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Keep your sights on the future
Hold your head up high in 2016!
In life you have two choices - you
either look at the bone dry pan
below you or you look up at the
sky and see promises of rain. This
photograph was taken at the end
of January at Bultfontein.
Looking up, one can see many
promises. The municipal elections
will take place this year and to
take part in this five-yearly event,
everyone has to register on 5 and
6 March.
Talking about big events - the
2016 Summer Olympic Games is
around the corner and I am sure
that Brazil will welcome us, with
a least a samba. The cover page
makes you think of the 2015
Rugby World Cup. The Springboks could so easily have given
up after the beating they took
from Japan. However, they chose
to look up and brought home a
bronze medal.
El Niño and the drought are merely extraordinary incidents which
we have to overcome. South African producers are the best in the
world and there is no doubt that
they will pull through!
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ED I T O R I AL

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Marlon Abrahams
Tel: 018 464 7349
marlon.abrahams@senwes.co.za

REQUIRE COURAGE
any a
word
has been used to describe farmers
and courage is, in my opinion,
the word which describes it best.
It is clear that 2016 will be a
watershed year. We are entering
the season on the back of the
worst drought in 100 years, one
of the worst heat waves in history
early in January and dust storms
of an unprecedented nature. A lot
of courage has already been necessary. Figures don’t lie - the rainfall
in the Senwes area of operation
over the past seven months has
been 35% lower on average than
the previous year, with an average
of 208 mm from 1 July 2015 to
26 January 2016, compared to
319 mm during the corresponding period of the previous year.
But where does courage come
from? The Bible says: Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous. Do not
be terriﬁed; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will
be with you wherever you go.”
The Senwes Group Chief
Executive, Francois Strydom,
analyses the interim results and
points to the best possible way
ahead. He manages to bring calm
to the situation in an eﬀective
and unique manner. We start the
year as a family, with renewed
faith after all the prayers for rain,
assistance with the provision
of feed and water and ﬁnancial
actions to keep our producers
going. The drought is discussed
in more detail in Thys Grobbe-
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laar's Grain Market Prospects
and Come Rain Come Shine.
It requires courage to persist
and carry on. Our focus in this
edition is on Kroonstad, following
on those of Hartswater, Ventersdorp and Hoopstad. The Crous
brothers, who will be having their
ﬁrst game auction at Sun City,
is our spotlight focus. We also
provide more information on four
Certisure brokers in Kroonstad.
Our columnists focus on the
drought with Healing for the
Soul, in which the positive side
of a drought is highlighted. Our
new columnist, Carel Botma,
tells us about the positive side of
the harvesting process in Where
there’s a Will there's a Way. We
give advice to our producers in
Agri-tips and the University of the
Free State analyse the eﬀect of the
depreciating rand. Susari focuses
on, inter alia, technical analysis
in Safex Scenarios with Susari.
It requires courage to face a situation and to remain positive. Although the rainfall increased from
the middle of December until
January (I measured 199 mm over
the past seven weeks in Klerksdorp), drought conditions are still
being experienced in certain areas.
Our prayers are with
you and we hope that the
tide will turn for you.
Best wishes and keep
up the courage!

Aubrey Kruger
REDAKTEUR
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Pieter & Tshepo
Dan Kriek
President of Free State Agriculture
“Collaboration is in place and
the agricultural structures are
already ﬁnding solutions for the
short, medium and long-term
challenges of the drought.”
Louis du Pisanie
National Manager National
Wool Workers Union
“The land is resilient and has the
ability to recover after a drought.
If you do not have a good grazing system on your farm, now is
the time to implement one.”

THE SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA AND AFRICA!

Heard all
over...
Francois Strydom
Senwes Group Chief
Executive
“It’s usually a situation of
feast or famine in Africa
and south Africa.This is
the nature of Africa. From
this perspective the drought
situation is not abnormal.
However the El Nino eﬀect
is an unusual incident.”
Louw Steytler
Chairman of Agri SA
“If you destroy the value of
land, you will destroy food
security in this country.”

Frikkie Richter
Chairman of the Steynsrus
District Agriculture Union
“The only thing left here that
is still green is the Asparagus
Laricinus (katbos).”
Rev Arno Kotze (Bultfontein)
“Sometimes our life’s journey is
hard and bumpy like the roads
in the countryside, diﬃcult and
challenging. However, the road
ahead must still be travelled.”
Thys Grobbelaar
Senwes Senior Grain Analyst
“You’re sitting in a hotspot.
Especially producers in the
Brandfort, Bultfontein, Hoopstad
and Theunissen area.”

Francois Strydom
Senwes Group Chief Executive
“Don’t wrap up the reality in fancy
paper. If you’re in business, face
reality head on.”
Louw Steytler
Chairman of Agri SA
“The farmers have to get the
recognition they deserve.”
Daan Hugo
MD Certisure
“The farmer’s survival is our
survival.”
Senzeni Zokwana
Minister of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries
“The farmers must trust us.”

Have you contributed to the drought disaster fund?
THE AGRI SA DROUGHT DISASTER FUND NEEDS YOUR HELP.
HOW TO MAKE YOUR DONATION: Donations can
be made via the webpage www.droogterampfonds.co.za
with various payment options like EFT, Credit cards, Check
and Debit cards, SnapScan or by SMS at R30 per SMS.

WHY MUST I CONTRIBUTE? Senwes appeals
to all concerned South Africans to stand by our
producers because they play a critical role in the food security of this country and the economy of the countryside.
SENWES Scenario • Feb/Mar 2016
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Interim
results
with Francois Strydom
SENWES SCENARIO HAD
A CHAT TO THE SENWES
GROUP CHIEF EXECUTIVE,
FRANCOIS STRYDOM,
REGARDING THE INTERIM
RESULTS.
TELL US ABOUT THE
COMPANY’S RESULTS
The proﬁt after tax of R103 million is 9.7% lower than the corresponding period of the previous
year. The reality of lower volumes
and the 42% decline in the quantity of grain received should place
the 9,7% referred to in perspective. Strydom is of the opinion
that the balance sheet and cash
ﬂow statement are actually much
more important than the income
statement. “It reﬂects the longer
term soundness of the company.”
WHY WERE THE DECLINES
NOT MORE SEVERE?
Taking the 42% decline in grain
volumes into account, our results
should actually have declined by a
much higher percentage. Why did
it not happen? Senwes is known
for its structured and disciplined
conduct and actions, which reﬂect
in cost control and eﬃciency ratios. In addition the debtor book
is managed scrupulously. The respective business units managed to
maintain market share and certain
business units, such as Grainlink
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Silo Operations, Senwes Credit
and Senwes Equipment, even
managed to expand market share.
FRANCOIS’S VIEW
ON REALITY
“Firstly, do not wrap reality in
ﬂowery paper. When you are in
business you need to squarely face
reality. Secondly, the attitude with
which you run your business, irrespective of circumstances, is absolutely critical. It is important to
realise that bad things will happen.
However, bad things have to be
dealt with in the correct manner.”
AN ANALYSIS OF THE
CURRENT SITUATION
“We are currently dealing with a
natural phenomenon, namely El
Niño, the impact of which is huge.
It is not something which may
happen. It has already happened
and it is busy happening. We see it
in the lower rainfall patterns, temperatures which are much higher
than average and exceptionally
high wind volumes.”
REMEMBER, WE ARE
IN AFRICA
It must be borne in mind that we
had a very dry year in 2014. The
current incident therefore impacts
dramatically on the already dry soil
profile. Africa and South Africa
usually deal with extremes - abundance or famine - which is typical
of the African continent. However,
the El Niño phenomenon is an

Feb/Mar 2016 • SENWES Scenario

extraordinary event.
ASPECTS WHICH SUMMARISE
THE ECONOMY
With the exception of a few countries, the global GDP and consumers are under pressure. The South
African exchange rate has already
declined by 25%, which has an
eﬀect on food prices at the most
basic level of food supply and the
eﬀect on the lower LSM groups
was in the region of 23% to 25%.
Social unrest is the order of
the day and it is indications of the
high unemployment rate, pressure
on consumers, impatience with
political nepotism and criminal
activities. The level of impatience
amongst ordinary working and
peacable people is very high.
HOW DO WE PLAN
FOR THE FUTURE?
“Plan for the worst and hope for
the best. Having said that - you
have to be positive. If you are in
business and you are negative, you
are deﬁnitely in the wrong place.
With negativity comes fear, which
means that you are at a disadvantage. You will then be unable to
make resourceful plans. It is a human thing.”.
POSITIVE ASPECTS IN
OUR BUSINESS
We will continue with our programmes. In respect of central
grain storage we will increase the
grain intake capacity as well as the

GENERAL

grain intake speed and the ability
to aerate grain. We will also continue with the rolling out of the
Graintech programme, which will
require a capital outlay of more
than R100 million. Any decision
to discontinue such programmes
during diﬃcult times should be
questioned.
Over the past 18 months we
launched two new mega-branches
at Wesselsbron and Hoopstad.
This will put us under pressure
over the short term. However,
should we fail to invest now it will
be to our disadvantage in more
prosperous times. We have also decided to replace the Grainovation
ﬂeet, which has been in use for a
number of years.
Senwes further managed to
successfully negotiate the largest
single maize contract in the country. It competed with 12 other
bidders and all the multi-national
companies which participated in
the process. The maize contract
had been awarded to one of these
multi-national companies for the
past 15 years.
The highest tractor market
share in history was maintained by
Senwes Equipment.
A positive cash inﬂow of
R500 000 was reﬂected for the
ﬁrst six months of the ﬁnancial
year. Operational activities alone
reﬂected a positive cash ﬂow situation of R187 million after costs
and tax.
A good dividend ﬂow is being
maintained, which means access
to a positive cash ﬂow situation for
farmers. Share prices were maintained, which left producers with
an improved ability to support
themselves.
ACTIONS LAUNCHED TO
ADDRESS THE IMPACT OF
THE DROUGHT
We launched ﬁve actions. The
Drought Disaster Fund was

launched, to which Senwes donated R1 million. Large contributions
were also received from other
businesses. The Senwes Pensioners
Club also made a donation and
Corporate Marketing issued a
challenge to all personnel in this
regard.
Hinterland assisted with the
immediate need for animal feed
and water by selling equipment
and other products at minimal
margins (margins totalling R4,5
million).
Grainovation rendered assistance in the form of subsidised transport of fodder and Agricultural
Services rendered drought management assistance to farmers to
ensure proper management of animals and crops. Senwes Credit met
with a large number of clients to
evaluate their individual situations.
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?
“It means that we are intervening
on a humanitarian level. Not only
as far as Senwes producers and
their farm workers are concerned,
but on all levels. The manner in
which we deal with every individual client speaks of understanding,
patience and the retention of
business.”
CURRENT REALITY IN
AGRICULTURE
The ability of the government to
support commercial agriculture is
limited. This is an economic and
political reality. Assistance is being
rendered to emerging farmers in
an attempt to canvass for votes.
The commercial agricultural sector
is, however, self-reliant. It creates
a vacuum, but we will continually
ask for assistance.
“In my daily liaison with similar large companies in the sector,
input and service providers, I only
receive feedback relating to positive support.”
“I don’t think the same measure

•••
••
•••

of support exists in any other sector.
The reality is, however, that you also
have to protect your business in a
time like this. This means that business disciplines can not simply be
cast to the wind and doors can not
merely be thrown open.”
ON A SPIRITUAL LEVEL
Senwes publicly acknowledged its
dependence upon the Creator and
participated in various prayer actions. We unequivocally declare that
we are totally dependent upon the
mercy of our Heavenly Father.
IN CONCLUSION
It is a reality that the situation will
probably worsen before it gets better. The eﬀect of the drought will be
felt for the next three years. In Senwes’ case the impact on the current
year will probably be between R40
million and R80 million and approximately R120 million to R180
million on the next year, based on
the assumption that 2016 will be
a normal year. Another drought
would have catastrophic results.
“I think we have dealt with the
situation in the best possible manner, given the measures we put in
place. We hope that it will protect
the company and ensure its sustainability.”
The end result of the next 18
months will depend on the management of the group. This is where
human nature comes in - we have
the ability to make choices.
MESSAGE TO PRODUCERS
The message to producers is clear.
“Please do not wait in a stressful
time such as the present. Contact
your credit suppliers without delay
and discuss any problems with
them. Only then will you be able
to plan. It is not the time to go into
hiding and keep quiet. Most farmers are realistic and pragmatic and
they deal with such incidents and
make new plans.”

SENWES Scenario • Feb/Mar 2016
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MA
A IN AR
R T I C LE
E

AUBREY KRUGER

SENWES SCENARIO MET UP WITH THE
NEWLY APPOINTED MANAGING DIRECTOR
OF HINTERLAND, DAAN BRONKHORST.

I

t seems like February is indeed the month for this
new captain at the helm of Hinterland. This seasoned
businessman oﬃcially commenced duty on Monday,
1 February 2016. Two weeks later on Valentine’s Day,
Sunday 14 February 2016, he celebrated his 29th
wedding anniversary with his wife, Alet and a mere two
days later, 16 February 2016, his 52nd birthday.
On a personal level Daan is a Pretoria-born leader and
received much of his schooling in Phalaborwa, where he
matriculated at Hoërskool Frans du Toit in 1981.
He then studied at North West University in
Potchefstroom, where he obtained his Baccalaureus
Pharmaciae degree in 1987. This is not his ﬁrst time
in the North West city of Klerksdorp, as he previously
worked in Klerksdorp at the Medi-Centre Pharmacy
during his internship. He was also involved in the Health
Smart group of pharmacies. Daan and Alet have two
children, a daughter Relandí (25) and a son, Zurich (22).
His history speaks volumes as he was involved with
Clicks for a decade, where he worked his way up to
the position of divisional manager. He has been part of
Massbuild for the past eight years, since 2008, where he
held the position of area manager.
Daan comes highly recommended. In his own words,
he has “a passion for life and success.” He also believes in
staﬀ as he ﬁrmly believes that “people are important and
results are achieved through people.”
He adds that he is very fussy about issues relating to
responsibility. “If I want a job done, I expect that it be
done properly. And you can expect the same from me.”
He wants to make a positive contribution in order to
leave a legacy.”
One of his ﬁrst duties will be to look at strategies
and communicate with other role players at Hinterland.
According to him 2016 will be particularly challenging
for the agricultural sector, but he is deﬁnitely up for the
challenge.

