
The inherent die-hard optimism among South African
farmers rose to the fore during the
discussions and in the final analysis it would seem that farmers will
endure and embrace the challenges
that face the sector to ensure the
continuation of food security in
the country.
Visit the Nation in Conver
sation website. Download the
Nation in Conversation App from
the various App stores and join
in the conversation. Watch all the
episodes on Youtube and check
the website for the broadcast times
of the episodes on the different
television networks. Also follow
the discussion on Twitter@nationconverse and check out our regular posts on our Facebook page
and Instagram.

BLOU BETEKEN
BEPROEFDE TEGNOLOGIE –
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RUBIN 9 KOMPAK-SKOTTELEG

Die Rubin 9 sny materiaal, vermeng dit met die bogrond en vorm saadbed in net
een beweging danksy die slim manier waarop elke skottel aan sy eie geveerde arm
gemonteer is. Dit maak ‘n aggresiewe invalshoek van 20° met die grond moontlik vir
goeie deurmenging en maksimale werksintensiteit.

■ Elke skottel lig self op wanneer klippe of ander
hindernisse teengekom word en herstel vanself
■ Laers en buste is ten volle onderhoudvry
■ Werkwydtes van 2,5 tot 12 m beskikbaar
■ Hoë werkspoed vir groot trefkrag en intensiteit

KRISTALL 9 KOMPAK-KULTIVATOR
geruil;
nder moeite
Skare word so
is nodig nie
ap
sk
ed
re
geen ge

Die kort en kompakte ontwerp van die Kristall 9 beteken dat hy met minder skare meer
intensief werk en minder trekkerkrag vereis. ‘n Ry skottels maak die grond gelyk voordat die
nalooprollers dit vasdruk en ’n saadbed vorm. Die moontlikheid om die diepte akkuraat te
beheer en die gouwisselskare van LEMKEN beteken dat jy altyd met die regte skaar op die
optimale diepte werk.
Kontak jou naaste handelaar om meer oor LEMKEN uit te vind
Blackie Swart, Area Verkoopsbestuurder, 082-404-9651, b.swart@lemken.com

■
■
■
■

Veerbelaaide skare is ten volle onderhoudvry
Werkdieptes van 5 tot 30 cm moontlik
Beskikbaar in 3 tot 6 m werkwydte
Hittebehandelde skare vir langer leeftyd
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Hinterland stalletjie by
NAMPO Oesdag 2016.

NEW S

JUANITA GREYLING
Mark Stead (Manager:
Commercial Fuels) of
Engen hands over
a cheque of R1
million to Francois
Strydom (Senwes
Group CEO) that
will go towards the
Agri SA Drought
disasterfund.

An exceptional achievement
for Senwes and NAMPO Harvest Day
AFTER AN UNBELIEVABLE
50TH NAMPO HARVEST
DAY, WHICH WAS HELD
FROM 17-20 MAY 2016
AT BOTHAVILLE, THERE IS
HOPE IN THE HEART OF
EVERY FARMER.

T

he rain which fell during
the week before the
NAMPO Harvest Day literally
washed the harvest day terrain
and the hearts of producers clean
in preparation of the largest
agricultural exhibition in the
world. “It did not only rain money

or grain, but also hope”, said
Jannie de Villiers (Chief Executive
of Grain SA).
The drought has the country
astir and there was huge concern
that it would have a negative
impact on NAMPO attendance
figures. However, as we all know,
farmers are resourceful. According
to Grain SA attendance figures
on the first day exeeded those of
the previous year and attendance
did not differ much from previous
years.
This year's NAMPO Harvest
Day once again exceeded all
expectations with something
for every member of the family.
The John Deere exhibition area
had tongues wagging about the

Front: Chris Schutte
(Astral CEO) and Francois
Strydom (Senwes Group
CEO). Back: Andy Crocker
(Meadow Feeds MD)
and Christo Booyens
(Tradevantage MD)
signing the maize supply
agreement.
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John Deere 9570 RX tractor
launch. One of the R6,3 million
tractors was sold within the first
15 minutes of the launch. Nine
models in total were booked and
sold within the first two days of
the NAMPO Harvest Day.
Senwes also caused a stir at
the NAMPO Harvest Day by
donating R1 million to Agri
SA for the Drought Disaster
Fund on behalf of Engen.
Senwes also joined hands with
Astral, a leading, integrated
poultry producer in South
Africa. On 18 May 2016 at
NAMPO Harvest Day a maize
supply agreement was signed by
Francois Strydom (Senwes Chief
Executive Officer), Chris Schutte
(Astral Chief Executive Officer),
Andy Crocker (Meadow Feeds
Managing Director) and Christo
Booyens (Tradevantage Managing
Director). Francois is excited
about the partnership with Astral.
“Senwes is privileged to have
concluded such a large agreement
with an organisation such as
Astral.”
Senwes Grainlink had
visitors' heads turning, literally
and figuratively, with its tiptop, innovative technological

NEWS
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Francois Strydom
(Senwes CEO)
excited about
the innovative
technological
Senwes Grainlink
stall.
Grain SA acknowleges Senwes’
contribution at the 50th edition
of NAMPO Harvest Day this year
for their exceptional performance
and continued support as well
as participation as exhibitor
throughout the 50 years. From
the left are Jaco Minnaar (Grain
SA: Chairman), Francois Strydom
(Senwes: Group Chief Executive),
Johan Grobler (Senwes: Head,
Group Corporate Marketing and
Communications) and Cobus
van Coller (NAMPO Harvest Day,
Chairman).

application and the 3D-silo
model and video. “This year,
with Grainlink's new conceptual
exhibitions and presentations,
was one of the most successful
years”, said Marietjie Grobler
(Senwes Grainlink Project
Manager). Visitors queued to
use the 3D-glasses, with which
they could see exactly how the
intake, handling and outloading
processes are done in a silo. “It
made me feel like a kernel in a silo.
At long last I understand the silo
process. Wow, what a wonderful
experience”, said Thaila du Plessis
(visitor at the Grainlink stall)
excitedly. According to Marietjie
the entries for the weather station
competition really took off and a
winner was announced every day.
The Hinterland stall brimmed
with visitors and customers for the
large variety of products on offer.
According to Eddie Morrison
(Hinterland Head of Sales)
Hinterland's arms division did
better than ever before.
Senwes salutes the succesful
NAMPO Harvest Day and
celebrates the exceptional
achievements of the 50th year of
existence.

Senwes toast 50 years’ success

with NAMPO

FOLLOWING THE NAMPO
Harvest Day edition of the Senwes Scenario (April/May), more
research was done into the history
of NAMPO. “It is important to
tell people more about the interesting facts and background of
the NAMPO Harvest Day and
Senwes’ involvement,” said Thys
Grobbelaar, Senior Grain Analyst
at Senwes Grainlink. Thys is regarded as Senwes’ own historian.
Senwes was one of the first
eight exhibitors when NAMPO
Harvest Day (previously known
as SAMPI) set out in 1967 on the
farm, Donkerhoek.
Shortly after the first Harvest
Day, it was decided in 1971 to
hold different NAMPO Harvest
Days. Three NAMPO Harvest
Days were held in 1972 - 1973
in different districts: Donkerhoek
(Bloemfontein district), Annie
Lombaard (Hartebeesfontein/
Ottosdal district) and Hopefield
(Bloemfontein district).
The NAMPO Harvest Day
held on the farm Annie Lombaard,
on the left hand side of the Hartebeesfontein and Ottosdal road,
bear the footprints of Senwes. The
farm is near the Senwes Melliodora silos and was named after
the aunt of the late Pieter Meyer,
Annie Lombaard. Pieter Meyer
was the chairman of Senwes from

1994 to 1999.
After the three NAMPO Harvest Days a NAMPO Symposium
was held, where the possibility of
one central NAMPO Harvest Day
to be held over a period of four to
five days was discussed. A central
NAMPO Harvest Day Committee and ad hoc-committees were
established and at the same time a
decision was made regarding a permanent site and date. Senwes has
been using the Senwes hall (now
known as the Hinterland hall) to
exhibit its divisions and products
since the first NAMPO Harvest
Day at Marthaville.
The naming rights of the Senwes hall were retained over the
years and were changed in 2013
to the Hinterland hall where the
Hinterland ranges of firearms and
the innovative Senwes Grainlink
stall can be found.
The NAMPO Harvest Day
went from strength to strength
over the years and this was confirmed by Thys. “My first NAMPO Harvest Day was in 1975,
when the agriculture students at
the University of the Free State
received complimentary tickets for
an ox braai. I have been a staunch
supporter ever since.”
Senwes joins the NAMPO Harvest Day in celebrating 50 years of
success!
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SUSARI GELDENHUYS