The new
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A REA F OC U S

AUBREY KRUGER

YOU REALLY HAVE TO
MINE DEEP TO FIND
A TRULY VALUABLE
PRECIOUS STONE. THIS
RELATES BEAUTIFULLY
TO KROONSTAD
- THIS AREA IS
UNDOUBTEDLY A
PRECIOUS STONE.
THE EARLY DAYS
A diamond is formed over many
years - Kroonstad also came into
being over many years. State
President JP Hoﬀman already
had a vision of a community in
this area 162 years ago, in 1854.
A Winburg magistrate identiﬁed
the farm Klipplaatdrif as the
area where the town should be
developed and it was decided
on 5 September 1854 to take
action. The laying out of erven
commenced at Cronstadt, as it
was known at the time.
FARMING COMMUNITY
We visited one of the well-

8

Kroonstad,
a precious stone
GOOD CROP FARMING AREA

Kroonstad has been one of the better crop
farming and pasturage areas in the Senwes
area of operation over the years.
known producers in Kroonstad,
Johan Minnaar, who is still farming at the age of 80. According to
him there is an attitude of "live
and let live" amongst the farmers.
He remembers the days when
there was something like seven
farming communities in the area.
“During previous droughts I had
the opportunity to move my cattle. However, it is diﬀerent this
year”. Another diﬀerence which he
noticed is that the ﬁelds had not
been planted by Day of the Vow
last year - something that has never
happened before. Johan reminisces

Feb/Mar 2016 • SENWES Scenario

about Kroonstad having had signiﬁcantly fewer liquidations than

Johan Minnaar still farms
in the Kroonstad area.

A R E A F O CUS

•••

The concentration
camp cemetery
with its wall of
remembrance, which
reflects the names of
1288 concentration
camp victims.

1.

The well-known wagon
wheel bridge in Kroonstad.

other areas in the past. And lastly,
the grazing around the Vet and
Vals Rivers is exceptional, which is
why some of the best farmers farm
in this area.
FARMERS UNION
The Holfontein Farmers' Union
Study Group is very active in the
Kroonstad area. Chairman Francois
Els, who has been in this position
for the past 15 years, says that the
25 study group members go out of
their way to help one another and
learn from one another, particularly
in this diﬃcult drought period.
FOOD PRODUCING AREA
Kroonstad has been a prominent
food producing area in South
Africa for many years. Over the
years wheat phased out and sheep
farming, which was prominent at
one stage, also came to an abrupt
end due to stock theft. There is
more focus on maize, sunﬂower
and potatoes at present.

GAME
Game farming became extremely
popular over the past decade and
many farmers are starting to fence
in their ﬁelds. Huge expansion has
taken place over the past ﬁve years.
The view is that game oﬀers
excellent value, due to the fact
that it is much cheaper to feed
game. Sable antelope numbers are
increasing rapidly - there could
be as many as 1 000 head of sable
antelope at present. Rhino numbers are also increasing due to six
game farmers having accessed the
game farming scene over the past
three years. Well-known game operations include Kroonstud, which
includes seven game breeders
such as Cense Syncerus Buﬀalo,
Boschplaat Game, Rooihoogte,
Goliatskraal Game, Korannaberg
Game, Soetvelde and the Crous
Brothers. Lion also form part of
the game industry in the area nowadays.
SENWES INVOLVEMENT
Senwes Silo
Hannes Brits, the Senwes Silo
Manager, is part of a team of

Louis Lingenfelder
is the Branch
Manager at the
Senwes Village
Hinterland branch
in Kroonstad.

11 people who take care of the
daily activities at Kroonstad Silo.
Kroonstad Silo is unique in the
sense that it is one of only four
Keeve Steyn silos in the Senwes
stable, with Bultfontein, Theunissen and Wesselsbron being the
other three. The fact that the
workhouse is separate from the
silo bins, makes Kroonstad Silo
unique. The capacity of the silo
is 69 200 tons and it has 33 bins
(21 round bins and 12 star bins),
which were erected in 1964. Five
steel bins were added in 1981.
Senwes Village Hinterland
branch
The silo team is complimented
by the Senwes Village Hinterland
branch, under the management of
Louis Lingenfelder, and his team
of 65 staﬀ members.
OTHER PRECIOUS STONES
FROM THE AREA
A number of well-known writers
were produced by Kroonstad.
Prize-winning writer Dot Serfontein is from Kroonstad and
her daughter, the well-known
poet Antjie Krog, also lives in
Hannes Brits
is the Senwes
Silo Manager at
Kroonstad.
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A REA F OC U S
Kroonstad Silo with its separate
workhouse is one of only four Keeve
Steyn silos in die Senwes stable.

The Senwes Village Hinterland
branch in Kroonstad.

the area. Another well-known
ﬁgure, Max du Preez, is also a
Kroonstad export product and the
business world’s Brand Pretorius
matriculated in Kroonstad. Danie
Minnaar, Chairman of the Senwes
Board of Directors, and Dries
Kruger, Chairman of the Senwesbel Board of Directors, are both
from this area.
The statue of Sarel Cilliers.

The stunning old NG Church.
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PRODUCERS FROM
TIME IMMEMORIAL
The Geldenhuyse and Jordaans
were Afrikaner cattle farmers in
the middle of the previous century
and the Wessels’ were large Merino
sheep farmers. At the moment the
Crous Brothers are busy making
name in the area, as reported upon
elsewhere in this edition of Scenario.
ARCHITECTURE
Sir Herbert Baker was the architect of the post oﬃce, town hall
and Standard Bank buildings. He
was also responsible for the design
of the Union Buildings in Pretoria.
Historical churches in the area
include the old Dutch Reformed
church which was used as a hospital for the British soldiers during
the Anglo-Boer War. The Dutch
Reformed Churches North and
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South, as well as the St John’s
Methodist Church, are also beautiful buildings, to mention but a
few.
Sarel Cilliers also played a role
in this town and a statue was erected in his honour at the old Dutch
Reformed church. The concentration camp cemetery, where tribute
is paid to 1 288 people who lost
their lives in the concentration
camps, is of great historical value.
CONCLUSION
Kroonstad is without a doubt
a unique and valuable precious
stone. It adjusts and moves with
the times. Should you happen to
enter Kroonstad via the backdoor,
where certain areas have been
falling into disrepair and where
you have to ﬁnd your way through
a myriad of road works, please
remind yourself that this area and
its people are invaluable. The best
diamonds come from areas where
the pressure is the highest.
NEVER CEASE TO AMAZE US,
O PRECIOUS STONE!
• Interesting facts: There is a
region named Kronstad in Årstad, Norway. A municipal area
in St Petersburg, Russia, is also
named Kronstadt.

IN T HE SPO TL IG HT
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The Crous brothers are
David, Riaan and Kobus.
AUBR
REY KRUGE
KR ER

GAME IS UNDOUBTEDLY THE
FOCAL POINT IN THE FARMING OPERATIONS OF THE
CROUS BROTHERS. THESE
DRIVEN BROTHERS ARE
KOBUS (49), DAVID (47) AND
RIAAN (43). THEIR SUCCESS
IS DUE TO THE FACT THAT
THEY HAVE BEEN FARMING
JOINTLY SINCE 1992 AND
PARTICULARLY DUE TO A
DECISION 14 YEARS AGO, IN
2002, TO CONVERT TO GAME
FARMING, WHICH THEY ARE
NOW REAPING THE BENEFITS
FROM.

T

hey grew up on a farm and,
according to them, it is a
huge privilege to run a joint farming operation. They add that their
father Viljee and mother Wilma
taught them everything they know
- they learnt from their parents'
example. The wagon wheel at the
entrance to the farm Wilgerboom
speaks of hard work - which is
what they do.

FIRST AUCTION IN FEBRUARY
Their ﬁrst game auction, which
will be held at Sun City on 25
February, is a huge step for the
Crous brothers. They have been
preparing for this auction for the
past three years. 740 head of game
will be auctioned, which include
sable antelope, buﬀalo and lion,
to mention but a few of the large
number of species. This auction

The Crous Brothers added rhinos to their list of
species 8 years ago and lions 5 years ago.
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is regarded as a highlight in their
farming career. Although the auction will be their ﬁrst, they have
been involved in Kroonstud in
Kroonstad for a number of years.
But how did th
they man
anage to become so su
ucces
essful
f l?
THEIR MOTTO
Their motto is “to live their
dream”. This is also what dri
r ves
them. One of the dreams which
wh
came true for them was to establish th
he game farming operaatio
he
i ns.
Theyy realised at the outset th
hat
theyy would be facing many challengges,
es but they overcame th
he
challlenges and became cham
mpions in
n the game industry.
GAM
ME BREEDERS
OF THE YEAR
The auction in 2016 follows on
anotther ﬁrst important title. Due
to th
heir successes they are thee
currrently WRSE (Game Breeeders
of th
he Year) champions - a tittle
they won in 2015. They are very
proud
d of this title and accep
pted it
with humility. “It is an ackn
nowledged organisation. We aree privileged too have won the titlee, since
the WR
RSE is a large and wellknown orgganisation”, Ri
Riaa
aan said.
David ad
dd
deed that it reeal
ally
ly means
somethingg - na
namely
ly thaat they are
doing someth
thing righ
ght. However,
they still did not not expect it
and it remains an honour and an
outstanding feat, according to
Kobus.

12
2

FROM CATTLE TO GAME
The threesome are still perfecting
their dream. “Our objective was
to phase out our cattle farming
operations and we are very close
to ﬁnalising this objective”.
We moved from a 100% cattle
component to a 90% game component and a 10% cattle component over the past 14 years.
“We didn’t want to do too much
too soon. It was something new
for us which we had to implement gradually. Everything was
purchased with money from our
farming operations, which means
that there is no borrowed capital
involved. Management is of the
utmost importance and we added one new species every year”.
In other words, they diversiﬁed
their game farming operations
as well in order to mitigate risks.
Their approach is very conservative and they encourage and deter one another where necessary.
CROP FARMING AND
POTATOES
Their crop farming expanded as
they could manage it and they
work on a fallow land system.
They plant approximately 1 000
hectares per year. In addition
they also plant potatoes on dry
land.
GRADUAL EXPANSION
90% of their lands have been
fenced in and managers were appointed approximately ﬁve years
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ago with a view to expanding the
game operations.
WORKING TOGETHER
Every part of the farming operations receives the necessary
attention and they support one
another in all aspects. Kobus
and David focus on crop farming and Riaan focuses on cattle.
David and Riaan focus on game
and Kobus on the potatoes and
maize. Each one has his own
farm - Kobus farms on Grootkuil, David on Wilgerboom
and Riaan on Geduldfontein.
They also have an older brother
Maans, who farms on his farm
Welgelegen.
FIFTH GENERATION
The three brothers are ﬁfth
generation farmers. Kobus has
been married to Janetta for 21
years, Riaan has been married
to Marié for 15 years and David
married Frané 13 years ago. The
three brothers are setting up a
structure for their children and
the three of them already have
seven potential sixth generation
farmers, namely Wilmari and
Adriaan, David and Ané and
Sarina, Viljee and Wilma.
SENWES
Senwes obviously plays a huge
role in their farming operations.
They are all Senwes clients and
do their purchases from Senwes.
They make special mention of

IN T HE SPO TL IG HT

Sable antelope is one of the Crous brothers' favourite
species and is reflected in their logo as well.
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the good service they receive
from Louis Lingenfelder and the
fact that the company is so involved in the community.
SENWES FUTURE
FOCUS DAY
The Crous brothers are of the
opinion that events such as the
Senwes Future Focus Day in
2015, where the focus was on
game farming, will become very
prominent. As soon as something such as game farming starts
growing, it becomes necessary
to exchange information. It is
important to have opportunities
where questions can be asked. It
is important, however, to prioritise between information day,
game days, etc. “If you do your
own thing you inevitably have to
pay school fees at some or other
point”.
DROUGHT AND GAME
The past winter was somewhat
easier for the Crous brothers in
the sense that it is much cheaper to feed antelope than cattle.
However, with game you will
have to plan and plant teﬀ. Senwes visited the brothers during
the drought and although things
were going well for them, they
are wary about the future. “We
may have a diﬀerent story to tell
in eight months’ time”, David
said.
The eﬀect of the drought is
evident in Kroonstad. David
pointed out that nothing had
been planted. The question as to
where available teﬀ can be found,
remains valid.
The drought will result in
many a farmer not being able to
continue farming. Realism is of
the utmost importance and the
Crous brothers conﬁrm that they
will remain positive.

ADVICE TO NEW
GAME FARMERS
Firstly, it is never too late to start
with game. Secondly, one doesn't
need millions to get started. They
say that it is a misconception
that there are cheaper species
with the same income potential,
which can be started with.
When you start with game it
is important to be able to carry
the farming operations for ﬁve
years. The cost per hectare and
the input costs of this type of
farming are lower and the income much higher - cattle and
sheep just don't compare. A further advantage is that game theft
does not normally occur and it is
a niche product.
TAKE CHANCES TO ACHIEVE
SUCCESS
Sometimes you have to take
chances - which is what the

Crous brothers did when they
started their garme farming operations in Kroonstad. Everybody
said our animals would die, due
to the very cold winters. However, we make plans and make sure
that the condition of the animals
sees them through the winter.
The area is also much healthier
in the sense that parasites are
not a major problem, which is
a blessing in disguise. Although
they are riding high at the moment, they remain anchored and
they know that everything they
achieve is from God. David eloquently summarises: “Things are
looking up at the moment, but it
can change in an instant. But be
assured - the Crous brothers are
on track!”
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FUMIGATION
of grain

Renier Vermaak, Head of
Fumigation at Senwes in Klerksdorp.