SAFEX SCENARIO’S WITH SUSARI

INTRODUCTION
The new season is nearing its
end and the harvest time is approaching. However, uncertainty
regarding the current season still
prevails, which makes it difficult
for producers to make marketing
decisions. There are two general
aids in the form of fundamental
analysis and technical analysis
which will contribute to a higher
probability of success when such
investment decisions are considered.
Fundamental analysis and the
basis of technical analysis were
discussed in previous articles and
the aim of this article is to expand
on the different technical indicators which can be used in different
market conditions in order to
identify more accurate buy and
sell levels. The technical indicators
can be divided into two broad
categories, namely leading and
lagging indicators.
LEADING INDICATORS
Leading indicators aim to predict
future price movements, particularly by determining the extent
to which markets are oversold or
overbought. The Relative Strength
Index (RSI) is considered as one
of the most popular leading indicators used in modern technical
analysis. The RSI is usually a 5, 9
or 14 days price following oscillator, fluctuating between 0 and
100, which allows for easy identification of buy and sell signals,as
well as being comparable with
other indicators. The RSI can be
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Figure 1: RSI-interpretation

SOURCE: COMPILED IN THE METASTOCK (2011) DATA BASE.

analysed in different ways, but the
so-called “tops and bottoms” is
the most general analysis. When
the RSI trades above 70, an overbought market is indicated, after
which a selling signal is generated
when the RSI breaks the 70-level
from above. On the other hand,
an oversold market is indicated
when the RSI moves to below
30, after which a selling signal is
generated when the RSI breaks
the 30-level from below. Both the
above interpretations are illustrated
graphically in Figure 1, where a
buy signal is indicated by the blue
arrow and a sell signal is indicated
by the red arrow.
The Stochastic Oscilator is also
regarded as a popular indicator in
technical analysis. This indicator
makes a comparison between a
security's most recent price and
the closing price over a given
period of time. The indicator is
based on the theory that the closing prices over a certain period
will move closer to the previous
high points (low points) as prices
move upwards (downwards). The
Stochastic Oscilator calculates two

• SENWES Scenario

lines, namely the %K-line and the
%D-line.
The %K- and %D-lines are
expressed as a value which oscilates
between 0 and 100, where an
overbought and oversold market
are indicated should any of the
two lines move to below or above
a certain value (values are normally
set at 20 and 80). In addition a sell
(buy) signal is generated when the
%K-line crosses the %D-line from
the above (below) (graphically
illustrated by red and blue arrows
in Figure 2 respectively). Some
technical analysts prefer to only
identify sell and buy signals when
the Stochastic Oscilator moves
into overbought or oversold areas
respectively.
LAGGING INDICATORS
In contrast to leading indicators,
lagging indicators are not aimed
at predicting future price movements, but rather at following
price trends. The Moving Average
(MA) is regarded as one of the
oldest, most flexible and generally used technical indicators and
can easily be applied to any price

CO L UMN

Figure 2: Stochastic Oscilator interpretation

SOURCE: COMPILED IN THE METASTOCK (2011) DATA BASE

is calculated by deducting a longer
term MA, normally a 26-day MA,
from a shorter term MA, normally
a 12-day MA. This calculation is
also known as the fast MACD-line
and is graphically illustrated by
the solid line in Figure 4. A second line is calculated and plotted
over the MACD-line in order to
generate buy and sell signals. The
line is better known as the signal
line (as graphically represented by
the dotted line in Figure 4) and is
compiled by calculating a 9-day
MA from the MACD. The two
calculated averages are mainly used
to generate buy and sell signals
when the MACD-line crosses the
signal line from below or above
respectively. Figure 4 is a graphic
illustration of a buy and sell signal,
as indicated by the blue and red
arrow respectively.

Figure 3: MA-interpretation

SOURCE: COMPILED IN THE METASTOCK (2011) DATA BASE

CONCLUSION
By merely having a reasonable
understanding of the above information, you will be a step ahead of
the rest. However, it will be most
beneficial to combine technical
analysis with fundamental analysis
in order to make the best possible
decision. When the longer term
support line is broken, it can usually be linked to fundamentally
changing supply and demand
factors.

Figure 4: MACD-interpretation

SOURCE: COMPILED IN THE METASTOCK (2011) DATA BASE

For more information or to obtain competitive option prices on
a variety of commodities, please
contact Susari Geldenhuys at 018
464 7430 or 072 116 9999 or
e-mail her at Susari.Geldenhuys@
senwes.co.za.

data. An MA can be defined as
a smooth rendering of the price
movements of a security over a
fixed period, where the most recent data only is used. An MA is
compared to the price movements
of the commodity to generate buy
and sell signals. A buy signal is
generated when the market price
crosses the MA from below, where
a selling signal is generated should
the market price cross the MA
from above. Both signals are represented graphically in Figure 3 by

the blue and red arrow respectively.
Despite the popularity of the
MA, it is recommended that the
MA be interpreted in conjunction
with other indicators to ensure the
accuracy of signals. The Moving
Average Convergence Divergence
(MACD) is a popular technical
indicator which is analysed in
conjunction with the MA. The
MACD is a momentum oscilator
with the intention of determining
a trend and pointing out a possible
change in the trend. The indicator

•••

* All concepts were defined in previous articles and are therefore not
repeated.
** The calculation of the technical
indicators fall outside the scope of
this article and are not discussed.
For further enquiries in this regard,
contact your professional and
knowledgeable Safex broker.
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THE ANNUAL GOSA SYMPOSIUM WAS HELD AT
LANGEBAAN ON 16 AND
17 MARCH 2016. GOSA IS
THE GRAIN HANDLING
ORGANISATION OF
SOUTHERN AFRICA AND
ITS MAIN OBJECTIVE IS TO
PROMOTE THE PERFORMANCE OF THE GRAIN
HANDLING INDUSTRY.

V

arious well-known guest
speakers delivered addresses at the symposium. Dr Clem
Sunter talked about the world and
South Africa after 2016. He referred to trends relating to corruption, the quality of infrastructure
and leadership. His recommendation was that focus should be
placed on what South Africa does
well, such as the expansion of good
agricultural companies and private
schools.
Dr Roelof Botha was optimistic
that a sensible economic policy
would encourage the economy to
switch to a higher gear. Although
factors such as the drought, weak
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leadership and high interest rates
are hampering the economy at
present, he believes that there is
a good chance for an upswing
during the second half of the year.
According to him the capital markets are not taking much notice of
a company's credit grading and a
stronger rand is foreseen.
Prof Kobus van der Walt
from the North West University,
Potchefstroom Campus, provided
an insightful perspective on the environment. He referred to climate
trends and how it will affect South
Africa in future. A huge concern is
the exhaustion of food, water and
energy sources due to population
growth and the expected pouring
in of people as a result of the fact
that a dry area is expected to form
north of South Africa within the
next 30 to 50 years.
Prof Van der Walt recommended that climate change be stopped
by means of alternative energy
sources such as wind and sun power, as well as the exploitation and
distribution of natural gas from
the Mozambique coast. Further
solutions for agriculture lie in
precision farming and the correct
flocculation of land. He concluded
with the thought-provoking statement that producers should farm
with land and not with maize.
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The Senwes
Scenario platforms
are abuzz
AFTER THE launch of the
new website and application
on 18 February this year, the
number of readers increased
astonishingly. 94% of these users
were new to the platforms and
the platforms were visited 21
907 times during March 2016.
These figures hold huge
potential and it is of the utmost
importance to retain the number
of readers and to provide
reading material favoured by our
target audience in a sustainable
manner.
Our readers also enjoy the
online version of the Senwes
Scenario and a total of 1 049
visits to the February/March and
April/May issues were recorded.
The language allocation is
relatively unilateral with the
Afrikaans version accounting for
77% of this figure.
Should you still not have the
Senwes Scenario application on
your smartphone, get it today. If
you have an iPhone, use this link
http://fwd2.co/ScenarioApple.
If not, use http://fwd2.co/
ScenarioGoogle.

Meer as net

LANDBOU

My keuse, my Senwes.

Senwes Credit prosesseer kredietaansoeke vinnig jy kan kies uit ‘n wye reeks mededingende finansieringsprodukte vir jou unieke omstandighede. Koester jou gesin
en vergeet van krediet-kopsere.

106
VINNIGE
AFLEWERING
GOEIE DIENS

PERSOONLIKE
VERHOUDINGS
BETROUBAAR

PERSOONLIKE
SAKE-OPLOSSINGS
SPESIFIEKE BEHOEFTES

MEDEDINGENDE
FINANSIERING
UNIEKE OMSTANDIGHEDE

GESTIG
IN 1909
‘N EEU VAN LANDBOU

http://senwes.co/7min_DVD2016
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THE RELOADING OF
AMMUNITION HAS REALLY TAKEN ROOT OVER
THE PAST NUMBER OF
YEARS, PARTICULARLY
AMONGST HUNTERS. IN
THE PAST THE RELOADING OF AMMUNITION
WAS MOSTLY DONE BY
TARGET SHOTS.

T

he main reasons for the
reloading of ammunition
are affordability and the wide selection of reloading components,
which in turn enable shots to
reload tailor-made ammunition
with an optimal performance in
a specific rifle.
The development of a load for
a specific rifle is, however, often
easier said than done! There is no
easy technique and time on the
shooting range is inevitable. The
time on the shooting range
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should, however, be approached
in the correct manner in order to
ensure that the cost saving objective of reloading ammunition
does in fact realise.
Various load development
techniques are in use. These
techniques vary from shooting
5 rounds in 0.5gr increments
from the minimum to the maximum load as recommended by
the gunpowder manufacturer
to using the QuickLOAD
programme to identify a guide
load. A 5 shot grouping exercise
is normally a time consuming
and expensive process since the
shooter will have to shoot at
least 10 groups of five rounds,
with even more groups thereafter in order to refine the results
of the best groups. The human factor and environmental
factors also play a role during
the group shooting sessions.
QuickLOAD on the other hand
is becoming more and more
popular amongst reloaders. The
problem is, however, that very
few reloaders really understand
how the programme works and
the requirements for determining a safe guide load for your
rifle. One calculation
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error with QuickLOAD can
have catastrophic consequences. Nevertheless, QuickLOAD
specialists are available who can
do the calculations at a cost on
behalf of the client. Many a
shooter has been helped in this
way, which emphasises the cost
and time-saving advantages of
QuickLOAD.
This article will focus on a safer method for the average reloader, namely the Incremental Load
Development method, developed
by the Frenchman, Creighton
Audette. Reloaders talk about
the ladder or sweet spot-method.
This method works well and in
addition to the standard method,
this article will explain a confirmatory method which will assist
the reloader in identifying the
correct shot in the sweet spot
bundle for group tests.
HOW DOES THE LADDER
METHOD WORK?
The point of departure is usually
to purchase the correct components for your rifle. The choice
of bullets, primers, brass manufacturer and propellant is normally a subject in its own right,
but not the focus of this article.

Frans Dreyer,
Manager Senwes
Grain Brokerage
is the author of
this column.

It is, however,
important for
the reloader to
ensure that all components meet
the required specifications and
manufacturers' recommendations for the specific calibre for
which the load will be developed.
Following the above, the
minimum load for the selected
bullet and type of gunpowder
as recommended by the powder
manufacturer, will be the point
of departure. Load one bullet
with the minimum load and
thereafter one bullet in increments of 0.2gr or 0.3gr. As a
rule 0.2gr increments are recommended for calibres smaller
than 6mm and 0.3gr for calibres
larger than 6mm. However, you
may find the right answers much
faster by using 0.2gr increments.
Suppose the recommended
minimum load is 40gr, then the
successive loads will be 40.2gr,
40.4gr, 40.6gr etcetera, until the
maximum recommended load is
achieved.
Each of these rounds will be
shot at 300 m by aiming at the
same marker on the target every
time. Should the magnification
of your telescope not necessarily
be suitable to shoot at 300 m,
200 m would also be acceptable. The reason for the 300 m
is mainly to distinguish better
between the vertical distribution
of the rounds on the target. It is
therefore important to carefully
mark every round on the target.
The challenge of walking
300 m to the target to mark
the shot every time has also
been overcome in a number of
innovative ways. Some shoot-
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Fig. 1

ers make use of a video camera
which records the process and
which allows the shooter to
indicate the shots at his leisure
by watching the video. Others
mark the bullets by colouring
them, using different coloured
permanent markers. Each bullet
hole can be identified by linking
the colour to the load concerned.
However, it remains important
not to rush the process and to allow the gun barrel to cool down
between shots.
The objective of this exercise
is to evaluate the vertical distribution of the shots and to identify the areas where shots bundle
or where the vertical distribution
is small. The theory is then that
three or four loads of the shots
in the bundle should be selected,
whereafter five rounds of each
chosen load is loaded. These
loaded rounds are then shot over
300m, after which the best load
can be identified, based on the
smallest group. Three shots as
a group test can be regarded as
sufficient but a human error or
the influence of environmental
factors may results in uncertainty about “that one” shot. It is
therefore better to use at least 4
shots to make sure of a group.
As far as load development is
concerned, it is also important to
minimise the vertical distribution
of shots of the same load as far as
possible. The shots must, as far
as possible, be on the same hori-

zontal line on the target but the
horizontal distribution should
also not be too wide should environmental conditions such as
wind, mirage and light not have
had a significant impact. This
process can be explained meaningfully by making use of the
following example.
LADDER EXAMPLE
While searching for an alternative hunting load for my .308,
I tried the product of a local
bullet manufacturer. I like using Sonchem S335 gunpowder
and the bullet weight is 165gr.
Should this have been the first
time that I used 165gr bullets
in my rifle, I would have started
at the closest bullet weight recommended by the gunpowder
manufacturer (168gr) and I
would have started at a load of
37.4gr and worked up to 41.5gr
in 0,3gr increments. However,
it has become clear to me over
time that the best load for my
rifle is between 40gr and 41,6gr
for 165gr bullets. I decided to
explain this specific example
since fewer shots were fired, but
more than one potential sweet
spot materialised visually. Under
normal circumstances it remains
of the utmost importance to
start shooting at the minimum
load and to gradually work up
to the maximum load. Look out
for any signs of pressure and do
not fire a higher load should any
signs of pressure be experienced.
The ladder was shot at 200m
and every shot was aimed at the
orange circle in Figure 1. The
vertical distribution indicates
that shots 1, 2 and 3 form a
> CONTINUED ON PAGE 32
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Know your Certisure
personnel
LUCILLE
RUDMAN
THE RIGHT PERSON AT CERTISURE TO
HELP PRODUCERS AND THE PUBLIC WITH
THE MEDIHELP MEDICAL SCHEME.
What is your position at Certisure?
Representative: Medical Aid Schemes
What are your duties at Certisure?
I assist personnel, pensioners, producers and the public
who are members of Medihelp with all their enquiries,
accounts, problems or authorisations. I also do quotations
for clients who may be interested in this medical scheme.
What do you regard as important in rendering a service to clients?
The clients must be put first and must be satisfied with
my service.
What does the future hold for this industry, in your
opinion?
Medical schemes are becoming very important and most
people understand the importance of having a medical
scheme and to have cover for when you need it most. I
think we will see a lot of changes in future in this industry, a lot of which will relate to changed legislation.
How long have you been with Certisure? Tell us a bit
about your history.
I started at Senwes in September 1999 and moved to the
Insurance Division on 1 June 2004 (now known as Certisure).
Where were you born and where did you grow up?
In the Klerksdorp area.
Family?
I am married to Charles Rudman and we have one
daughter, Liane, who is 6 years old.
Hobbies?
I paint in my free time and spend time with my family.
In the next issues we will focus on other Certisure personnel who assist producers and the public.
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bundle and then potentially again shots 4 and 5,
after which the larger bundle is formed by shots
6, 7, 8 and 9. Please note that the shots will not
necessarily bundle in numerical order and that
shots of different loads can bundle in a backand- forth manner. It is more sensible, however,
to choose group loads from shots of successive
loads forming a bundle, since it would indicate
that successive loads are stable and that such
shots form a bundle. However, according to the
original theory, the centre shot in the bundle
should be chosen and loading should be done
around this load to shoot groups.
Selecting this group test load which forms
part of the bundle is not normally easy and it requires a lot of experience and interpretation. It
compelled me to establish an identification process for this group test load. I originally thought
that when shots bundle, there should be some
or other constant or minimum variation in the
speed of each of the shots. Fortunately I normally shoot over a chronograph, which enabled
me to compare the speed of the different loads
with a view to identifying some or other trend.
After having tested a number of calculations, a
specific trend was identified, which concurred
with the previous ladder results. The calculation
can be aligned with the concept of Absolute
Minima and Maxima in Calculus mathematics.
The application is quite simple in the case of
load development and can be explained as follows on the basis of the above ladder test.
The seconder part of this very interesting load
development article will appear in the August/
September issue of Senwes Scenario. But for
those who can’t wait, the second part of the article is available at the following link: http://bit.ly/
FransDreyer2
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Lick Supplements
to survive the winter