SENWES SCENARIO HAD
A CHAT TO THE CHIEF
FUMIGATOR IN KLERKSDORP, RENIER VERMAAK,
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
THE FUMIGATION OF
GRAIN.
WHAT DOES THE FUMIGATION OF GRAIN INVOLVE?
Fumigation is the safe and eﬀective
combating of grain storage insects
in stored grain in such a manner
that the grain will be safe for the
end user and free of insects.
HOW DOES IT WORK?
Fumigation involves the application of formulations which release
phosphine and which ﬁlls the area
around the grain kernel with a
toxic gas. It is important to understand that the grain is not fumigated, but the space around it. Due
to this there will be no phosphine
residue on the grain. When grain
is sprayed, the substance used will
break down to an acceptable residue level, which is safe for the end
consumer, after 21 days.
INTEGRATED PEST
MANAGEMENT
A program where you do everything to eliminate insects and fumigation is the last way out. In the
industry we talk about store hy-
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giene. It goes hand-in-hand with
cleaning actions in and around silo
complexes, the preparation of storage structures / silo bins, sealing of
structures and regular monitoring.
It is like a kitchen. You do not put
food on a dirty plate - the plate has
to be clean. The same applies with
store hygiene.
The poison breaks down after
approximately 21 days, after which
the grain will be exposed to insects
once again. Store hygiene is the
most important point of departure
in the elimination of re-infestations.
SUBSTANCES USED
Phosphine, methyl bromide and
certain other products are used to
combat insects. At this stage we
use phosphine. Phosphine reacts
with the atmosphere (moisture,
heat and oxygen) to release a gas.
Spraying substances work well, but
due to residue levels, many buyers
prefer not to buy sprayed grain.
Methyl bromide is very expensive
and is being phased out because it
is an ozone depleting substance.
TYPES OF FUMIGATION
Mass fumigation - silo bins, silo
bags and storage dams where
grain is stored in large quantities.
Tablets, pills or circulation fumigation are used. Tablets and pills are
worked into the grain and a gas is
released.
Circulation - a formula is added
to the bin and the air (gas) circulates inside the bin, which kills the
insects.
Bag fumigation – When bagged
products are fumigated. It is la-
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bour-intensive and safety is even
more important here.
HOW LONG IS THE
FUMIGATION PROCESS?
You require a minimum exposure
period of 120 hours and the structure has to be airtight. The KT-value has to be reached, which is the
exposure measured against the gas
concentration over time. A low
concentration will require a longer
exposure time.
KILLS ALL STAGES IN THE
LIFE CYCLE OF AN INSECT
Fumigation must kill all stages in
the life cycle of an insect - insects,
larvae, pupae and eggs. Insects
and larvae are the most active they inhale the poison and die
ﬁrst - within 24 hours! Pupae and
eggs take longer to absorb poison.
Pupae and eggs are sometimes exposed, but not long enough to kill
them. As a result the next generation will build up a resistance.
INSPECTIONS
We look at store hygiene, correct
fumigation and preparatory procedures. Legislation relating to
safety and the use of registered
substances at the correct dosages is
complied with at all times.
EQUIPMENT
A full-face mask with ﬁlter must
be worn. Every type of poison
has its own ﬁlter can, inorganic
gasses and organic vapour. Act
85 of 1993, Occupational Safety
and Health, regulates a safe work
environment. Regular monitoring
must be done to prevent exposure

TR
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A full-face
mask with
a filter can is
compulsory when
fumigation is
d
done.

The fumigation guys at Senwes in Klerksdorp.
Renier Vermaak (Head of Fumigation), Abel Kadi
(General Worker), Jacob Dintwe (Driver) and Thinus
Mostert (Assistant-Fumigator).

and acute poisoning. All silos are
limited space environments and
have to be employee-friendly.
Health risks have to be considered, good training is essential and
labels have to be read and understood. The types of toxic substances and the eﬀect thereof on the
applicator must be understood.
INSECTS
There are approximately 2 million
species. The most important storage insects in the Senwes area are
maize-weevils, ﬂat grain beetles,
rust red grain beetles, grain moths
and grain lice, each with its own
subspecies. During the winter, at
temperatures below 15°C, insects
are less active and they do not reproduce. However, at warmer temperatures and in moist conditions,
they ﬂourish.
THE IMPACT OF INSECTS
With every non-eﬀective fumigation, the next generation of insects
builds up a measure of resistance.
Life cycles are between 20 and
40 days. One surviving insect
can lay up to 300 eggs. The larva
consumes everything in its reach
in order to generate a strong insect
and the main purpose of the insect
is to reproduce.
WHAT DO THE INSECTS
TARGET?
Insects target the germ - the part
which germinates and contains
the highest nutritional value. Insect damage aﬀects the grading of
grain.

The rust red
grain beetle is one
of approximately 2
million species.

QUARANTINE
Some years ago the khapra beetle
occurred from time to time, but
fortunately not any longer. The
occurrence of such a beetle would
result in a total silo complex or
store being placed under quarantine. This is one reason why laws
regulate the importing and exporting of grain.
WHEN IS IT NECESSARY TO
FUMIGATE?
Sifting tests and quality control
tests on bins are done weekly. As
soon as insect infestation occurs,
fumigation has to be done. The
Fumigation division is very busy
during the summer months.
PROBLEMS BEING
EXPERIENCED?
Untrained persons sometimes
use incorrect dosages and follow
wrong procedures. Fumigation is
then ineﬀective and insects build
up a resistance. The grain ends up
at some or other silo, with detrimental results. The current warm
winter temperatures result in insect presence throughout the year
and it is becoming more diﬃcult
to combat.
ADVICE FOR FARMERS
Use a knowledgeable person,
registered as a grain fumigator at
the Department of Agriculture in
terms of Act 36 of 1947. Follow
directions on the label - take note
of health warnings, preventative
measures, instructions for use and
the symptoms of poisoning.

HOW BIG IS THE AREA
COVERED BY THE
FUMIGATION DIVISION?
There are approximately 60 business units within Senwes, which
have to meet standards at all times.
Every business unit has a registered
person with a registration number who takes responsibility at all
times. In addition, Renier and his
staﬀ render assistance at any business unit. Advice is rendered on
dosages, new substances, new practices and other fumigation matters.
COST OF FUMIGATION
The cost of fumigating one bin
is between R8 000 and R50 000,
depending on the size of the bin,
substance and method used.
EXPOSURE PERIOD
Fumigated grain may only be
marketed 14 days after fumigation. It is a very important point
to remember, since responsibility
is accepted for the grain until it is
oﬄoaded at the end user.
One learns something new
every day and you have to be innovative. Successful fumigation is of
utmost importance. The decision
to fumigate is taken jointly by the
Silo Manager and Head of Fumigation and in many instances it
is based on experience gained in
practice and not on what you can
learn from a book.
FUMIGATION
RESPONSIBILITY
When fumigation is done, no
mistakes may be made. The end
results are the most important.
"You work with people, and you
have one chance only".
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Meer as net

LANDBOU

My keuse, my Senwes.
Senwes Landboudienste lewer gespesialiseerde dienste aan
alle belanghebbendes deur pasgemaakte, volhoubare,
tegniese en landbou-ekonomiese oplossings ten einde hul
besigheid te optimaliseer deur risiko’s te verminder en winste
te maksimeer. JOU BESIGHEIDSOPLOSSING.
16
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AGRONOMIE:

DIEREPRODUKSIE:

GEÏNTEGREERDE
GEWASPRODUKSIEBESTUUR
EN -BEPLANNING

KUDDE-, REPRODUKSIE-,
WEIDINGSBESTUUR EN
WILDBESTUURPRAKTYKRIGLYNE

GRONDKARTERINGSDIENSTE:
GRONDKLASSIFIKASIE EN
CHEMIESE MONSTERNEMING

INLIGTINGSDIENSTE:
LUGFOTO’S, GEBIEDSKAARTE,
DATA-INSAMELINGSKAARTE

BOERDERYBESTUUR EN
LANDBOU-EKONOMIE:

NUWEBOERONTWIKKELING:

UITVOERBAARHEID, BEGROTINGS
EN OPLEIDING

OMVATTENDE
STEUN

A love for Brahmans!
This is Phillip Mukhithi’s
passion.

NEWS

•••

AUBREY KRUGER

Mukhithi’s Makietie
THE SAYING GOES THAT ALL WORK
AND NO PLAY MAKES JACK A DULL
BOY. BUT PHILLIP MUKHITHI JUST
GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH
WITH ALL THE EFFORT HE PUTS INTO
FARMING. PHILLIP IS A TRULY INSPIRING DEVELOPING FARMER. NOT ONLY
DID HE BUY HIS OWN FARM, HE IS
PROGRESSING VERY WELL IN EQUIPPING HIMSELF TO BECOME A BIGGER
AND BETTER FARMER.

after school, who worked on a farm. He especially
loved the tractors. He knew then that he would
like to have his own farm one day, even though he
was somewhat resistant to farming in those days.
However, that was when the first seeds were planted.
“Later I fell in love with farming.”
What makes Phillip different is that he was
already an accomplished businessman before he tackled farming. He started his career as a security guard
and then worked for 14 years in the telecommunications environment, during which he transferred
to Klerksdorp. He was awarded his first security
contracts in 2003 and is now the proud owner of his
own security firm, Tshedza, employing over 1800
staff. To top it all, he also has his own fuel station in
Potchefstroom.

FROM SECURITY TO A LOVE FOR FARMING
The 52-year-old Phillip describes himself as a serious commercial farmer. He bought his farm of 435
hectares between Klerksdorp and Wolmaransstad way
back in 2007 and the journey up to now has seen
him grow tremendously.
But let’s start at the beginning. He was born and
raised in the Mara Village in Limpopo, where he
attended Kranspoort Primary School. Then he went
to Dzata and Mphephu High Schools in Venda.
He reminisces about his first encounter with farming as he used to come home to his mother Sarah

CATTLE
An African is defined by cattle, “A man with cattle,
is a man.” That prompted him to enter the farming
industry. His goal is not just to farm, but to become
the change. “I am prepared to see the farming industry change.”
That love grew even further when he met
Marthinus Verster. At the time he only had commercial cattle, when he was introduced to Brahmans.
“Martiens talked about “Stoetbrahman”. It was then
that my love for Brahmans started.” Martiens even
took Phillip to auctions.
SENWES Scenario • Feb/Mar 2016
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Phillip Mukhithi discussing farming issues with
Senwes Agronomist, Julias Ramohlabi.

So passionate is he that he even names his
Brahmans, with Chris being his first Brahman and
Chief his next. “But sadly Chris is now gone.”
MAIZE
Maize-wise Philip currently plants less than 100
hectares on his farm, but he is currently looking for
another farm with between 200 and 300 hectares of
arable land. He laughs as he remembers his journey:
“I thought success was when the trailer was full of
maize. Little did I know.” He only discovered the
meaning of high tonnages later and now he sometimes gets as much as 3 tons per hectare.
SENWES
One thing that he learned in business is that “you
need people to assist you.” Here he is grateful
for the assistance from Senwes, particularly from
Senwes Agronomist, Julias Ramohlabi. Julias
worked hand-in-hand with Phillip, mentoring him
about fertilisers and resource evaluation. “It was
something I never expected.” He further educates
himself by attending all training and study opportunities offered by Senwes. Julias confirms that
“Phillip is truly committed.”

There is a special
relationship between
Senwes and Phillip.

DIVERSIFY
Phillip tells us that he wants
to diversify his business through
farming. He admits that his current talent and
knowledge relate to the security industry. That is
why he introduced his daughter, Livhuwani (26), to
farming. His idea is to let her run the farm so that
she can learn what to do, and at the same time assist
him and relieve some of the pressure. Livhuwani talks
about the pressure on her father. “He is a committed
worker and pushes himself harder each and every day.
He made me love farming.”
HIS MOTTO
Phillip learned that “to make money in farming you
must be focused.” He said that in 2014 he had a bad
year, but he stayed true to his motto to persevere. “I
do not want to associate with failure. I always complete what I’m busy with.” Another thing is that he
doesn’t back down from a challenge. “You face it and
overcome it.”
And through it all, there is one thing that Phillip
teaches us all and that is that in business you need
talent and love. Or in his case, a talent for security
and a love for farming. In a way he represents the
future because with farming becoming part of the
global picture, it will also move towards becoming
an area at which investors will look with a view to
diversifying their brands.
Phillip appeared on the recent Nation in Conversation series of Senwes. Readers can access the episode
on Youtube at https://youtu.be/iZxwiQCiinA.

One of the stud Brahmans
on Phillip’s farm.
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SONETTE builds relationships
with Kroonstad producers

T

Sonette Viljoen is the Relationship
Manager at the Senwes Village
Hinterland branch in Kroonstad.

AUBREY KRUGER

Martie Tinkler is the
Admin Lady of the Year
MARTIE TINKLER from the Senwes Village Hinterland branch in Kroonstad won the sought-after
title of Hinterland's Administrator of the Year at the
end of 2015. The branch manager, Louis Lingenfelder, is very proud of her.
Martie says she was most surprised when the announcement was made at Stonehenge.
She has a lot of experience and has been with the
company for 27 years, since 6 February 1989. She
also worked at Prodist and Champion Mills and has
been in the position of head of administration at Kroonstad for the past 4 years.
“Title or not”, Martie says that “one never knows
everything.” She thought Henry van Antwerpen
would be the winner. He has helped Martie a lot in
the past. Louis, however, keeps her on her toes - everything has to be just right. Fortunately, although
he is strict, he is fair. She enjoys working with Louis,
mainly because he is always willing to help.
She says that her success is the result of a team
eﬀort, because we are all dependent on one another.
Another contributing factor is that she is happy at
work. “If you are not happy at work, you will simply
not achieve success”.
Martie is undoubtedly an example for others,
which is evident from the homage paid to her.
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he relationship manager at the Senwes Village
Hinterland branch in Kroonstad is Sonette Viljoen. And as her job title indicates, that is exactly what
she does.
Sonette regards her job as more than just an ordinary job. “I have a passion for my work. My father,
Johannes Viljoen, is a farmer and farming is in my
blood. I don't think it can ever be diﬀerent.”
She joined the Kroonstad branch in August 2014,
after having gained extensive experience in the telecommunications industry at Telkom and having been a personal banker at Absa. She has been involved in the agricultural environment for the past six and a half years.
Sonette was born in Lindley, where she matriculated
in 1994. She says that the producers in Kroonstad are
diﬀerent. “We have very dynamic producers.” According to her she learns something new every day and the
producers are not shy to share their knowledge and
experience with her. This is a very important aspect of
her work. She admits that she has often cried with producers, particularly over the recent past.
Sonette is very happy where she is at present. “I
want my clients and management to be satisﬁed with
the work I do at all times."
On a personal level Sonette keeps ﬁt by jogging and
cycling and she has completed the Cape Town Cycling
Race twice. Exercise is food for the soul. Her motto
is: “You have to motivate yourself in order to be able
to motivate others.” A board in her oﬃce announces:
“Motivation comes from within”. It is evident that Sonette is a self-motivator and there is no doubt that she
will go from strength to strength and will continue to
do her job passionately.