L

ate rains have fallen over
the country and brought
some drought relief. The rain was,
however, too late for pastures to
recover fully after the drought and
produce enough grass for the coming winter. Roughage reserves are
generally low and expensive after
the drought and without roughage
it is difficult for animals to survive
a drought or winter. Licks can be
used to improve roughage quality
and also to extend the usage of the
available roughage. It is, however,
very important for producers to
understand that a lick is not a feed
and can, under no circumstance,

replace roughage. If no roughage
is available, licks – especially urea
containing licks – cannot be given
to animals.
When animals are grazing low
protein grass, remember that there
is not enough protein in the grass
for the microbes to grow and multiply and to digest the consumed
grass. The grass therefore moves
slower through the rumen, intake
declines and animals lose weight.
Urea containing maintenance
licks are given to increase the
digestibility of the grass and to
stimulate intake.
Production licks contain lower

Winterlek

Meng jou eie lekke en spaar
Die belang van winterlekke in die instandhouding
van diere se liggaamsmassa en kondisie moet
nie onderskat word nie. Maak gebruik van jou
eie plaasgeproduseerde produkte saam met Yara
Animal Nutrition SA se produkte en beproefde
resepte en bespaar hierdie winter op lekkoste.
Kalori 3000 - Reg. Nr. V2809, Voergraad Ureum - Reg. Nr. V15681,
Voergraad Swael - Reg. Nr. V16738, Kimtrafos 12 Grandé - Reg. Nr. V18670,
PhosSure 12 - Reg. Nr. V12858. Alle produkte geregistreer onder Wet 36 van 1947.

Tel: +27 31 910 5100
Web: www.yara.com/animal-nutrition
E-pos: animal.nutrition.sa@yara.com

levels of urea as well as some natural proteins and energy. Although
production licks are expensive and
intakes are much higher than that
of maintenance licks, it can be
used to extend the use of dry grazing and to prevent the purchasing
of expensive roughage.
If no more grazing is available,
any low quality roughage can be
bought, treated with urea and a
molasses product and fed to animals.
See Senwes website for complete
article or contact a Yara Animal
Nutrition nutritionist at 082 322 0333.
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Voorbeeld van ‘n winterlek vir beeste en skape
Beeslek

Skaaplek

Mieliemeel/Hominy Chop
Oliekoek
Voergraad Ureum
Kimtrafos 12 Grandé/PhosSure 12
Kalori 3000
Voergraad Swael
Sout
Totaal

250
150
150
50
7
350
957

250
150
100
100
50
5
350
1005

Samstelling:

g/kg

g/kg

475
95.6
3.8 MJ/kg
41
21
8
350 - 500
Nie gesik vir skape

367
77.5
5.25 MJ/kg
27
14
5
450 - 650
80 - 120

Ruproteïen
% Vanaf NPN
ME
Kalsium
Fosfaat
Swael
Inname Beeste (g/bees/dag)
Inname Skape (g/skaap/dag)

* Voergraad Ureum kan lei tot ureum vergiftiging indien dit onoordeelkundig gebruik
word. Lees aanwysings op sak noukeurig.
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How do I make my

HUNTING RIFLE MORE ACCURATE?
THE HUNTING SEASON
OFFICIALLY STARTED ON
1 MAY. I AM SURE ALL THE
RIFLES HAVE BEEN TAKEN
OUT AND CHECKED AND
THAT HUNTING TRIPS
HAVE BEEN PLANNED IN
THE FINEST DETAIL.

L
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et’s look at how to zero your
rifle before you depart on
your hunting trip.
Firstly you have to decide where
you are going to hunt. Why is it
important? Well, if you are going
to hunt in the Free State the game
will be further away and you will
have to shoot over longer distances
(200 m and further). The terrain
will determine the hunting distances.
I seldom shoot further than
150 m in the bushveld. You will
therefore understand that your
rifle will have to be set for different
distances, depending on where you
are going to hunt.
I usually spend time on the
shooting range before leaving on a

hunting trip.
I check my
rifle thoroughly,
make sure that
everything, such
as the telescope, is
attached properly.
I have heard of a lot
of guys whose hunting
excursions went really bad due to
a loose telescope. Make sure that
everything is attached properly
before you zero your rifle.
I suggest that, if you are going
to hunt in the Free State, you
should set your rifle for 200 m.
Should you hunt in the bushveld,
it should be set for 100 m. If you
are in doubt, contact the owner
of the farm and enquire about the
distances and conditions. Game
has become very expensive and
good preparation translates to a
good hunting experience.
After having zeroed your rifle
on the shooting range, make sure
that your gun-bag is of a good
quality, obviously for safety reasons. Many a hunter has arrived at
the hunting ground only to realise
that the telescope had been damaged during transport.
Lastly, when arriving at the
hunting farm, get permission

PART 8
JACO KRUGER

from the owner to fire a
few shots before the hunt.
Most owners of hunting
farms actually insist upon this.
The above has a dual purpose.
It ensures that your hunting distance is still set correctly and that
your rifle was not damaged during
transport.
Many hunters regard this as
unnecessary, but believe me, they
don’t think of the latter reason
when firing test shots.
It prepares the shot mentally
for the hunt, so make sure that
you are satisfied that your settings
are correct and do not leave before
you are entirely satisfied.
It brings self-confidence, which
is essential during the hunt.
Enjoy your hunting excursion
and, as the man from Potch says,
don’t shake so much that you miss
the target!
Enjoy the hunting season.
Jaco Kruger obtained his national
colours in Benchrest shooting and represented his county on numerous occasions.
He is also an active SA Hunter member.

Legally Armed, in association with Martin & Visser Attorneys, offer
for the past 11 years, amongst others, the following services:
MOTIVATIONS FOR:
• any type of firearm licence
• accreditations for businesses
• specialising in estate firearms

2004 - 2015
Johan Martin 083 391 8180
johanmartin@legallyarmed.co.za
www.legallyarmed.co.za

• import / export of firearms
• renewals
• appeals, etc.

40 000
satisfied
clients!

* Preferred service
provider for Wildlife
Ranching SA
* Offices countrywide

GEWAS TOT KRIP:
GEELBASTERS OM
DIE VEEBEDRYF
TE VOER.

Die sleutel tot goeie risikobestuur is diversiﬁkasie.
PANNAR se voortreﬂike geelbasterpakket met
verskeie groeiklasse en agronomiese eienskappe
behoort ’n goeie opbrengs op jou belegging te lewer.
Vertrou op PANNAR se geelbasters en kundige
advies vir optimale produksie.

Saam boer ons
vir die toekoms™

www.pannar.com | infoserve@pannar.co.za
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NAVORSING EN
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UITSONDERLIKE PRODUKTE
EN GEWASPAKKETTE

GEWASVOORSORG
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PRODUKSIE
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THYS GROBBELAAR

GRAIN MARKET PROSPECTS:
MAY 2016: Market movements
THYS GROBBELAAR
SENIOR GRAIN ANALYST,
SENWES GRAINLINK

BACKGROUND
International fundamental
factors
The strength of the dollar against
other important international
currencies, such as the euro, plays
a huge role in international price
formation of certain commodities.
The American dollar weakened by
nearly 10% against the euro since
November 2015. As a result American corn is relatively cheap in the
world market. This, in turn, encourages exports and brings about
a decline in calculated carry-over
stock levels, which support prices.

Graph 1. Dollar/Euro exchange rate movement.