The winner! Martie Tinkler (Head of Administration) in the
middle with Shamynia van Zyl (Administration and Order
Clerk) and Sherelda Botha (Switchboard Operator).

T RA D E N E W S

•••

Impact of exchange rate depreciation

on the agricultural sector
MR LUAN VAN DER WALT, DR YONAS
BAHTA AND DR DIRK STRYDOM
AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS - UFS

T

he South African ﬁnancial
sector has a good rating
amongst international markets
in terms of competitiveness and
investment opportunities. According to a study done by the
World Economic Forum in terms
of competitiveness, South African
ﬁnancing through local equity
markets is ranked ﬁrst out of 140
countries, while the regulation of
the securities exchanges is ranked
second for 2015/2016. This is a
good indication of the quality of
the South African ﬁnancial sector.
A good ﬁnancial sector can play a
huge role in a country’s economy
in order to attract foreign investors. New investors can then assist
with the country’s balance of payments.
Various economic indicators
are used to determine a country’s
ﬁnancial welfare. One important
measure is the exchange rate. In the
South African context the main
indicator in terms of trade is the
South African Rand (ZAR) relative to the US Dollar (US$). The
exchange rate is inﬂuenced by a
number of external factors, which
makes it highly volatile and diﬃcult to project. Examples of these
factors are inﬂation rate, interest
rate diﬀerentials, current account
deﬁcit and even the economic and
political stability globally.
The South African economy was under a lot of pressure
in 2015, created by a number
of external factors. The factors
ranged from political issues to the

struggling economy of China and
restructuring of global economies.
The political situation in South
Africa caused a lot of pressure in
the diﬀerent sectors. The mining
sector was under a lot of pressure
because of the strikes, which led
to reduced output and high commodity prices globally, which decreased substantially. The shortage
of electricity supply, which resulted in load-shedding, also cost the
economy a lot of money. The output by the manufacturing sector
was under a lot of pressure, which
led to losses in the economy. All of
these factors aﬀected the exchange
rate. The South African business
conﬁdence as well as the credit
rating was downgraded several
times during 2015. The business
conﬁdence index decreased from
49 in the ﬁrst quarter of 2015 to
36 in the fourth quarter of 2015,
while the South African credit
rating is just above junk status,
with the fear that the credit rating
might be downgraded to junk
status if the current economic situation does not improve over the
next few months. The dismissal
of the Minister of Finance by the

Figure 1: Exchange rate for the R/$

President also resulted in a lot of
pressure on the exchange rate. All
these factors inﬂuenced business
conﬁdence and if the international
investors decide to withdraw their
investments from South Africa, it
will cause further depreciation of
the rand.
IMPACT ON AGRICULTURAL
SECTOR
The sudden depreciation of the
rand against the major currencies
and especially the US$ was a big
shock, since no one had forecast
the sudden depreciation. The eﬀect
of the depreciation will be visible
in the agricultural sector and this
eﬀect can be positive or negative.
The main eﬀect of the depreciation
of the rand on the agricultural
sector will be in terms of imports
and exports. The export industry
will beneﬁt from the depreciation
of the rand, while the import
industry will take a big knock.
Exporters will gain higher incomes
while importers will pay more in
order to import the same volume
of goods.
The exchange rate depreciated
by 29% from January 2015 up to

SOURCE: SOUTH AFRICAN RESERVE BANK
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Figure 2: Parity prices vs R/$ exchange rate (US yellow maize,
Randfontein)
SOURCE: GRAIN SA

Figure 3: Price cost squeeze relating to agriculture (Combined
agriculture index vs Intermediate agricultural inputs)
SOURCE: DAFF

January 2016, as illustrated in Figure 1. This depreciation of the rand will result in several losses as well
as gains in the agricultural sector, and will have a
huge impact on the import and export industries.
In the short run a depreciation in the exchange rate
will support commodity prices due to increasing parity prices. This is reﬂected in Figure 2.
In the long run the exchange rate has an impact
on agricultural inputs. Inputs such as fertilisers,
chemicals, diesel and machinery increase with the
depreciation of the rand. This is mainly because most
of these products are imported or the active ingredients in the products are imported. This puts pressure
on producers because producers are already in a price
cost squeeze scenario (Figure 3).
The price cost squeeze indicates that the magnitude of the commodity prices are outweighed by the
increase in costs. This means that in the long run
agriculture as a whole will lose, due to the depreciation of the rand.
In a drought year, when above average imports of
grains would be needed to meet the demand for local
consumption, the exchange rate might even have a
bigger inﬂuence on the agricultural sector as a whole,
as well as the economy. A depreciation of the rand
will lead to more expensive imports, which will cost
the economy of the country on a huge scale.
SUMMARY
• Exchange rate depreciated substantially in the last
year.
• The depreciation of the exchange rate supports
commodity prices due to higher parity prices.
• Prices of agricultural inputs such as fertilisers,
pesticides, etc. also increased because most of the
active ingredients or products are imported.
• The combination of the ouput (commodity prices) vs input (agricultural costs) is negative for agriculture. This means that the depreciation of the
exchange rate in the long run is costing the South
African agriculture a lot of money.
• The current drought reduces commodity exports,
which means that this eﬀect is even worse due to
higher commodity imports.
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Betroubare Vennoot
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Know your Certisure

brokers in Kroonstad
KROONSTAD HAS FOUR CERTISURE
BROKERS: ERIC SCRIVEN; NEELS
DYKMAN; CHILLY CAMPHER AND AWIE
MYNHARDT.

ERIC SCRIVEN

What do you do and what are your duties?
I am a broker at Kroonstad.
How has your career progressed?
I have been a broker for the past 18 years.
Where were you born and where did you grow up?
I was born in De Aar and grew up in Alberton and
Kroonstad.
Where were you schooled?
Laerskool Elandia in Dinwiddie and Afrikaanse
Hoërskool in Germiston. I then moved to Afrikaanse
Hoërskool Kroonstad.
What did you do directly after school?
I wanted to become a medical doctor, but went to the
army ﬁrst…
How do you see your future within the company?
I am privileged to be part of a dynamic team, where
the client comes ﬁrst.
What advice would you give your client?
Be honest and disclose all facts. Look wider than just
the premium.
What do you do in your spare time?
I enjoy cycling and I am a rugby coach.
Family?
I married Ansophie in 2000 and we have a daughter,
Anricke (12).
How do you see the insurance industry in 2016?
The market will be stricter. The proverbial extra mile
will ensure retention of clients.
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NEELS DYKMAN

What do you do and what are your duties?
I do short-term and crop insurance.
How has your career progressed?
Experience is very valuable in this industry and my
colleagues add a lot of value.
Where were you born and where did you grow up?
Born and bred in Kroonstad.
Where were you schooled?
Sentrale Volkskool and Blue High School (Blouskool).
What did you do directly after school?
After two years of military service I went to Agricultural College in Potchefstroom, after which I
farmed with my father from 1981 to 2000.
How do you see your future within the company?
Our primary business is agri-business. Excellent relationships with the largest insurers will ensure that we
keep up with the fast-changing agricultural environment.
What advice would you give your client?
Deal with a role player with substance in the insurance industry, such as the Certisure / Senwes affiliation.
What do you do in your spare time?
I enjoy hiking and a half-marathon occasionally. I also
like cooking.
Family?
I am married to Riëtte for 31 years. We have four
children, Jan (27), Juli (25), Ranie (23) and Cornelis
(20).
How do you see the insurance industry in 2016?
El Niño wreaked havoc and clients will be under financial pressure. Insurers we deal with will have to be
kept informed of the needs of our clients. We must
ensure that our clients will still be our clients when
the situation becomes more favourable, hopefully by
next year.
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AWIE MYNHARDT

What do you do and what are your duties?
I am an insurance broker for Certisure and market
short-term and crop insurance products of various
insurers. I also deal with client claims.
How has your career progressed?
After my school career I did two years’ military service, and then worked at Volkskas Bank. I joined
Kroonstad-Wes Co-operative in 1981 as insurace
marketer. After the amalgamation of Senwes and Kroonstad-Wes Co-operative, the Kroonstad-Wes Insurance Division decided to break away and established
Kroonstad-Wes Brokers. Kroonstad-Wes Brokers then
became part of Univision, which currently conducts
business as Certisure Insurance Brokers.
Where were you born and where did you grow up?
I was born in Bloemfontein, grew up in Koppies, and
later in Kroonstad.
Where were you schooled?
Laerskool Sarel Cilliers in Koppies up to standard 2,
after which I went to Kroonheuwel Primêr in Kroonstad. I completed my high school career at the Afrikaanse Hoërskool, Kroonstad (Rooiskool), in 1976.
What did you do directly after school?
I started to work directly after my military service and
after 35 years I am still an insurance broker.
How do you see your future within the company?
Certisure is involved in product development and the
acquisition of different agencies to ensure that all the
insurance requirements of the client are met. For that
reason I see an excellent future for myself at Certisure.
What advice would you give your client?
That one should insure property which could impact negatively on one's financial situation should it
be damaged/stolen. Leave the less important things
which only increase premiums.
What do you do in your spare time?
I like being outdoors and enjoy hunting, target shooting and fishing.
Family?
Married to Marie for 33 years. We have two children,
Michelle (30) and Freddie (26).
How do you see the insurance industry in 2016?
Due to the difficult economic conditions I believe that
insurance premiums will also increase and that stricter
underwriting measures will be implemented.
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CHILLY CAMPHER

What do you do and what are your duties?
I am a short-term and crop insurance broker. I analyse risks and recommend appropriate insurance
cover. I also keep a check on claims processes and deal
with disputes and I am responsible for the general
management of the office.
How has your career progressed to date?
I used to work for Kynoch. After that I worked in a
bank and became involved in the insurance industry
in 1971. I was a pioneer in the establishment of broker services in the agri-co-operative industry.
Where were you born and where did you grow up?
I was born in Bloemfontein and mainly grew up in
Kroonstad.
Where were you schooled?
I started my school career in Viljoenskroon, attended
the Sentrale Volkskool in Kroonstad and completed
my high school career at Afrikaanse Hoërskool, Kroonstad (Rooiskool).
What did you do directly after school?
I wanted to study theology, but had to do military
service. Now I am in the insurance industry where I
have been living my passion for the past 45 years.
How do you see your future within the company?
I would like to continue functioning as a broker and
render the best possible service to my clients and to
share my knowledge with others.
What advice would you give your client?
Use knowledgeable brokers with integrity. Consider
insurers who are known for good service.
What do you do in your spare time?
I am a rugby-enthusiast and a staunch supporter of
schools rugby and the Golden Lions. I also enjoy
wood-work and welding and I repair and maintain
everything in and around the house.
Family?
I am married to Letticia since 1971 and we have one
daughter, Janél (43) who is a legal practitioner.
How do you see the insurance industry in 2016?
The current drought is having a material effect on
particularly crop insurance, but also on asset insurance. The depreciating rand will result in higher vehicle repair costs, which will impact on insurance tariffs.
Clients will undoubtedly have a more conservative
approach to insurance options.
SENWES Scenario • Feb/Mar 2016
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SUSARI GELDENHUYS

SAFEX SCENARIOS WITH SUSARI
Market
discounts all
information

OVER THE PAST SEASON
THE SOUTH AFRICAN
SUMMER RAINFALL AREA
EXPERIENCED ONE OF
THE WORST DROUGHTS
SINCE THE 1991/92 SEASON.
INTRODUCTION
Certain analysts are even of the
opinion that the drought can
be compared with the 1972/73
drought. Producers are looking
for a way out and are compelled
to investigate alternative sources
of income. Various opportunities
exist on SAFEX, but it is diﬃcult
to make good investment decisions
in the current volatile market
environment. However, two general resources are available in the
form of fundamental analysis and
technical analysis, which will contribute to a higher probability of
success when such an investment
decision is considered. Fundamental analysis involves the analysis
of macro-economic information
and the eﬀect thereof on market
prices, as discussed in a previous
article. Technical analysis involves
the analysis of the conduct/actions
of market participants or, more
speciﬁcally, price ﬂuctuations as
a result of the reaction of market
participants on new information.
This conduct is reﬂected in prices and quantiﬁed by means of

graphs, by making use of a
variety of techniques and
indicators in an attempt to
identify buying and selling
opportunities. This article
will focus on the technical
aspects.

Assumptions
History
repeats itself

Trends
exist

TECHNICAL ANALYSIS
Graph 1: Basic Assumptions of Technical Analysis
1. Deﬁnition
SOURCE: COMPILED BY THE AUTHOR
Technical analysis utilises
the ability to capture the conduct
nite turnaround can be observed.
of market participants - even the
This turnaround can usually be
psychological factors which inﬂulinked to changing fundamental
ence the market. The assumption
underlying factors. Finally, techis made that all the underlying
nical analysis assumes that history
fundamental factors and human
repeats itself, which implies that
mass psychological inﬂuences or
human conduct remains reasonmarket sentiment which inﬂuence
ably constant over time.
the market price have already been
discounted in price movements.
3. Market price trends
This makes an analysis of the marTaking the assumptions into acket so much easier since only the
count, accurate technical analysis
market movement is taken into ac- depends upon the diﬀerent trends
count and not the reasons for the
which prices can follow, since
movement. Trading opportunities
diﬀerent technical indicators have
can be recognised and executed
been developed to function more
quickly and easily, which oﬀers
eﬀectively in diﬀerent market conanalysts the opportunity to make
ditions. Prices can be in a trending
real-time investment decisions.
phase (represented graphically by
Graph 3), or in a trading phase
2. Fundamental assumptions
(represented graphically by Graph
The basic assumptions of technical
2). The ﬁrst phase implies that
analysis are reﬂected in Graph 1.
prices move to higher minimum
The ﬁrst assumption mentions
levels (upward trends) and to
that the market discounts all inforlower maximum levels (downward
mation; more speciﬁcally that all
trends), while the second phase
the underlying factors which aﬀect
is characterised by sideways price
the price, are reﬂected in the price.
movements. Various techniques
The second assumption indicates
are used to determine the current
that prices move in trends and that market phase. However, these insuch trends continue until a deﬁdicators cannot indicate whether
SENWES Scenario • Feb/Mar 2016
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term trend. Further to the primary
trend, there are secondary and
even tertiary trends, as represented
by block B. Secondary trends are
normally short-term adjustments
to the primary trend, which will
only reach a turning point should
support line A not be able to support price movement.