Graph 2. The international crude oil price/barrel. (CME)

Graph 3. Price movement of American yello corn on CBOT. (c/bu)
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Energy prices
The international maize and soya
bean prices are further supported
by the higher crude oil prices.
Ethanol production in America
accounts for approximately 44%
of the local consumption of maize,
which means that the international
crude oil price plays a huge role
in the price formation process.
The crude oil price has declined
by almost 63% since mid-January
2016. A number of ethanol plants
are starting to make money again,
which is increasing the demand for
maize, which in turn supports the
price of this commodity.
International grain and oil seed
situation
Graph 3 reflects the price movements of yellow maize on the
CBOT. It is evident that the maize
prices are relatively low and that
producers making use of production credit are not making a lot of
money at a price below $4/bu. The
large carry-over stock levels in the
USA and the world are the main
reasons for the low international
maize price.

Graph 4. Exhange rate movements.
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Current climate in the USA

Brazil is experiencing a drought
over parts of its maize producing
areas and it will be difficult for
Brazil to meet all its export obligations. This means that Brazil
will have to import maize. The
predicted La Nina-episode is
expected for the coming season,
which could result in a drought
situation in the southern states.
Americans are busy planting and
progress was estimated at 45%
during the past week, compared
to the 5-year average of 38%.
Planting progress in respect of
soya beans is also higher than the
5-year average.
The reason for the high plant-

ing progress percentages is the
fact that most of the fields have
dried sufficiently and excessively
wet conditions do not exist. The
map below indicates the current
climate in the USA. Certain
areas are drying to a larger extent, particularly in the southern
states.
Damage due to excessively
wet conditions in Argentine is
another price supporting factor.
The La Nina-episode predicted
for the coming season normally
results in a drought over the
southern states, which supports
the American corn price to some
extent.

LOCALLY
Exchange rate movements
The rand has strengthened since
January 2016, although fluctuations are still at the order of the
day. This results in lower priced
imported maize, soya beans and
sunflower which, in turn, puts
pressure on our Safex prices. The
rand may decline again over the
short term, which will support
prices. (Graph 4.
> CONTINUED ON PAGE 38
SENWES Scenario • JUN/JUL 2016
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GRAIN MARKET PROSPECTS
> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37
White and yellow maize
The NCEC adjusted its latest
maize crop estimate of 26 April
2016 marginally downwards.
The expected maize crop is 7.054
million tons at present, which is
nearly 30% lower than the crop
of the previous season. According
to the recent NAMC supply and
demand report, approximately 1,3
million tons of white maize and
2,4 million tons of yellow maize
will, in all likelihood, have to be
imported. The white maize price
increased to well beyond R5 200
per ton during January 2016.
Concern about the destination
from which South Africa will be
able to import white maize and the
weakening rand are the main reasons for the drastic price increases.
The price still forms on the level
of the calculated import parity of
American and Mexican GM-free
white maize.(Graph 5).
A very uncertain factor in the
market is the availability and cost
of white maize to be imported
during the marketing year. The
table below reflects the calculated
import parity of non-GM white
maize which can be imported
from the USA. It seems as if local
importers are offering GM-free
American white maize at prices

Grafiek 5. Die kontantprysbeweging van sonneblom en sojabone op die JSE.

Graph 5. The cash price movement of white maize on Safex (R/t).

which are R100 to R150 higher
than the calculations. The costs
relating to white maize imports are
significantly higher than yellow
maize imports due to the additional premiums which apply. The
premium amounts to between $40
and $50 per ton at present. The
shipping freight is also higher from
the Gulf than that of South-American corn being imported. Expectations are that the maize price will
be well-supported until January
2017, by which time there should
be more certainty about the new
season's maize.
Oil seed complex:
Sunflower and soya beans:
Due to the drought of the past
season, sunflower and soya beans
will have to be imported this year.
Should it make financial sense,
imports will mostly involve oil and
oilcake of the two commodities.
Sunflower and soya bean prices
have declined significantly since
January 2016 due to two reasons,

Table 1: The calculated import parity (R/ton) of America non-Gm white corn at
varying CBOT prices and exchange rates
Delivery point: Randfontein

Freight:

Commodity: White maize

Basis CBT to FOB($/t)

$27
$27

Date: 26 May 2016

Premium white maize

$31

Premium non-GM wit:

$11

Price ($/bu)

Exchange
rates R/$

3,50

3,60

3,80

14,00

R4 038

R4 093

R4 204

R4 259 R4 314 R4 369 R4 424 R 4 479

14,25

R4 098

R4 155

R4 267

R4 323 R4 379 R4 435 R4 491 R 4 547

14,50

R4 159

R4 216

R4 330

R4 387 R4 444 R4 501 R4 558 R4 615

14,75

R4 219

R4 277

R4 393

R4 451 R4 509 R4 567 R4 625 R4 683

15,00

R4 279

R4 338

R4 456

R4 515 R4 574 R4 633 R4 692 R4 751

15,25

R4 339

R4 399

R4 519

R4 579 R4 639 R4 699 R4 759 R4 819

15,50

R4 399

R4 460

R4 582

R4 643 R4 704 R4 765 R4 826 R4 887
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4,00

4,10

4,20

4,30

the first being the stronger rand
and the second being the fact that
the normal seasonal trend is being
followed.
At this stage price formation
of the two commodities takes
place on the calculated derived
price level. This is when oil and
oilcake are imported and where
calculations are made to determine
what the derived prices for the
two commodities would be should
sunflower, soya bean oil and oilcake be imported. At this stage the
prices for both commodities are in
the region of R6 300 per ton. The
prices of both commodities usually
start to stabilise from the middle
of May every year. The prices of
the two commodities should be
supported to a large extent until
the end of December.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
The prices of all the important
grains and oil seeds are currently
being established in the region
of the calculated import parity
levels. This is due to the fact that
we will have to import some of
the commodities as a result of the
drought of the past season. The
exchange rate plays a huge role in
the price formation process and
the stronger rand resulted in pressure on commodity prices during
the past week. There should be
a fair level of support for all the
summer crops until December
2016, by which time there should
be more certainty about the new
season. Talk to your grain broker
and utilise the price levels while
you can.
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16 Senwes Equipment technicians
in 2016 John Deere top 50

T

tein, Bultfontein, Hartbeesfontein,
Kroonstad and Ventersdorp.
The four Parys technicians are
Hendrik de Klerk, Roelf Jones,
Thys Somphane and André
Pienaar, with the Lichtenburg
entrants being Chris Goosen,
Erich Leibbrandt and Muller van
Heerden. The two Hertzogville
technicians who made the top
50 are Casper Botha and Gerrus
Fourie, with Tienie Jansen van
Rensburg and Pieter du Toit from
Ottosdal. The other five are Cor
neel Botes (Bloemfontein), Warren
Kleinsmit (Bultfontein), Corne
Kleingeld (Hartbeesfontein), Edward Hamilton (Kroonstad) and
André Pienaar (Ventersdorp).
The 2016 group represents a

his year Senwes Equipment
technicians will once again
eagerly participate in the John
Deere Technician of the Year competition.
Senwes Equipment boasts
16 of the technicians. This is an
improvement on 2015, when 11
technicians made the top 50.
This year the selected 50 wrote
their exams in April and the top
ten will be selected, depending on
the results of the exams.
Our sixteen representatives are
all from the Senwes Equipment
family with four from Parys, three
from Lichtenburg, two each from
Hertzogville and Ottosdal and the
other five representing Bloemfon-

VROEË
VEGETATIEF,
MET PLANT

MIDDEL
VEGETATIEF,
TOPBEMESTING

BLOMSTADIUM

MIELIES

VOOR PLANT

mix of talent. The list includes
four Senwes Equipment technicians who also made the top 2015
list - Botha, Fourie, Hamilton and
Van Heerden made the cut a se
cond time in as many years and
the remaining 12 made their debut
in the top 50.
Muller, who made the top 10
in 2015, delivered on his promise
to try and make the top three in
2016. They will all be gunning for
victory, but it will again be a tough
year as the 2015 winner from
Afgri, Niel Ackerman, is also still
in the running. Hopefully we will
have another podium finisher like
Myburg de Bruyn from Wesselsbron, as reported in the previous
edition.
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Met Kynoch se innoverende
en pasmaak-produkte
kan jy bemesting toedien
volgens jou mielieplante se
behoeftes en groeistadiums.
So verseker Kynoch dat jou
mielieplante kry wat hul
nodig het, wanneer hul dit
die nodigste het.

Kynoch – verbeterde
doeltreffendheid deur
innovasie.
TM

KynoPlus

Vir verbeterde stikstofdoeltreffendheid wat
beskikbare stikstof in die
grond verhoog.