Graph 2: Representation of sideways price trend

SOURCE: COMPILED BY AUTHOR

Graph 3: Primary and Secondary Trends

SOURCE: COMPILED BY AUTHOR

the market mainly trends (trades)
or whether it is in a secondary
trading (trending) phase, since
trends are mainly made up of
a primary trend and secondary

trends (upwards, downwards or
sideways). This concept is demonstrated graphically by Graph 3.
Line A represents a primary trend,
which normally represents a longer

CONCLUSION
By merely having a reasonable
understanding of the above information, you will be a step ahead of
the rest. However, it will be most
beneﬁcial to combine technical
analysis with fundamental analysis
in order to make the best possible
decision. When the longer term
support line is broken, it can usually be linked to fundamentally
changing supply and demand
factors. The description of and the
manner in which speciﬁc technical
indicators work, which generate
more accurate buying and selling
signals in various market conditions, will be discussed in future
articles.
For more information
or to obtain competitive
option prices on a variety of commodities, please contact Susari
Geldenhuys at 018 464 7430 or
072 116 9999 or e-mail her at Susari.Geldenhuys@senwes.co.za.
Susari is an option writer at
Senwes. She obtained a B.Com
(Hons.) and M.Com-degree in
Risk Management and a B.Sc-degree in Business Mathematics
and Informatics at the NWU in
Potchefstroom. She also studied
Derivative Instruments at the VU
(Vrije Universiteit) in Amsterdam
on a bursary programme. The
Pretoria-born Susari, who went
to school in Upington, talk about
options and technical analysis.
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PART 8

JACO KRUGER

I DON'T KNOW IF YOU ARE
AWARE OF THE FACT THAT
THE WEARING OF HUNTING/
SHOOTING GOGGLES HAS
BECOME COMPULSORY AT
ALL SA HUNTER SHOOTING
RANGES AND COMPETITIONS
FROM 1 JANUARY 2016.

L

et’s look at hunting goggles in general.
Firstly, for safety reasons - accidents happen. I
never used to wear hunting goggles, until approximately six months ago. Let me tell you about it.
Here in Kroonstad at the shooting range, one
person made a mistake, which can be made by any
one of us. He loaded the wrong gun with the wrong
ammunition and lost sight in one eye as a result. Accidents happen very easily. Believe me, nowadays I
always wear protective goggles at the shooting range.
It is important to know that there is a diﬀerence
between safety goggles (available from Hinterland
branches) and hunting goggles. The biggest diﬀerence between the two is in the quality and colour
of the lenses. While safety goggles only oﬀer protection, hunting goggles with quality lenses can help
you see your target better, which will help you to be
more accurate.
There is no need to spend thousands of rands on
hunting goggles, but take care not to buy goggles
with plastic lenses which are claimed to be impact
resistant. These goggles do not meet the necessary
safety standards.
Goggles used or sold for hunting/shooting
purposes have to meet the ANSI Z87.1 safety standards. ANSI stands for American National Standards
Institute.
Glass lenses and any other type of lens which will
splinter when it breaks are not recommended for
use as hunting/shooting goggles.

Hunting goggles come with
diﬀerent lens colours, namely transparent lenses, yellow lenses, amber or red
lenses. Unfortunately
you have to decide what
suits you best. I cannot
shoot with yellow lenses
in bright sunlight. It is too
bright and gives me a headache. In poor light, however,
yellow lenses work very well for me.
The lenses must also create a clear contrast between the diﬀerent colours. It should not illuminate
the target.
Make sure that the hunting goggles ﬁt comfortably on your face. You do not want a pair of goggles
slipping oﬀ all the time, resulting in the frames
obstructing your view. The bridge of the goggles
should preferably be made of soft rubber, which will
prevent the goggles from slipping oﬀ your nose.
Remember, ordinary prescription glasses do
qualify for suﬃcient eye protection. However, they
are not hunting-friendly due to the frame. Some
hunting goggles make provision for prescription
lenses and hunting goggles which ﬁt over your prescription glasses are also available.
Evidently it is not so simple to just buy a pair of
hunting goggles. There is surely a reason why the
more experienced hunters are of the opinion that
the second pair of hunting goggles you buy is normally the expensive pair.
Visit any Hinterland weapon outlet - they will
assist you with the process of choosing the right
goggles.
Hunting greetings, and as the man in Potch says,
don't shake so much that you miss the target.
Jaco Kruger obtained his national colours in
Benchrest shooting and represented his county on
numerous occasions. He is also an active SA Hunter
member.
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PITFALLS

PART 9
WILLIE LOUW

IN SHORT-TERM INSURANCE
WHEN I STARTED WRITING THIS SERIES OF ARTICLES I WAS CONVINCED
THAT ALL MATTERS RELATING TO SHORT-TERM
INSURANCE COULD
BE COVERED IN THREE
OR FOUR ARTICLES.
HOWEVER, THIS IS THE
NINTH ARTICLE AND
THE END IS STILL NOT IN
SIGHT.

I

t proves once again that shortterm insurance with all its conditions, exceptions and limitations
- the pitfalls - is not so simple.
We are currently discussing the
Fire type Divisions and in Part 8
we discussed the Home Owners
Division, namely the residential
building and all structures of a
household nature which may have
been erected on the farmyard.
In this issue we focus on the
Division Householders or
Household Contents, which is
once again limited to all items of a
household nature.
Readers should take note that
this division (similar to Home
Owners) is subject to the averaging
or under-insurance principle and
items should therefore be insured
at replacement value.
HOME OWNERS
Due to the extent of the cover and
extensions under this division, we
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will have to discuss it in more than
one article.
However, it is important to
look at the deﬁnitions contained
in the policy conditions to make
very sure of what exactly is deﬁned
as residential dwelling contents:
• All items of a household nature, while kept in the private
dwelling and domestic outbuildings on the said premises,
in the policy (it includes all
items which would fall out
should the house be turned
upside down!) It includes, inter
alia, clothing, jewellery, groceries as well as garden tools in the
garage / outbuildings.
• Personal possessions of visitors
of the insured or co-insured
person while in the private
dwelling of the insured person,
on condition that:
- Such items are not otherwise
insured (in other words,
should the visitor have his
own home owners insurance,
he would have to claim
against such insurance).
- The liability of the insurer is
limited, e.g. R2 000.00 or
2% of the insured amount
(Santam Agri-policy).
• Personal possessions of any servant employed by the insured
on a full-time basis while such
possessions are in the building
as speciﬁed under Division
Householders, subject to the
following:
- Loss or damage as a result
of theft is excluded, unless
the theft goes hand in hand
with burglary in a material,
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visible and forcible manner.
- The liability of the insurer is
once again limited.
The policy often refers to the
fact that liability is expanded to
include co-insured persons. Coinsured persons include the spouse
of the insured person as well as any
other relative of the insured person
and his/her spouse who may live
with them.
Where the policy refers to the
private residence of the insured
person, it means the building of
the private residence of the insured
person of which:
• the construction, e.g. walls, is a
brick construction and the roof
is a corrugated iron roof; and
• the location, e.g. the name of
the farm and the district, are
reﬂected in the annexure to the
policy.
The aforementioned factors are
taken into account when calculating the premium, since a dwelling
with a wooden construction poses
a much higher ﬁre risk while a
dwelling in the close vicinity of an
informal settlement poses a higher
theft/burglary risk.
Contents are also deﬁned as
Household Goods and Personal
Possessions of a diversiﬁed nature,
which are the property of the
insured/co-insured person or for
which they are responsible, as well
as ﬁxed equipment and accessories (e.g. TV-dishes) belonging to
them. However, ﬁxed equipment
and accessories belonging to the
owner, as found in a rental home,
are excluded.

CO L UMN

Please note that emphasis is placed
on items of a household nature the PTO-shaft of the ground-nut
harvester lying in the garage is
therefore not included!
Buildings which qualify for
cover in terms of this division
are the same as discussed in Part
8 - Home Owners, namely the
private dwelling of the insured and
domestic outbuildings and do not
include the store in which tractors,
animal feed, etcetera are kept.
WHAT AM I INSURED
AGAINST?
The same cover as against insured
perils are provided as discussed in
Pitfalls of short-term insurance Part 8 : December 2015/January
2016, namely ﬁre, lightning,
special perils (storm, wind, water),
theft, etcetera.
However, it is important to
note the following limitations relating to burglary or any attempt
there at:
• Burglary (or any attempt
thereat) is excluded should the
insured buildings be loaned, let
or sub-let, unless it goes hand
in hand with breaking in or
out of the building by means of
material, visible and forcible
means.

In short it means that should
a door be left ajar and should
somebody walk in and take any
items (e.g. handbag, camera,
etc) and walk out, such an incident would not be covered in
terms of the policy.
- It is therefore important to
note that cover in respect of
theft relating to the contents
of the holiday home of the
insured person which is being
rented out, is limited to theft
after access to the building in
a material, visible and forcible manner.
Should the lessee disappear
with that beautiful Pierneef
painting, it will not be
covered.
• Theft (or any attempt there at)
from any domestic outbuilding
is limited to damage or loss after material, visible and forcible
breaking into or out of such
building.
- The ‘disappearance’ of the
electric drill or grinder from
the garage while it is left
open, will also not be covered.
As in the case of Home Owners
Division, certain Extensions are

••
•
•••
••

included in the policy, free of
charge.
EXTENSIONS
• Loss of or damage to the contents of fridges and freezers
- Accidental spoiling of the
contents of the fridge or freezer in the insured buildings
due to ﬂuctuating temperatures, for instance when the
servant switches oﬀ the power
to vacuum the carpets and she
forgets to switch it on again.
- Spoiling of food due to power
deliberately being cut oﬀ by
Eskom is not included.
- Damage to fridge or freezer
(due to possible power ﬂuctuations) is not included.
- Cover is limited to
R2 000.00 or 2% of the
insured amount whichever
may be the highest.
• LOSS OF MONEY
Limited cover of R2 500.00
(two thousand ﬁve hundred
rand) is applicable in respect of
loss of or damage to money of
the insured/co-insured person
caused by an insured peril while
inside the private dwelling of
the insured, as speciﬁed in the
annexure.
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other insurance is available,
are insured up to an amount
of R10 000,00 for accidental
physical injury.
Theft of the money must
once again go hand in hand
with breaking into or out of
the dwelling by material,
visible and forcible means.
- Amounts higher than
R2 500.00, as well as
money for business use
(farming), must be insured
under the Division Money,
which we will deal with at a
later stage.
• ACCIDENTAL BREAKAGE
OF MIRRORS AND
CERTAIN TYPES OF
GLASS
The accidental breakage of
mirrors, glass tops of furniture
and ﬁxed glass which forms
part of any stove or oven (e.g.
a glass top stove on which a
saucepan falls and it breaks).
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• MEDICAL EXPENSES
Medical expenses, except
where a medical aid fund/

However, this cover is limited
to injuries sustained by
- any person (excluding the
insured/co-insured person
or any person in their service) directly caused by
a pet of the insured person
(dog/cat/etcetera) being
kept on the premises;
- any guest or visitor directly
caused as a result of a defect
in the buildings or premises;
- any domestic worker employed by the insured person which may arise from
the nature of his/her duties,
e.g. a worker falling oﬀ a
ladder while cleaning gutters.
SUMMARY
It is evident from the above
discussion that insurance cover in terms of the Division
Householders involves more
than just cover against lightning

or theft. In order to utilise all
the benefits of this type of insurance, it is the duty of the insured person to acquaint him-/
herself with the contents of the
policy.
Contact your insurance
advisor to explain the benefits
of your short-term insurance
policy.
In the next issue we will
focus on the expansions which
are included in this division
of the policy free of charge, as
well as expansions which can
be obtained at an additional
premium.
For purposes of this article
the policy conditions of the
Santam Agri-policy were used,
which may differ from the cover, limitations and conditions of
other insurers.

Enquiries may be addressed to the author at
018-6331213 or willie.louw@
univisionbs.co.za or your
nearest Certisure insurance
advisor.
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Royal All-Purpose Salt se hoë
graad, suiwer sout kan vir ‘n wye
verskeidenheid van gebruike
aangewend word. Gebruik dit vir die
maak van biltong, droëwors,
kosmaak of om olywe in te lê. Royal
All-purpose Salt is verkrygbaar in
5kg-verpakking en kan by die
wasmasjien, waterversagtingstoestel of die koi-dam gevoeg word.

Wat ook al
a u behoefte Saltcor kan voorsien
Contact Details: Tel: +27 (21) 951 6501 | Email: salt@dbgroup.co.za | Website: www.saltcor.co.za

NEWS

New company at
Senwes Limited

W

e wish to announce that the broker
division at Senwes Ltd has established
a new company, which will function as a separate entity within the Senwes group structure in
future. This decision was motivated by certain
amendments to the JSE rules and regulations,
which will ensure the transparency of the brokerage. The new company will be known as
Senwes Graanmakelaars (Pty) Limited, or SGB
in short.
Existing clients will be notified accordingly
by e-mail or telephonically in order to facilitate
the transition process. Please do not be concerned that the above change will negatively
affect your market access or trading opportunities. All personnel who are involved with the
brokerage will merely move across to the new
company and existing client/broker relationships will not be affected. Your brokerage fee
structure will remain unchanged and existing
telephone numbers will remain in operation.
Thank you for the opportunity to conduct
business with you. We are looking forward to
promoting this relationship in our new company. Please do not hesitate to contact your broker
should you have any enquiries or should you be
interested to open an account with SGB.
Frans Dreyer
(Brokerage Manager)

frans.dreyer@senwes.co.za
018 464 7786

Susari Geldenhuys
(Option Writer)

susari.geldenhuys@senwes.co.za
018 464 7430

Elanie van den Berg elanie.vandenberg@senwes.co.za
(Broker)
018 464 7554
Norman Botma
(Broker)

norman.botma@senwes.co.za
018 464 7528

Marcel Lombard
(Broker)

marcel.lombard@senwes.co.za
018 464 7722
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GRAIN MARKET PROSPECTS:
January 2016:

Current situation
BACKGROUND:
Most South African commodity
prices increased dramatically over
the recent past. We will therefore
look at the factors which gave
rise to these increases.
INTERNATIONAL
FUNDAMENTAL FACTORS:
Crude oil prices:
It is a known fact that the world
economy ran away with us
during 2008. This was mainly
due to the excessive GDP-

growth in China, which resulted
in a huge demand for energy and
other resources. It was rumoured
that crude oil resources would
only be suﬃcient for the next
40 years. The Americans did
not want to depend on the Arab
world for their energy requirements and started to produce
ethanol from maize on a large
scale.
Energy prices increased to record levels during 2008, around
$145/barrel. The Brent crude oil

Graph 1. The international Brent crude oil price movement ($/barrel-Reuters).