KynoPlus mengsels:
TM

Om stikstof, fosfaat en
kalium doeltreffend in
die grond te sit.

Vir ‘n vinnige begin en
sterk saailinge.

KynoPlus TM

NPKS-plantermengsel
Om gedurende hierdie
stadium in die mielieplant
se lewe ‘n goeie
potensiaal aan te lê.

KynoPlusTM en
KynoPlus mengsels:
TM

Effektiewe bemesting
wanneer die voedingsbehoefte van die
mielieplant geweldig
toeneem.

Mielie OEMFF®:

’ n Blaarvoeding om die
effektiwiteit van die
mielieplant te verbeter.

Mielie OEMFF® B16:

Om gedurende stuifmeelstort,
bestuiwing en bevrugting in
die spesifieke voedingsbehoefte te voorsien.

KynoPlusTM -mengsels
Foli-Grande of
Foli-Plus:
Het die nodige voedingstowwe in, om graanvul
te verbeter.

Farmisco (Edms) Bpk.
h/a Kynoch Fertilizer Reg. Nr. 2009/0092541/07

011 317 2000 | info@kynoch.co.za
www.kynoch.co.za
Nie handeldrywend in die Wes-Kaap nie.
KynoPlus is geregistreer as kunsmis groep 1 – Reg. No: K8024,
KynoPop Reg. No: K9101, Mielie OEMFF Reg. No: K8702 en
Foli-Grande Reg. No: K8045
(Alle produkte is geregistreer onder Wet 36 van 1947)

uppe marketing A12328/SS

KynoPop
TM
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A season which emphasised the
potential effect of an EL Niño episode
Actual rainfall for April 2016

THYS GROBBELAAR
SENIOR GRAIN ANALYST,
SENWES GRAINLINK

RAINFALL FOR THE SEASON
For a change the central and
south-western parts of the traditional Senwes area received more
rain than the north-eastern parts.
In most cases the rain was too
late to save the maize crop. Maize
in the late physiological stage of
development and late sunflower
derived benefit from the good
rainfall in April. Historically the
western parts of the summer
rainfall area bear the brunt of the
drought, more so than the eastern
parts, which was the case once
again this season.
The map below reflects the
cumulative rainfall for the season
from 1 July 2016 to 30 April
2016. The Bultfontein / Theunissen areas really suffered this season.
To date this area has received less
than 50% of the long-term average rainfall. This follows after a
very dry previous season. The far
south-western parts of the traditional Senwes area, namely the
Petrusburg area, had quite a bit of
rain during the past season, particularly during autumn. It rained so
much in this area during autumn
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Cumulative rainfall for the period 1 July 2015 to 30 April 2016 as % of the
long-term cumulative rainfall for the concurring period.

that some producers are considering the planting of winter wheat
under dry land conditions.
The north-eastern part of
the traditional Senwes area also
received more rain than the long-

• SENWES Scenario

term average. Certain producers
will harvest average crops and
better this season. Such areas include the adjoining Mpumalanga
province, where average crops will
be harvested.

CO ME RA IN , CO ME SHIN E
Percentage of normal rainfall for season (July 2015 - March 2016)
(Based on preliminary data, normal period 1981-2010)
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THE COURSE of the 2015/16 season in
South Africa is reflected in the map on the
left. The April rainfall report by the South
African Weather Service was not available at
the time of writing this article. The area in
the central part of South Africa where below
average rain was received, is clearly visible. The
area in the central part of South Africa where
below average rain was received reduced in size
since January due to good rainfall over parts of
the Eastern Free State and Mpumalanga. Parts
of Mpumalanga received even more rain than
the long-term average. During a visit to the
province it became evident that good yields
are expected.

PROSPECTS FOR THE 2016/2017 SEASON:
The sea temperatures over the Niño3-4 area in
the Pacific Ocean are decreasing. The variances
in the average sea temperature were the highest
in recorded history. Such warm sea temperatures
usually have catastrophic climatological consequences in other parts of the world, such as
South Africa.
The International Institute of the University
of Columbia indicates the predicted La Niña-epi
sode for the coming season in the graph below.
The chances of a La Niña-type season are fairly
good according to the different prediction models.

Graph 1. Comparison between the 1991/92 and the 2015/16
seasons and the long-term rainfall of the traditional Senwes
area.

THE 1991/92 season was the worst season over the
past 40 years as far as crop performance is concerned.
The season was an El Niño-type season. Comparisons
were made between this season and the 1991/92 season. The difference between die two seasons is that the
1991/92 season started well but ended in a disaster.
The current season did not start well but ended somewhat better. A very dry February was a deathblow
to maize production in various districts. Most of the
maize pollinated during February due to the late plantings and the below average rainfall during February
took a heavy toll.
The graph above reflects the difference in rainfall
distribution in 1991/92 and 2015/16 against the longterm average rainfall trend.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
A large variation in rainfall was experienced
during the past season. Large parts of the western maize production area got the worst of it.
Most international weather forecast services indicate that the chances of a La Niña-type season
are fairly good. A La Niña-type season usually
results in normal to above normal rainfall for
the season. We trust that this forecast will ring
true.
SENWES Scenario • JUN/JUL 2016
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Gerrit geared as Grasland’s financial director

G

errit Maritz was recently
appointed as the new
financial director of Grasland. This

The new
Grasland
Financial
Director, Gerrit
Maritz.
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29-year old chartered accountant
took over from Thys Knoetze on 1
April 2016.
CAREER HISTORY
After obtaining his degree at the
UFS in Bloemfontein, Gerhard
worked for PWC in Welkom,
where he completed his 3-year
internship. During his short
career he was the financial
manager of HFR Transport
in Johannesburg for two years
before he moved to Klerksdorp
to join Senwes as financial
analyst, after which he joined
Grasland as financial director.
WHO IS GERRIT?
He describes himself as a very
enthusiastic person who likes
being involved and, according
to him, he is “geared” for this

position. His personal philosophy
comes from his grade one
teacher at Sentraal Volkskool in
Kroonstad. Fredia du Toit drilled
the “I can”-motto into his brain
and this is still his conviction
today. It forms part of his “believe
in yourself”- culture, with which
anything is possible.
The conversion from the
transport business to Grasland
went like clockwork for the
Theunissen-born Gerrit, who
matriculated at Hoërskool
Bothaville. Gerrit acknowledges
that ‘Grasland and experience’ are
his destiny for the future.
Gerrit has been married to
Melissa since 18 Januarie 2014.
As financial director he likes
learning new things and, in
his own words, he is “ready for
action”.

5E 3-silinder met 12 x 12 PowerReverser™ en Hidroëliese koppelaar
…en so gemaklik soos jou rusbank…

IOOS
CAB

5055E

5065E

5075E

R 295 000
R 370 000

R 330 000
R 400 000

R 365 000
R 440 000

Aanbeveelde handelaarsprys

BTW uitgesluit

Hoë kwaliteit. Koste effektief. Langtermyn diens.
Vanaf R295 000 (BTW uitgesluit). Prima -9% gekoppel deur
John Deere Financial. Terme en Voorwaardes geld.
Spesiale aanbod eindig 30 Junie 2016.
Vir jou 5E besoek www.deere.co.za of gesels met
‘n John Deere handelaar.

Deere.co.za
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WHE R E THE R E 'S A WI L L T H ER E ' S A WAY

REV. CAREL BOTMA

PART 2:
THE IMPACT OF STRESS
READ: Genesis 3:1; 14-19

TODAY I WANT TO TELL
YOU ABOUT THE IMPACT
OF STRESS ON THE LIFE
OF AN INDIVIDUAL, IN
OTHER WORDS, THE EFFECT THEREOF ON YOUR
LIFE. WHAT HAPPENS
TO YOU PHYSICALLY
WHEN YOU EXPERIENCE
STRESS?

W

hen our emotional resources are faced with a
potential threat, it firstly triggers
an alarm phase. This is characterised by shock. Think of an angry
bull or dog charging unexpectedly.
Or of your car being hijacked. The
human body mobilises itself to
execute a counter shock reaction.
During the counter shock reaction
the body's ability to perform is far
beyond normal. It is at such times
when you scale a gate at full speed
without any effort in order to get
away from the charging bull. You
therefore reach a performance
peak.
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The following phase is the resistance phase. During this phase the
reaction during the counter shock
phase is continued, but the runner
becomes short of breath and he
gets tired. A perfomance plateau
is reached and the bull is catching
up on you. During this phase your
emotional resources have their
hands full with all the attempts
referred to and the management of
other resources in order to be able
to cope.
Although I used an extreme
example of a stressor which you do
not experience very often, every
day stressors have exactly the same
impact on us. Some of these stressors are so insignificant that we
regard it as part of our daily routine. Think of the mornings when
you oversleep, when you battle the
traffic, when one of your children
remembers just before bedtime
that he has to hand in a project at
school the next morning, or even
when the electricity is interrupted
unexpectedly. Whatever the case
may be, we deal with hundreds of
stressors every day. It is therefore
important to understand that, no

• SENWES Scenario

matter how insignificant, stressors
can eventually have a huge impact
on our lives.
The last phase is that of exhaustion, burn-out or collapse. The
ability of the body and emotional
resources to resist the threat, collapses and it goes into crisis mode.
You feel exhausted, you struggle to
concentrate, you are irritated and
can become extremely pessimistic.
Life and the people around you
seem to lose some of their shine
and you have nothing good to
say about them. You are suffering
from burn-out ... you possibly
even experience sympathetic exhaustion. But more about that in a
later edition.

SENWES PRECISION FARMING

in the vanguard of technology

StarFire™ 6000 Receiver
Compatibility
• Same mounting bracket as
StarFire 3000 deluxe shroud
• Same wiring harness
connector and RTK radios
as Starfire 3000
• Compatible with previous
and current GreenStar
displays
• Increased performance
• New features:
– Reprogrammable via
USB port on receiver
– Integrated data logger
– Optional locking device
– SF1 and RTK performance
wil remain the same as
the SF3000
Universal Autotrack™
• Easy to install
• Compatible with SF1,
SF2 and RTK
• ATU works with
GS2, GS3 and
GS 1800 displays

GreenStar™ 2 1800
• Scroll wheel for easy
navigation
• USB port for data
transfers
GreenStar™ 3 2630
• Provides full monitoring
and control over all the
agricultural management
solutions you use in your
John Deere machines
GreenStar™ 2 Rate
Controller
Enables rate and section
control of non-ISOBUS
implements by serving
as the interface for your
GreenStar display.
Control fertiliser, chemical,
nutrient and seed
delivery.

My choice, my Senwes.

At Senwes Equipment we know what our clients want and
we make sure that they get it. As the exclusive John Deere
dealer we guarantee your access to the latest developments.
We ensure that you have the best that money has to offer.

CALL CENTRE: 018 464 7550/3

JDLink
• Take your operation
to the next level
of productivity and
efficiency – without
leaving the office
• Connects your machines
in the field with the
office or your mobile
device
• Enables you:
– to keep track of your
fleet
– monitor work progress
– manage logistics
– access important
machine information
– analyse and optimise
machine performance
– receive SMS alerts or
e-mail messages
– perform remote
operator support
– automate data
exchange
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JENNY MATHEWS

OF LEGENDS AND LEGACIES
“FAMILY HISTORY BUILDS
BRIDGES BETWEEN THE
GENERATIONS OF OUR
FAMILIES.”

W

e have just enjoyed
an amazing month of
renewing family connections. It
must be something to do with the
exhausting drought we’ve experienced this year, but we found we
really needed this time to give us
perspective on truly important
things in life: Family ties and
friendships are the foundation
of a sense of belonging and the
building blocks of contentment especially in tough times!

“Bridges are not built
by accident.”
Fifty two souls all connected by
blood or marriage, and ranging
in age from my skoonpa Charlie,
91, to my new grandson of 4
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months, gathered on the farm for
a Mathews family reunion. It was
truly special to be given a moment
to look at farmlife through diffe
rent lenses, the eyes of people who
have cherished memories of happy
childhoods here. Simple things
like the smell of freshly harvested
mealies or the crisp autumn touch
of the evening breeze evoked
memories and began conversations
with, “Do you remember when...!”
Many stories were related,
including memories of tough
times - like the years during the
depression when they sheltered
travellers passing by who would
work around the farmyard in
exchange for food and a bed; or
when their father was so badly
gored by a bull that he nearly
died.
I watched the youngsters’
widening eyes when they were
told how it was a full days trek
to town with the horse and cart
to see friends or fetch fresh supplies. They heard how the plains
were once “teeming with game”
and how Granny Hettie made
her famous ‘boereseep’ which a
10-year-old Charlie would load
onto the ox-wagons and trek
with Boesman, the faithful family
servant, to Mafeking to sell with
other farm produce like mealies
and chickens - or more often than
not, barter them for basic supplies
like tea, coffee and sugar to bring
home. Of course a little touch of
sugar in the coffee was a very special treat, not an every day option!
Every-day services that we take
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for granted were simply non-exis
tent - no postal services nearby,
no speedy access to emergency
medical care, no electricity - no,
not even generators! The kids were
horrified at the thought of no TV
or computer games!

“If I want my children to
know those who still live
in my memory, then I must
build the bridges between
them.”
There have been times that I have
dared to feel sorry for myself over
the years when the going got
tough, like this year again, but
I learned a valuable lesson from
the older generation - I think we
all did: No matter how difficult
times may have been, they were
content, happy and so much more
creative with their time than we
seem to be these days. Everyone
participated in the chores and was
industriously involved in the endless activities out on the farm, the
gardening, bottling, preserving
and baking, the needlework pro
jects - which included a lot of
patch work and repurposing of
old clothes. Everything was grown
‘plaasvars’ and handmade with
pride.

“I alone am the link to the
generations that stand on
either side of me. It is my
responsibility to knit their
hearts together through love
and respect.”

F UT UR E F O CUS

Those children who were privileged to grow up
on the farm made incredible memories and even
though time and tide have taken many of them
away to big city life, without fail, we saw the longing for those days of yesteryear, for the ‘heimwee’
sat on their lips and on the edges of their eyelids.
Occasionally you’d spot one of the oldies taking a
walk down the road and past the sheds; or down
the garden to the little church with its graveyard
full of history, and we’d leave them to have the
quiet moment...

“Preserve your memories, keep them
well, what you forget you can never
retell.” – Louisa May Alcott

•••

memories. We don’t all have
huge monuments erected with
our names on them, but we will
each leave footprints on the memories of people whose lives we touch. It
is up to each one of us to choose whether
that will be a lasting legacy or one quickly
forgotten. When we are filled with worries, we
frantically pursue a race for daily survival. Our
minds are so busy with survival planning that we have
no time to think of others. In so doing, we miss out on a
very critical simple truth about life: Relationships matter
more than money. When we lift others, we lift ourselves!
Winston Churchill aptly said: We make a living by what
we get but we make a life by what we give!

Time spent with the older generation listening to
legends of yesteryear has reminded us to appreciate what we have. I am so grateful that we had
the opportunity for our children to meet distant
cousins who they would never otherwise know young men and women who must make a life for
themselves in the city, even while wishing they
could be lucky enough to live and work on the
farm... Not the drought and our tales of worry;
nor the atmosphere of insecurity was off-putting.
Nothing is worse than what they deal with in the
urban jungle anyway!

Aristotle said, “Educating the mind
without educating the heart is no
education at all.”
But more than that, it has made us stop and think
about legacies. What legacies are we leaving for
our children and their children? Are we building
relationships which will enrich them and make
them feel secure and loved? Are we making happy
memories with them so that in years to come
they will remember us and carry our names on
their lips to children yet unborn? Are we passing
on our culture and traditions? What we leave
behind is so much more than that which can be
measured in monetary value. Besides our worldly
assets we leave behind values, beliefs, plans and
SENWES Scenario • JUN/JUL 2016
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Kontak Ronin vandag en vind uit hoe maklik dit is om U
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REV. WILLIE BOTHA

HOW HUNGRY ARE YOU?
READ: Matthew 15:21-28

W

hen the world-famous
cellist, Pablo Casals, was
ninety years old, he still practiced
every day for four to five hours.
When asked why he was still
working so hard at his age and
with his reputation, he answered:
“Because I am hoping to make
some progress...”
Pablo Casals is a good example
of someone who remained hungry.
He was not satisfied with the level
of professionalism which he had
already achieved - therefore he
continued to practice.
When Jesus visited the cities
of Tyre and Sidon, a Canaanite
woman approached Him. She
told Him about her daughter who
was in the power of an evil spirit.
Initially Jesus and His disciples did
not seem to take much notice of
her. It is important to understand
that Jesus, as Messiah, regarded it
as his duty to tell the Jews about
God’s new dispensation first.
However, the woman did not
accept it. She kneeled in front of
Jesus and said: “Lord, help me!”
Jesus explained to her that He