Graph 2. Changes in GDP (gross domestic product) of China. (%)-IMF
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price lingered at a level of $110/
barrel for a considerable period
of time. Ethanol plants made a
lot of money and 38% of the
American maize crop is being
converted to ethanol at present.
At this stage the Brent crude
oil price is at a level of approximately $30/barrel. Despite
the low American maize price,
most of the ethanol plants in the
mid-western parts of the USA
are suﬀering losses - a situation
which does not support the international maize price. Alternative energy such as wind energy,
fracking and intensive exploration for crude oil, amongst others, played a role in the declining
international crude oil prices.
Slowing Chinese economy:
A factor which is putting a lot
of pressure on international
commodity prices is the slowing
Chinese economy. The graph
below reﬂects the GDP-growth
in China. Certain projections
indicated that the GDP-growth
in China could move to 20%.
Fears existed that the Chinese
would take up all available commodities such as crude oil, grain
and oilseeds. However, the GDPgrowth has decreased by 57% in
the meantime, which resulted in
a signiﬁcantly lower demand for
all commodities. As we know,
the Chinese demand for steel has
also decreased, which resulted
in processed steel being dumped
globally.

CO L UMN

The international maize
situation:
International maize price:
The American corn price traded
at a level of $7/bushel for an extensive period of time after the
2012 drought. Due to the reasons
already discussed and high levels of
carry-over stock globally, the price
is declining and corn is trading at
levels of $3.7/bushel at present. It
is expected that the international
price will linger at this level, unless
a drought occurs over large parts
of the Northern Hemisphere this
coming season.
LOCAL:
White maize:
The white maize price increased
from R1 600/ton during the
second half of 2014 and is at a
level of R5 000/ton at present.
The main reason for the above
was the 2014/15 drought, which
was followed by an exceptionally
dry 2015/16 (Graph 4). The rand
also depreciated against the dollar,
which also supported prices. Due to
uncertainty regarding the destinations from which white maize will
be imported, the white maize price
increased to above import parity. It
is evident that no large quantities
of maize for export purposes for the
current marketing season are available anywhere in the world.
Table 1 indicates the calculated
import parities of American maize.
It is a theoretical calculation and, as
already mentioned, Safex maize is
already above import parity. Market panic to obtain white maize is
probably the main reason for the
price diﬀerence.

•••

Graph 3. The USA corn price movement (c/bu-Reuters).

Graph 4. The price movement of cash white maize price on Safex.
Table 1. The calulated import parity of imported American white maize against
different exchange rates and CBOT prices (per ton).

Table 2. Supply and demand of maize in South Africa.

White and yellow maize
stock levels:
The calculated white maize carry-over stock levels are reﬂected
in the tables above, following the
latest crop estimate of the NaSENWES Scenario • Feb/Mar 2016
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tional Crop Estimate Committee
(NCEC). The National Agricultural Marketing Council publishes the
oﬃcial supply and demand ﬁgures
in South Africa on a monthly basis.
This report will be issued on 29
January 2016.
The NCEC's white maize planting estimate amounted to approximately 180 000 hectares more
than expected in the market. The
question is, however, how much
of this maize had been planted
for animal feed purposes and how
much for harvesting purposes. The
result is that the calculated imports
are currently signiﬁcantly lower
and are estimated at just more than
one million tons. Over the short
term it will put downward pressure
on the price, but expectations are
that the price will stabilise at the
calculated import parity level.
The calculated yellow maize
import requirements following
the latest crop estimate are in the
region of 2,5 million tons. This was
no big surprise and the price movement on Safex was insigniﬁcant.
Looking at the calculated white
maize import requirements, it is
evident that a large quantity of
white maize will have to be imported during the coming year.
OILSEED COMPLEX:
Sunﬂower:
The general feeling is that the
NCEC's sunﬂower estimate is very
conservative. Sunﬂower is being
planted at a rapid rate in the Western Free State and western parts of
Northwest. Tractors with planters
can be seen in the above area,
where mainly sunﬂower is being
planted.
It has to be borne in mind that
a large number of producers were
unable to plant maize and they
are therefore forced to plant sunﬂower for cash ﬂow purposes. It is
estimated that sunﬂower plantings
will be signiﬁcantly higher than
indicated by the NCEC in its ﬁrst
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Table 3. The calculated import needs of yellow maize.

Table 4. The calculated import needs of white and yellow maize.

production estimate, which could
result in pressure on the sunﬂower
price. Imported sunﬂower, sunﬂower oil and sunﬂower oilcake
is fairly expensive at present due
to the scarcity thereof and the depreciation of the rand. However,
it supports the sunﬂower price on
the other hand.
Soya beans:
Soya bean plantings and expected
production are a lot lower due to
the drought, which means that the
importing of soya beans is inevitable. It will support the soya bean
price and will result in soya beans
trading at around the calculated
import parity level. Experience has
taught us that harvesting pressure
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usually occurs from February to
May every year, after which the
soya bean price usually recovers.
SUMMARY AND
CONCLUSION:
This season's drought and the depreciated rand generally supported
commodity prices. However, the
NCEC issued the crop estimate
one month early, while the largest
part of the South African summer
crop was planted very late this
year. This fact is currently increasing uncertainty about the expected
summer grain crop. A lot can still
happen and commodity prices
could still be supported to a reasonable extent for the foreseeable
future due to this uncertainty.

So veelsydig
en aanpasbaar
as wat jou
behoeftes
vereis
Voergewasse waarop jy kan staatmaak
Voer met hoë drakrag en smaaklikheid
vir volgehoue diereproduksie.
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Come rain, come shine
Not a season to remember
THYS GROBBELAAR
SENIOR GRAIN ANALYST,
SENWES GRAINLINK

THE SEASON THUS FAR
The feared El Niño phenomenon
made its mark during the ﬁrst part
of the season, particularly over the
western parts of the South African
summer rainfall area.
On Wednesday, 13 January, the
Western Free State experienced
a severe thunder storm, coupled
with a dust storm.
Good rain started to fall over
the largest part of the Senwes area
since 10 January. However, the
central western area of the Senwes
area of operation has not received
much rain. Producers have started
to plant in all earnest and considerable quantities of maize were
planted until 20 January. The soil
moisture situation is nowhere near
optimal and follow-up rain is of
the utmost importance.

This photograph was taken at Hoopstad during the afternoon. The
white roofed building in the background is the new Senwes/Hinterland
retail branch. However, the storm came and went without much rain which happened quite often this season.

This photograph was taken earlier that day in the Wesselsbron area.
Large areas could not be planted with summer crops. Extensive areas
without vegetation were turned into a desert. The least little bit of wind
results in a dust storm. It was extremely hot on this day, with the mirage
on the horizon clearly visible.

RAINFALL FOR THIS SEASON:

TEMPERATURES:
During the week of 4 to 9 January
2016, record temperatures were experienced in various parts of South
Africa. It must have been the hottest
few days in living memory. What was
left after the drought, was scorched
during these few days.
WHAT DO WE EXPECT FOR THE
REST OF THE SEASON?
The average sea temperature was 3.2
degrees Celsius warmer than normal
at one stage. Sea temperatures are
going down, which is an indication
that the El Niño-episode is abating.
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A comparison between the 1991/92 and the 2015/16 seasons and the
long term rainfall experienced in the traditional Senwes area.

This map indicates the cumulative rainfall for the season as long-term
percentage. When this article was written, no area had received more
than the long-term cumulative rainfall as at 22 January. However, small
parts of the area have received good rain. The central western area of the
traditional Senwes area had received less than 30% of the long-term rainfall. Some areas could not even plant 10% of the long-term maize area.

It is a concern, however, that the
SOI-value is decreasing further,
-21 at present, which could mean
that the El Niño-episode is abating
slower than what we are hoping
for.
SUMMARY AND
CONCLUSION:
The ﬁrst half of the 2015/16
season was not very positive.
Notwithstanding predictions by

various meteorological associations
that a very dry and hot ﬁrst part
of the summer season would be
experienced by the western part
of South Africa, we hoped that it
would not materialise. In most areas planned planting did not take
place - this was the most signiﬁcant variance in respect of planned
maize planting and planting
which actually materialised since
1926, when reasonably accurate

•••

A COMPARISON BETWEEN
THE 1991/92 SEASON AND
THIS SEASON:
The 1991/92 season is known
as the worst season in terns of
rainfall over the past century.
Exceptionally poor maize yields
realised, such as the average 0,55
ton/ha in the Senwes area and
an average of 0.72 ton/ha for
South Africa as a whole. Rainfall for the 1991/92 season was
301 mm in total for the entire
season. The cumulative seasonal
rainfall, namely from 1 July to
22 January 1992, was 228 mm
for the 1991/92 season, compared to 186 mm for the current
season. The pre-season period of
this season was even drier than
the worst season experienced in
100 years. Producers were able
to undertake normal plantings
during the 1991/92 season, but
the crops were parched. During
the current season, producers in
a number of districts could plant
almost no maize. However, it is
encouraging to note that during
the 1991/92 season rain started
to decrease as from December
1991, while rainfall started to increase from December 2015. The
graph demonstrates the above, as
well as the long-term rainfall in
the Senwes area.
documentation of areas planted in
South Africa started.
Signiﬁcantly lower than average
rainfall has occurred thus far for
the ﬁrst part of the season. However, it started to rain in many areas
since 10 January and producers
were able to plant, particularly
sunﬂower.
We hope and trust that the
good rain will continue for the rest
of the season.
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Scenario goes BIG
in 2016 with new website, app and English!
THE SENWES SCENARIO
MAGAZINE IS SPREADING
ITS WINGS IN 2016! THERE
WILL BE SEVERAL NEW
AND EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS AROUND THE
MAGAZINE THIS YEAR
WITH A NEW WEBSITE,
NEW APP AND AN
EXTENSION TO A FULL
ONLINE ENGLISH VERSION.
HOW DID IT COME ABOUT?
Preparations began in September
2015. Once the registration and
structure were sorted, the app
came into eﬀect two months
later in November.
The new website compliments
the printed Senwes Scenario
perfectly and will feature the
electronic version of the printed
edition as well. You can view all
the articles with new additions
such as an agriculture calendar

with all the popular events. The
online platform is extremely
user-friendly with an easy pagethrough electronic version.
The Scenario app, which you
can download free like any other
app from the Google Play Store
or the Apple App Store, will
feature all the articles and the
magazine in both Afrikaans and
English. You will also be able to
add events to your personal calendar on your device.
EXPANSION TO ENGLISH
In a continued eﬀort to include
the total Senwes family and to
share our communication with a
wider audience, an English
language version of Senwes
Scenario will be available online
only. Current readers can rest
assured that the print version,
which has a print run of about
9 000 copies, will still be printed
in hard copy format and distributed to subscribers. The printed
format will continue as is.
The reason for the expansion
to English is because it is becoming increasingly important to
ensure that the general consumer

understands the critical role
which producers play in providing food security in our country
and the all-English online version of Scenario will take that
message to new frontiers. The
all-English version of Scenario
will not be available in printed
format.
PHASE TWO
Once the new additions referred
to above come into eﬀect from
February 2016, phase two will
begin. Readers can look forward
to a more interactive edition with
lots of links, videos, QR-codes
and so forth for an even more
enjoyable reading experience.
The real value of this will be
revealed later, after the roll-out
to other Senwes platforms and
those of the Senwes group’s aﬃliate companies.
WHERE?
Visit the new website at www.
scenario.co.za. More information
on the new Scenario app can
be found on the website or just
download it from your various
app stores.
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Help Hinterland and Senwes

collect water

for drought strickened areas
HINTERLAND AND
SENWES HAVE KICKSTAR TED CAMPAIGNS
TO COLLECT DRINKING
WATER FOR AREAS
THAT ARE AFFECTED BY THE CURRENT
DROUGHT
HINTERLAND
Hinterland has started an initiative of its own by collecting
water for the Senekal community
where Hinterland has an Afgri
Town & Country branch. As
a result drinking water will be
sent to the branch in Senekal,
which will, in turn, distribute it
amongst community members
in need.
IMPORTANT!
Donate any number of litres of
bottled water to your
our ne
ou
nearest
earest
esst
Hinterland branch.
h. IItt iiss iimporh.
mp
pororr-

tant that the water still be sealed.
This is to ensure that inferior (tap
or other) water does not end up
being used for human consumption since it could lead to illness
and disease. Kindly drop your
contribution oﬀ at your nearest
Hinterland branch. Your contribution will then be forwarded to
the Senekal branch, which will
ensure that the water is distributed to the community. Thank
you for supporting this worthy
cause. Enquiries can be directed
to Earl Smiles at 018 462 8533
or e-mail him at Klerksdorp.takbestuurder@hinterland.co.za.
SENWES
Meanwhile Senwes staﬀ have
begun donating and delivering
water to the Senwes Head Oﬃce
in Klerksdorp, which was then
taken to Brandfort and Welkom
in the ﬁrst two weeks of the campaign. During the third week in
JJanuary
Ja
Janu
anu
uar
ary Wi
W
inb
n ur
nb
urgg al
aalso
lso
soo rreceived
eceive
ec
eiive
ved
ved
Winburg

some much needed water. Water
will be taken to a diﬀerent area
where it is needed every week,
according to Senwes staﬀer,
Roelien Moolman.
The organisers wish to thank
all employees who donated water
and wish to thank Grain Procurement in particular for the
logistical arrangements. Roelien
says that more than 250 litres of
water are donated by staﬀ
every week.
HOW IT WORKS
All you need to do is take any
number of sealed bottles of water
to level K1 at Head Oﬃce in
Klerksdorp and mark the bottles
clearly with DW to indicate that
it is drinking water.
For more information
contact Roelien Moolman at 018 464 7517 or e-mail
her at roelien.moolman@
senwes.co.za.