Planter Monitor
•
•
•
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•
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Seed per 100m per row, seed population
Hectares worked and much more
Easy to install and maintain
Fertiliser and turning of axles
Can be applied to most planters
Real tough, rust and water resistant

could not take bread from the
children and cast it to the dogs.
She used the same likeness by
saying that the dogs could at least
have some of the crumbs which
fell from the master’s table. She
meant that, although she was not
Jewish, she believed that God’s
mercy could also apply to her.
Jesus was amazed at her faith and
healed her daughter. A mother’s
love knows no limits. She yearns
for her child and the needs of her
child.
Later, after Jesus’ resurrection,
the disciples received a clear
instruction to go to all nations
and to make disciples and baptise
them in the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit.
The Jews were not receptive
to accepting the Messiah or
His message - contrary to the
Canaanite woman who was
hungry for the message of Jesus.
The most important is,
however, the way in which He
yearned for us. God's desire
was for us to be His children.
His Father, who also yearned for

Him, did not allow the yearning
of his Son to exceed His yearning
for the world. What a conflict of
interest for our sake!
Do we still yearn for God,
who so yearns for us? Do we still
have that inexpressible, basic
desire to live out our Christian
faith? Or should God, who gave
us the bread of life, be satisfied
with the crumbs from our table,
our time?

49

Cut losses with PRECISION
Plant with VISION
Process Monitor
for Air Seeders

Proudly Made in
South Africa

Tel: 012 345 3193
Fax: 012 345 6763
Web: www.electrolee.co.za
Email: info@electrolee.co.za
Sales: sales@electrolee.co.za

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Area
Speed
Tacho up to 4 axles
Alarm on each function
Easy to install
Bin / Tank full
Bin / Tank empty

I
R
AG

Promosie geldig
24 Junie – 16 Julie 2016

R

2590

14 WATT ES
8727900871142

14 WATT BC
8718291730774

•••

CO MPE T I T IO N S

Gardening

tips for the winter

I

The HANNON
Gentle Facial Wash is
a very effective facial
wash which delicately
works on the skin. It
removes even the most
stubborn make-up
and oil. It is ideal for
teenagers or people
struggling with skin
conditions such as acne, since it contains the
active ingredient ACNET which controls
inflammation and which fights bacteria. This
skin cleanser must be used in the morning and
in the evening.
People who like a traditional skin scrub will
really enjoy the HANNON Mother of Pearl
Facial Scrub. It is ideal for anyone with an
oily to normal skin type. It is also an excellent
pre-shaving scrub for men who tend to get ingrown hair when they shave. However, it is not
recommended for people suffering from acne,
such as teenagers.

t is that time of the year again, winter time! When seasons change it is normally the time to take stock of your
garden and to plan for the next phase. With winter around
the corner we would like to give you a few handy gardening
tips regarding the cold, watering during this time as well as a
number of other gardening aspects.
COLD
Firstly the biting cold! You may want to do the following:
• Sensitive plants should be moved to a more protected
place.
• Remember to use different ground covers, which offer
protection to the plant and which keep it warm.
• Wait until after the cold before you start pruning - the
leaves protect the plant against the cold. Postpone pruning
until the end of July or even until early August.
• Remove the autumn leaves, particularly those falling into
fish ponds, since it could be harmful to fish.
• Remove winter grass - it grows while the rest of the lawn
shows poor growth, as in winter.
WATERING
• Do not water too much.
• Plants should be watered once in two weeks only.
• Growing bulbous plants should be watered more regularly.
• Irrigate as early as possible during the day in order for
plants to be dry by the evening.
• Early-morning watering will also remove the dew or frost
from the plant.
OTHER GARDENING ASPECTS
In order to have a beautiful garden, aspects which were
neglected during the summer should now receive attention.
During this time, when you mow and water less, the cleaning and painting of garden ornaments, the sanding down of
wooden objects and garden furniture could receive attention.
If you have enough time you could even look at constructions
such as fences, garden walls or the lack thereof.

5%
af

SMS Senwes, Hannon and your name,
telephone number and e-mail address to
31 022 before 31 July 2016 for a chance to
win one of two gift packs of Facial Wash and
a Mother of Pearl Facial Scrub to the value
of R500 each.
Standard sms-tariffs will apply and Senwes employees
may not enter. Visit the website www.senwes.co.za
for competition rules.
The winners of the previous editions (February/ March 2016) is as follows:
CUM: Geoff Blignaut from Vereeniging. Hannon: Johan Uys from Strand,
Hanlie Bothma from Vereeniging.

Hinterland koopbewys
Senwes Scenario lesers kan in Junie en Julie 2016 ‘n 5% korting
by Hinterland takke kry met die aankope van enige van die
onderstaande twee items, soos wat in Tuinwenke genoem word.
• Earth2Earth kompos • Earth2Earth potgrond

Om in aanmerking te kom moet lesers slegs die advertensie toon om die korting te kry!
AFGRI Town&Country, FarmCity en Senwes Village is handelsmerke van Hinterland
AFGRI Town&Country, FarmCity and Senwes Village are trademarks of Hinterland
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Besoek jou naaste
Hinterlandtak nou!
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MILANIE VOSLOO

PHOTO: LEEF

NO-ONE HAS TO
STAY THE SAME...

WIN
HE MAKES YOU SO
MUCH MORE... SO
MUCH MORE IN LOVE.

I

t is not easy for anyone to get
along with all people. There
will always be someone with the
ability to make you furious or
to simply just irritate you. The
truth is, however, that you and I
can also be a pain to others! Yes,
inter-personal relationships are
complex because we are all human
and we have different ways of
thinking, different motives and
different emotions. We should,
however, never make excuses for
ourselves for who and what we are
by declaring that people have to
accept us for what we are. That we
were made this way. Children of
the living God are people under
constant construction, people who
change constantly in order to be
more like Him. People living with
more love. Our Father loves us
the way we are, but He loves us
too much to leave us the way we
are. He wants the best for us and
others. When we allow Him to
change us, something happens in
our relationships. We start looking
at other people differently. We
look at them with grace - with eyes
washed with love.
You will remember that Jacob,
of whom we read in Genesis, was
not really known for good relationships with others. He preferred
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to bake cake with his mother
rather than to farm with his father.
He also did not hesitate to cheat
his brother, Esau, and to tell him
a lot of lies. Due to this he was a
refugee of the world - until God
appeared to him - and his whole
life changed. He became a maker
of peace, a builder of bridges, a
person who made a difference in
other people's lives.
If Jacob - the swindler - could
change to this extent, think of
what our Father could do with
your heart and mine, if only we
would allow Him!
Father, please don't allow me to
stay the same. Make me new. New
in grace and love.

Join Milanie Vosloo on her walk
to peace and the God of joy. In Jou
Voetpad na VREDE she tells us that
God wants His children to be happy
and fulfilled, through Him.
The 366 devotions discuss various
themes such as hope, honesty, faith,
giving and receiving, happiness and
just being yourself. Readers will be
reassured that believers can always
try again, despite dark moments,
and that we can be at peace because
we are guided by God.
Milanie’s prayer for her readers
is that their path to peace will
convince them that God will never
desert them and that they will once
again become aware of His love and
grace.
The new book contains 366
devotions on 412 pages. The date
of issue will be in August and the
book will be available at a price of
R189.95. The book follows on
Milanie’s Sielskos vir die vrou wat
lééf, Laat Sy liefde jou lei, Gekoester in
God se liefde, Moed vir elke môre, Net
soos jy is and Sielsgedagtes.

Win with Senwes en Cum Publishers. One lucky reader can win a
copy of Jou Voetpad na VREDE, 366 devotions on your journey with
the God of joy. SMS Senwes, Cum, your name, telephone number and
e-mail address to 31022 on or before 31 July 2016.
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Standard sms-tariffs apply and no Senwes employees may enter the competition.
Visit the website www.senwes.co.za for full competition rules.
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My keuse, my Senwes.

Senwes Grainlink bied veilige transaksies en vinnige
betaling. Ons skep waarde vir jou deur kapitale groei en
dividende. Ons kyk na jou graan en belange terwyl jy
aandag gee aan jou hartsmense.
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Hoë kwaliteit. Koste effektief. Langtermyn diens.
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