Jonas Elias (Willemsrus Silo), James Mabote (Winburg Silo),
Martin Mkhefa (Brandfort Silo) and the driver at Winburg Silo,
Daniel Nkaki, pose with some of the water
donated to droughtstrickened areas.
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RUBIN 12 – THE COMPACT DISC HARROW
WITH OUTSTANDING PENETRATION

With the Rubin 12, there is finally a compact disc harrow on the
market that offers the same 20 cm working depth as a cultivator.
The Rubin 12 is therefore ideal for shallow or deeper stubble cultivation, but also for primary soil cultivation, even in heavy soils.
Experience its many benefits for yourself:

■ Symmetrical disc arrangement to eliminate side draft
■ Soil cultivation over the full width from only 7 cm
working depth
■ Harrow for optimum mixing and levelling action
■ Maximum clearance to prevent clogging

Contact your local area sales manager to find out more about our LEMKEN Rubin
Karel Munnik, Director
Cell 082 412 2577
k.munnik@lemken.com

Blackie Swart, Area Sales Manager
Cell 082 404 9651
b.swart@lemken.com
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COMPILED BY SENWES AGRICULTURAL SERVICES JANUARY 2016

GUIDELINES AND ADVICE
Planting options in the traditional Senwes
production area for the current season
BACKGROUND
The scorching heat and lack of
rain changed from mid-January
and producers could plant late
maize and sunﬂower.
However, many ﬁelds received
insuﬃcient rain to ensure adequate soil moisture on a yearon-year basis. Natural grazing
suﬀered serious damage, feed
reserves are minimal and slaughter prices for under-condition
animals are low which create ﬁnancial challenges for producers.

pleasant to sell or slaughter stud
animals. With timeous action
it may be possible to save a few
instead of losing everything.
1. Identify the actual need.
2. Formulate order of priority.
3. Formulate a plan A and a plan
B.
4. Identify the requirements for
success.
5. Identify the most feasible option.
6. Execute the decision with determination.

WHAT CAN THE PRODUCER
DO NOW?
A sensible plan of action can be
formulated with skilled advisors.
The point of departure is the
identification of a plan. Is the
objective to stop wind damage,
or does it pertain to cash flow
or financial obligations for
December 2016?
The main objective is to
have a maize producer in full
production by the next season.
Any planting action should be
absolutely limited to:
• Financial survival.
• Ensuring food for animals.
• Limiting wind damage in
spring.
• Preparation for the planting
of maize.

The following situations are of
importance:

DECISION-MAKING
PROCESS TO BE FOLLOWED
Producers are forced to limit
emotion and sentiment. It is un-

Objective 1: Relieve ﬁnancial
pressure on the grain producer
Option 1:
Plant wheat. This option will
generate an income by December 2016. The number of hectares can be calculated as follows:
Break-even hectares = Essential
ﬁxed overhead production expenditure + Rent + Pressing instalment payments + Living costs
Calculated *gross margin of crop
(R/ha)
*Gross margin = (Yield t/ha x Price R/t)
less directly attributable production-expenditure rand per hectare

The requirement for success
is suﬃcient rain until wheat
planting time in order to see
the crop through without any
further rain. Alternatively wheat

can be planted on water table or
fallow ﬁelds. The area under wheat
should not be more than a quarter
or a third of the available ﬁelds.
Option 2:
Planting of early sunflower
during September will generate
an income in February 2017.
The number of hectares can be
calculated by using the above
model.
Additional factors to consider:
• Rotation system.
• The timing of available finance.
• Rain and soil moisture
conditions. Should wheat for
instance be planted on soil
with an effective depth of one
metre, follow-up rain during
September is critical. Early
sunflower may be a better
option here.
Option 3:
Planting of winter crops (cut and
baled), and sold as roughage. This
option can generate an income by
approximately October 2016.
Objective 2: Financial survival
of cattle farming
The cattle industry is critical. Animals with limited body reserves
will struggle to deal with temperature ﬂuctuations and decreased
food supplies during the winter.
Recommendations:
• Generate suﬃcient cash ﬂow.
• Focus on core animals.
• Sell all young animals if feed is
already a problem or if there is

SENWES Scenario • Feb/Mar 2016

47

•••
••
•••

CO L UM N

no feed reserves for the winter.
• Sell all unproductive animals.
• Tax implications and investment options relating to income from the said sales.
Objective 3: Feed provision for
livestock complement
The starting point is to firstly get
rid of all surplus livestock.
Option 1:
Although agave, spineless
cactus and old-man saltbush
are excellent feed alternatives, it
is not readily available. Obtain
expert advice regarding the
composition of rations.
Option 2:
Chicken litter is a cheap source
of NPN, but not of nutrients. It
is illegal to trade this commodity
unless the product is registered as
animal feed in terms of Act 36 of
1947. Chicken litter may be fed
to animals during critical times
ONLY and in the following
quantities, SHOULD NO
OTHER FEED be available:
• Cattle: 4.5 – 6 kg/animal/day,
or 1% of body mass.
• Sheep: 0.5 – 1 kg/animal/day,
or 1% of body mass.
Take note of the following:
• Chicken litter must be of
good quality, sterilised and
processed.
• It is relatively low in protein
and not on par with certain
other winter supplements.
• Energy should be added in the
form of grains and molasses.
A maximum of 15% molasses
can be added - more could
result in diarrhoea.
• If chicken litter is fed over
long periods of time, Vitamins
A and E are essential.
• Hay / roughage must always
be available - chicken litter
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can’t replace it.
• Vaccinate against botulism.
• Degeneration of the liver can
occur with more than 3kg/
day.
• Copper poisoning could
occur amongst sheep should
excessive amounts be fed.
• Milk fever amongst milking
cows before calving.
• Ionophore poisoning can
affect the heart muscle of
cattle.
• No legal recommendations
may be made regarding the
use of unregistered chicken
litter as feed.
Option 3:
If it wasn’t possible to plant
feed sorghum as grazing fodder,
green grazing crops is available to
relieve the pressure. Make sure
your feed flow program for the
year is in place. Consult your seed
supplier of choice to establish
the availability of feed crop seed
and until when it can be planted.
Adjust animals gradually to green
grazing and make sure that dry
roughage is available. Mix your
own licks and rations where
possible. Make sure that it meets
the minimum feed requirements
for the specific type of animal.
Objective 4: Cover crop to
limit wind erosion during the
traditional August wind period
The main objective is to
have cover crop or mulch or
material on the field during the
traditional August wind period.
If it was possible to plant late
sunflower or maize, a cover
crop will be available. If not,
early planting of wheat and/
or sunflower will already help
to some extent. The remaining
option is any of the small grain
or green grazing crops.

Feb/Mar 2016 • SENWES Scenario

Green grazing crops and
cultivars are available, which can
be used for a specific purpose,
namely:
• Serve as cover crops to limit
wind damage.
• Can be used in a rotation
system, which would fit
in well with conservation
farming.
• Can be a source of winter feed
for cattle or sheep.
The impact of soil moisture and
rainfall on the decision-making
process
Do not plant in soil of which
the soil depth and chemistry are
unknown. A one hectare crop
failure absorbs proﬁts made from
approximately four hectares.
Should the total soil proﬁle be
dry, wait for at least 180 mm of
rain before any wheat or early
sunﬂower planting is considered.
Should the top 1 metre layer of
soil be dry, followed by moist
soil, planting can take place after
80 – 100 mm of rain.
In summary: What can the
producer do to ensure sustainable
production?
• No instant solution here.
• Focus on controllable aspects.
• Evaluate facets.
• Analyse business and ﬁnancial
risks.
• Optimise production factors.
• Don't take production shortcuts.
• Decrease costs per unit.
• Consolidation of debt on
merit.
• Sell surplus capital items.
• No new capital expenditure.
• Planting of grain on best
lands.
• Become a better price manager.

Meer as net

LANDBOU

My keuse, my Senwes.
Senwes Credit prosesseer krediet aansoeke vinnig jy kan kies uit ‘n wye reeks mededingende finansieringsprodukte vir jou unieke omstandighede. Koester jou gesin
en vergeet van kredietkopsere.
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WHER E TH E R E ‘ S A WI L L T H ER E ‘ S A WAY

REV CAREL BOTMA

A JOURNEY TO A BETTER
QUALITY OF LIFE!
AFTER THE RECENT
SUCCESS OF CAREL
BOTMA'S SERIES OF
ARTICLES IN A LOCAL
NEWSPAPER, THE VELDBRAND, WE DECIDED
TO INCLUDE BOTMA'S
ARTICLES IN THE SENWES SCENARIO.

D

ue to the circumstances of
life we are continuously
exposed to external factors which
could result in stress. Long-term
exposure to stress can have a negative impact on the physical and
emotional aspects of our lives. It
can eventually result in us getting
"used" to stress. However, it still
impacts on the manner in which
we experience quality of life in
a very subtle way. When this
happens the individual no longer
experiences job satisfaction and he
starts to question the meaning of
his life. He often feels as though
he is involved in a long, drawn-out
ﬁght for survival. In short, the
individual's general satisfaction
with his life is being inﬂuenced
negatively.
The primary objective of this
series is to enable the reader to
experience higher levels of satisfaction and a better quality of life
through personal growth. This is
done by getting the reader to face
his own broken reality and by assisting him to be the best possible
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human being, despite his broken
reality. When this series was compiled and written, all attempts
were made to combine certain
psychological principles with the
Bible in an attempt to take the
reader on a spiritual journey of
self-discovery, self-acceptance and
self-actualisation.
We hear about stress every day
and you may experience it as part
of your job and household activities. The question which arises is:
what exactly is stress? Where does
it come from? What happens to
me when I experience stress and
what are the implications of stress
in my life?
Every person has sources.
Sources refer to things such as possessions; personal characteristics
such as a person's self-image (how
do I see, experience and evaluate
myself?); health and emotional
abilities (ability to laugh, love, cry,
etcetera); socio-economic status;
reer; important people in my
career;
e; time; etcetera.
life;
eesee sources are
Thes
reat value to the
re
of ggreat
individual
diviidu
d al since it helps
with
th the forming of his
identity.
entity. In other words,
myy possessions, career, socio-economic
o-economic status, time
and
d people with whom
I have meaningful reionships
lationships
ﬁne
deﬁ
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not only who and what I am, but
also my position in society. My
self-image or self-evaluation depends on all the sources which I
have at my disposal. This is the
reason why people never fail to
attempt to retain, protect and expand these sources.
Environmental conditions and
things that happen in our lives
often threaten these sources and
could even result in diminishing
or destroying such sources, resulting in the status, position in
the community, economic status,
loved ones, self-image, etcetera of
the person involved, being threatened. Our reaction to this threat
or possible loss of life sources often
results in stress. A moderate level
of stress is a good thing since it
can activate people to deal with
it constructively. Excessive levels
of stress can, however, result in
tension.
Join us on this journey in the
next few issues of the Senwes
Scenario!

F UT UR E F O CUS
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JENNY MATHEWS

Be future focused on Opportunities
- The 4th Industrial Revolution

I

n an eﬀort to ‘turn down the
heat’ of this recent heat wave,
by midday I found myself drawing
the curtains across the windows
through which I normally welcome the sunlight and the fresh
green and white palette of my
garden ﬁlled with iceberg roses out
front. The darkened room oﬀered
solace from the merciless sun - it
also helped that I did not have to
look out at the bleak, scorched
garden where the grass and ﬂowers
were losing the daily battle for
survival. I was reminded of a sermon I listened to some years ago.
The pastor said most people have
a tendency to ‘draw the curtains’
when going through tough times.
We prefer to hibernate and suffer
in silence rather than to get out,
do something different or to seek
help. The trouble is that in our
private spaces, the problem seems
to grow and circumstances look
darker than ever and soon we are
living inside a misery, all alone,
because we will not reach out to
one another. And in this space it is
hard to think clearly or be positive
about the future.
At the start of each new year, I
have the habit of looking around
at what future focused experts are

saying about global issues. During
January 2016 the discussions
at the World Economic Forum
(WEF) in Davos were centred on
a topic, “Mastering the Fourth
Industrial Revolution” and it
was interesting to read what the
2006 winner of the Nobel Prize
in Economic Sciences had to
say about this foreign concept.
Professor Phelps says the economy is not a machine that can be
cranked up to the best possible
performance level but rather, ‘a
functioning modern economy is
a living organism made up of all
the individuals participating in
it. Their initiatives are sparked
by imagination, encouraged
by values and assisted by their
personal knowledge.’ And this
is exactly why it is not helpful for
us to draw the curtains and turn
inwards on our problems, shutting
out the light. We need to look
outward to look for hope and to
zoom in on opportunities!
Klaus Schwab, the Founder and
Executive Chairman of the WEF,
at the January 2016 meeting in
Davos elaborated on the pending
‘revolution’, saying we stand on
the brink of a technological revolution that will fundamentally
alter the way we live, work and
relate to one another. In scale,
scope and complexity the transformation will be unlike anything
humankind has ever experienced.
The First Industrial Revolution
used water and steam power and
saw the launch of mechanised
production processes; the Second
used electricity to bring about

mass production. The Third
saw the use of electronics and
information technology and
automated production lines and
now a Fourth is building on the
third in the form of a digital
revolution which is characterised
by a fusing of technologies.
Billions of people are now connected through mobile devices
with processing power, storage
capacity and access to knowledge. Schwab believes that ‘the
4th Industrial Revolution has the
potential to raise global income
levels and improve the quality
of life for populations around
the world’. He recognises that
it could yield greater inequality
and again, access to technology
and skills to use it, will influence
opportunities and says in the
future, talent, more than capital,
will be a critical factor.
If we close the curtains we
may miss out on opportunity.
We must seek knowledge and
widen our horizons as in Isaiah
54 v. 2, ‘Enlarge the place of
your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back;
lengthen your cords, strengthen
your stakes.’ We must be creative, brave and astute as we let
go of old ways and scout out
new possibilities.
The Fourth Industrial
Revolution ‘reflects the rapidly
blurring boundaries between
humans and machines’ and will
affect the very foundation of our
society from economic growth,
education, financial systems,
geosecurity, global trade, health,

SENWES Scenario • Feb/Mar 2016

51

•••

F UT URE F O CUS

poverty and
much more. At
this WEF meeting in
January, Miki Tsusaka
said there are ways to
succeed in the Fourth
Industrial Revolution but
leadership is required to seek
out opportunity. She highlighted three essential
components for success:
1) Successful companies stay on top by running
the business - but also by reinventing the business! This means don’t over-exploit existing
business models, rather explore new opportunities. Explorers grow faster and deliver higher value
than exploiters!
2) Complacency is the kiss of death! Leaders
in business cannot afford to steer away from
change. This may mean destroying old systems
or business processes – she calls it ‘creative
destruction’. The best leaders don’t attempt to preserve the past, they invent the future!
3) Businesses would be wise to embrace ‘the right’
diversity. Diversity helps any enterprise avoid
the risk of being a monoculture and it creates
a platform for innovation and adaptation.
Individuals with varied backgrounds have fundamentally different views and the melting pot
of ideas leads to stronger business results. BUT,
she highlighted the importance of choosing
the right driver of diversity, saying businesses
should not promote unqualified candidates
just for the sake of diversity. It can be easy to get
swept up in the drive towards diversity to increase
numbers, but quality trumps quantity every time.
It takes time to find and promote top talent
but those who do, will reap the rewards.
Tsusaka says to win in the new business environment, a change in mind-set is required as the
status quo or ‘business as we know it’ is not going
to be a comfort zone for much longer. She advises
that we adopt a bold outlook, surround ourselves
with top people and get ready to reinvent our
businesses sooner than we had ever imagined.
I have a feeling that the tough economic environment which farmers have been facing almost
for too long is an added catalyst, forcing us to
re-examine our business models for the future. Try
not to draw the curtains. Keep your finger on the
pulse, attend farmers meetings and support your
agricultural organisations that are lobbying on
your behalf and STAY POSITIVE!
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REV WILLIE BOTHA

Drought...
READ: Jeremiah14; 1 Cor 13:9-12; Rom 8:28; Rom 5:1-5; Rom 8:35-39

J

eremiah 14 is a lamentation
about drought. In the ﬁrst
part the prophet describes the
realities of drought in a touching manner: Ordinary people are
dressed in mourning attire, the
noble send their slaves to draw
water from the well, but they
return dismayed and despairing.
Farmers are without hope, their
heads hanging. The doe deserts
her newborn fawn for the sake of
survival. Even the wild donkeys,
which were fairly drought-resistant, become bleary-eyed.
It is not very diﬀerent to what
we have seen in South Africa
recently - farmers not planting
a single seed for the ﬁrst time
in their lives, cattle farmers
slaughtering their cattle due to
a lack of water and food and
because feed is too expensive and
market prices too low. Where
one would normally see green
pastures is now the naked proﬁle
of an almost unrecognisable
farm. Where one normally sees
half-ripe maize, there is only dust
in the wind. Employees have
to be dismissed in order for the
business to survive. Minds and
emotions are at an all-time low,
morbid and pessimistic. Even
the children sense it. People
in towns and cities realise that
they are not as untouchable as
they thought. Water shortages
are being experienced in many

a town. The food on the shelves
comes from the ﬁelds of farmers.
Radio and television announce
that millions of tons of grain
will have to be imported.
Our religious life is also
aﬀected by the drought. We do
not understand why God is not
answering our prayers. How can
God allow such suﬀering of animals and nature? And humankind? As it is, there are so many
factors which make it diﬃcult
to farm; do we really need this
worst drought in living memory? Have we done something
wrong and is God punishing
us? The prophet addresses the
question so eloquently to God:
“Hope of Israel, Saviour in
times of distress, why are you
like a stranger in the land, like
a traveller who stays only one
night? Why are you like a man
taken by surprise, like a warrior powerless to save? You are
among us O Lord, and we bear
your name; do not forsake us!”
The drought in Jeremiah 14
is attributed to the wickedness
of Judah. Prophets, who were
not sent by the Lord God, were
prophesying lies in the Name
of God. These prophets prophesied that no sword or famine
would touch the land of Judah
and God would prove them
wrong. Judah was disobedient
to God. They only needed God

when they really needed him.
It is very important for us
not to attribute this terrible
drought to God's punishment.
There is no need for us to
always understand the reasons
for disasters such as droughts.
Rather use the time to
re-acknowledge our dependence
on God. Realise that God will
always care and provide for us
and love us, despite the drought.
Over the long term, nature
beneﬁts from the drought. The
stronger animals and plants survive, which means that the best
genetic material is maintained.
It is nature's way of ensuring
its own sustainability. Nature
makes the drought work for it.
This may be a good time to
improve your relationship with
God. It may be an opportunity
to start praying and to learn
how to pray again. Instead of
rebelling against the drought,
we should allow the drought
to work for us. Allow God to
work with the drought inside
us. Over the long term God will
work for the good of those who
love him. We have to believe,
however, that God loves us and
will provide for us, despite the
drought. Take care not to see
the drought as God’s punishment. Make very sure as well
that you do not only need God
when you really need Him...
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Autumn

HINTERLAND is on its way!!!
Hinterland gee in hierdie uitgawe
uiitgawe

2 fantastiese pryse aan
2 gelukkige lesers weg!
Die twee pryse sluit in ŉ Gamo 4x32
WR serie Sporter teleskoop asook ŉ
47cm Cadac paellapan.
PRYS 1

Teleskoop
l k
ter waarde
d van R995.00
SMS Hinterland, PRYS1 en jou naam, telefoonnommer en e-posadres na 31 022 voor 31 Maart 2016 om ‘n kans te staan om die
teleskoop te wen.

PRYS 2

THE DAYS ARE GETTING COOLER AND
OUR SECOND SEPTEMBER IS KNOCKING AT OUR DOORS. SCORCHED
SHRUBS ARE MAKING NEW LEAVES
AND ROSES ARE BUDDING ONCE
AGAIN. WINTER SEEDLINGS WILL
BE AVAILABLE AT GARDEN CENTRES
FROM MARCH ONWARDS, WHICH
WILL BRING NEW PERSPECTIVE AND
CREATE EXCITEMENT ABOUT GARDENING. IT WILL HELP US TO APPRECIATE CREATION ANEW!

T
•

Paella pan ter waarde
van R749.00
SMS Hinterland, PRYS2 en
jou naam, telefoonnommer
en e-posadres na 31 022 voor
31 Maart 2016 om ‘n kans
te staan om die paellapan
te wen.

•

Standaard sms-tariewe geld en geen werknemers van Hinterland mag deelneem nie.
Vir die volledige kompetisiereëls, besoek die webtuiste www.senwes.co.za.

Ondersteun ook die Kolskoot Boerpotpromosie wat tans van
5 tot 29 Februarie 2016 geldig is. Hou ook die pers dop vir die
komende Jagterspromosie in April.
l.

Kolskoo

t

Pryse

•
•

he following are good tips for February/
March 2016:
Cut out old flowers of seedlings, roses and perennials - it will stimulate the plant to generate
new flowers and leaves, which will result in a
better quality and happier plant.
Feed plants on a six-weekly basis during the
growing season with a general fertiliser such as
5:1:5, 2:3:2 or the slow releasing 3:1:5.
Bone meal in the garden is good for root growth
and more organic options are available, such as
Bounce Back and various other Neutrog products. Don't add too much bone meal to plants
which prefer aciduous soil, since it will increase
the pH of the soil. Make sure to water the garden after the application of plant food in order
to avoid damage to plants.
7:1:3 of 4:1:1 can be applied to lawns.
Apply Karbaspray – it will eradicate mole-crickets, which are causing a lot of damage to lawns
at present. Kamakazi is best for harvester termites - they carry it into their nests, which are
then eradicated. Water the lawn three times a
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Win
with HANNON
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week only for a long period of time in order to allow the
roots to grow deeper into the soil to survive drought conditions. Do not cut the grass too short since it will result
in brown patches as a result of the heat.
Compost/cured manure can also be worked into the
garden to improve the soil texture and boost the plants.
Sterile compost is very important for new seedlings and
the products of Culterra are strongly recommended.
Water-wise plants are a must, particularly where you have
water restrictions. Consider seedlings such as portulaca
and gazania in warmer parts of the garden. A large variety
of aloes, vygies, ground covers and accent plants are available to play around with.
Should water not be a problem, ferns and hydrangeas will
flourish in shady areas. Violets and pansies will provide
instant colour to the garden and a large variety will be
available by the end of March.
A layer of compost is recommended in summer and winter, since it will limit water loss, limit weed growth and
protect the roots of the plants against cold.
Plant flax plants and ornamental grasses for different
shades of green in the garden and focus on hardy annuals
to avoid winter damage.
Sensitive plants make an excellent show but will have to
be replaced after very cold winters.

Visit your favourite garden centre and decorate your garden
with a wide variety of flowering plants, which are starting to
show signs of new growth after the rain!
carl fourie – eden garden centre, klerksdorp.

•••

FROM THE AGE of 40 we need additional
products to improve the ﬁrmness and elasticity
of our skin. LIQUID FACE LIFTING SERUM, which is suitable for all skin types and
which can be combined with any HANNON
moisturiser, has a dual function. Firstly, it
penetrates to the basal layer of the skin,
where it accelerates the production of collagen. Secondly, it forms a protective layer
over your skin, like a second skin. You
will feel the tightening eﬀect within a few
seconds and you will immediately notice
your skin looking smoother. Some people
experience a slightly warm sensation as
the ingredients start working. You can
apply your moisturiser while the serum
is drying. Three to four squirts are more
than enough for the face and neck. If it
starts to ﬂake it means that you have applied
too much. This serum is ideal for every-day
use and can also be applied at night, under
your night cream.
SMS Senwes, Hannon and your name, telephone number and e-mail address to 31 022
on or before 31 March 2016 for a chance to
win one of two Liquid Face Lifting Serum
gift packs to the value of R620 each.
Standard sms-tariﬀs will apply and no
employees of Senwes may take part in the
competition.
Visit www.senwes.co.za for the competition rules.
The winners of the previous edition (December 2015/
January 2016): Bernina: Henriette van Zyl from Hoopstad.
Snappy Chef: Lida van Coller from Parys. Hannon: Cornelia
Heyns from Clocolan, Heléne Meiring from Bethlehem.
CUM: Toetie Reynders from Virginia. CONGRATULATIONS!

55

•••

CO L UM N

MILANIE VOSLOO

PHOTO: LEEF

PATCHED FAITH

WIN
WILLIAM BARLAY SAID:
‘THERE IS NO HOPELESS
SITUATION - ONLY
PEOPLE WHO HAVE
LOST HOPE WITH A
SITUATION’.

I

t is the time for dust storms
in SA-agriculture. Dry,
sandy winds have taken the
place of greenery. Land reform
and farm attacks strike terror
in our hearts. And the people
who have to be fed by farmers
are growing in numbers ...
I don't think God would
blame anyone for being despondent at a time like this. Our
Father knows His children after
all. He understands that we
are only human and He knows
exactly how easy circumstances
in our own hearts, our human
nature, relationships .. can
affect our faith. After all, He
was human for a time as well.
However, God will always be
God. We have to allow Him to
be God and live with the knowledge that He - even in times of
exile - holds His people in the
palm of His hand. We must
know that during such times He
showers us with His wonderful,
invisible grace. And that He - at
His own time and in His own
way - brings deliverance. This
is confirmed in the book Isaiah,
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where we see Him bringing hope
to His chosen people in exile:
The Lord felt sorry for his
chosen people. He redeemed
Jerusalem. The Lord shows his
strength and salvation to all
nations. The Lord himself will
go before you. He will be your
rearguard. Isaiah 52:9b, 10, 11c.
Maybe we should allow the
Holy Spirit to blow through
us when the storm winds are
blowing, ask Him to fill us
with His Spirit and to allow
the flame of hope to burn high
in our hearts, to enable us to
see His light in the future.
Ask Him to enable us to pass
the torch of hope to others.
We do not always have
control over our circumstances.
However, God is in control.
Let us look up to the sky on the
darkest of nights and see that the
stars in heaven are as endless as
the grains of sand on the beach.
May we always remember that
miracles do not
nd,
happen on demand,
hip
but that we worship
a God who often
springs exceptional surprises on
His children.
When they least
expect it.
Father, I
would just like
to hold on to
ill never
Your promise that Y
You will
leave us, never desert us. Amen.
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Join Milanie Vosloo on her walk
to peace and the God of joy. In
Jou Voetpad na VREDE she tells us
that God wants His children to be
happy and fulﬁlled, through Him.
The 366 devotions discuss various
themes such as hope, honesty, faith,
giving and receiving, happiness and
just being yourself. Readers will be
reassured that believers can always
try again, despite dark moments,
and that we can be at peace because we are guided by God.
Milanie’s prayer for her readers is
that their path to peace will convince
them that God will never desert
them and that they will once again
become aware of His love and grace.
The new book contains 366 devotions on 412 pages. The date
of issue will be in August and the
book will be available at a price
of R189.95. The book follows on
Milanie’s Sielskos vir die vrou wat
lééf, Laat Sy liefde jou lei, Gekoester
in God se liefde, Moed vir elke môre,
Net soos jy is and Sielsgedagtes.

Win with Senwes en Cum
Publishers. One lucky reader
can win a copy of Jou Voetpad
na VREDE, 366 devotions on
yyour
ou journey with the God of joy.
SSMS Senwes, Cum, your name,
telephone number and e-mail
address to 31022 on or before 31
ad
March 2016.
SStandard sms-tariﬀs will apply and no
employees of Senwes may take part in the
emp
competition. Visit www.senwes.co.za for
the competition rules.

Koop ‘n nuwe John Deere 5E en 5EF
UHHNVWUHNNHUHQƟQDQVLHUGLWWHHQ

prima minus 9%
gekoppel*

Kontak jou naaste handelaar of
John Deere Financial-bemarker vandag nog!
Finansiering gebou vir jou
*Bepalings en voorwaardes geld. Geldig tot 30 April 2016.

BigDoor21928LWB

John Deere Financial word ondersteun deur Absa, ‘n lid van Barclays, ‘n gemagtigde
ƟQDQVLOHGLHQVWHYHUVNDIIHUHQJHUHJLVWUHHUGHNUHGLHWYHUVNDIIHU5HJ1U1&5&3

www.Deere.com
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… sorg saam vir ’n volhoubare toekoms.
Kontak ons gerus by: 011 790-8200 of
customercare.sa@monsanto.com
DEKALB® en Monsanto is geregistreerde handelsname van Monsanto Technology LLC.
Monsanto Suid-Afrika (Edms) Bpk, Posbus 69933, Bryanston, 2021.
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